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BOOK ROOM NOTES
Le Vainqueur. o -
The first edition of the New French Overcomer has
been issued. In order-to avoid congestion here in the
office it is being sent out in November, February,
May and August. Any of our readers who would

like to receive this little paper, or can use copies by
sending them to friends in French-speaking countries,

should write to us. We do ask for your prayers and .

practical ‘support in exploiting this ‘‘ wide-open "
sphere of service that God has placed before us.

Translations. -

Translations of the little booklet—" Dying to
Live’ are completed and in the printers’ hands in
German, Spanish and Greek. It has taken longer
than was at first anticipated to complete the Swahili
edition of ‘“ The Cross of Calvary and Its Message,”
but the manuscript is being finally corrected now,
and we hope to give definite information about this
in our April number. We do ask our Readers’
prayer and help in all possible ways in this wider
circulation of the Message of the Cross, which can

alone meet the desperate needs of men’s hearts in .

these days. At the moment the door of opportunity

seems to be wide open in many lands. How long it
will remain open in some of them no one can tell.
We are aiming, therefore, through our Free Distribu-
tion: Fund, to meet needs where to-day it is possible
to sell books and to take every advantage of each
opening that occurs to meet the floods of evil with the
proclamation of the triumph of the Victor of Calvary.

New Booklets.

We are glad to be able to announce two additions
to our list of sixpenny booklets.

* (a) Communion with God—which we feel that our

readers will find to be a. particularly valuable
booklet. It is made up of three small booklets :
(i) Communion with God. " - .
(ii) Co-praying with the Spirit of God.
(iii) Co-working with God (originally entitled—
““ The Cross and the Natural Man ).
(b) More than Conguerors—This is composed of two

of the original “ Inner Life "’ Series booklets : -
(i) More than Conquerors.
(1) The Cross and our Weaknesses,
and an Overcomer leaflet—
" Out and Out Divine.

Life out of Death.
A new edition of this booklet has been printed.
It is one for which there has been much demand

"recently. The price, as has been the case of some

of our other booklets, has had to be raised to nine-

- pence.

Preliminary Announcement.

We are working on a translation from the French
of a book ‘‘ Fighting the Famine of the Word of God
during the War ”’, which describes how God used the
Bible Houses of Geneva, Paris, and those situated in
other parts of the Continent, founded by Mr. H. E.
Alexander, to meet the clamant need for the Scrip-
tures during the war. It is a fascinating story, and
one that will stimulate prayer and action towards
meeting the challenge of these post-war days, because
it shows so clearly how God works in spite of and
through circumstances which look humanly im-
possible. We hope to be able to bring this out early
in the New Year, but at the time of going to press
are -unable to give an exact date, or indicate prices,

.etc. Perhaps friends interested in this book will

write to us, and we will advise you the moment it is
ready.

To Readers in U.S.A. and Canada.

You will help us greatly if your remittances are
sent by International MONEY ORDER. If you
state the amount you are sending in British money
to the Postmaster at any American or Canadian P.O.,
he will make out a Money Order at the current rate.

Neither cheques on American Banks—nor dollar
bills realise their full value in England; and they
make for complication in office work.

Money Orders should be made out to :

“ The .Overcomer ” Literature Trust;
payable at Bournemouth, England.
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The Victorious Wrestler
. * For our wrest:lz'ng s not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against

the world rulers of .this darkness, against the spivitual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
- ~ Eph.6: 12, R.V. ‘

TPIE epistle to the Ephesians does not end with
the ninth verse of the sixth chapter. *‘ Finally,

my brethren, be strong in the Lord,” which
opens up to us the truth regarding the Christian’s
warfare, is the consummation of revelation in this
epistle.

No true Christian is exempt from this warfare.

He who fully possesses his inheritance in Christ
(1 :11) and is walking worthily (4 : 1) is then expected
to engage in the spiritual warfare going on in the
heavenlies (6 : 12). -God has no place for a spiritual
pacifist. He calls every saint to arms. :
" But God has a divine order which cannot be
reversed. It is utter folly for a Christian to rush into
warfare with mighty, supernatural Satanic hosts,
unless he can creditably pass God’s efficiency test, so
clearly outlined in Eph. 4 : 1—6 : 9.

To war with Satan one must be walking with the
Spirit. Therefore it behoves us, who propose to be

.wrestlers, to watch our walk. ’ :

The Apostle Paul, himself a tried and trusted
warrior, by two crisp commands warns of two vul-
nerable spots which open to Satan the way of victory
through crippling the Christian in spiritual warfare.
Then by a third he exhorts every Christian to perfect
his preparedness for warfare. . . .

“ Neither Give Place to the Devil.” 4: 27.

Giving place to the Devil gives Satan headquarters
in Christ’s camp.. It provides him a base from which
to conduct his campaign. Giving place to the devil
makes a part of Christ’s army ‘an ally of His arch-
“enemy, for the devil will not wrestle against himself.
Giving place to the devil lessens the man power of the

Lord’s host and surrenders to Satan spiritual re-

sources which belong only to the Captain of our
salvation. It compels Christ to go out to war
handicapped.. It weakens the warring power of

omnipotence. It -diminishes the working force of |

the supernatural.. Giving place to the devil divides
allegiance and puts traitors and deserters into the
army of the Lord. ‘

So the devil is ceaselessly busy seeking to gain
some place in the life of every Christian wrestler.
He will start with a very small place, anything so
long as he gains a foothold. He knows our weak
spots. He comes up on our blind side. He breaks
through where the crust is thinnest.. He bides his
time until he can take us unawares. He tempts at
our most susceptible points. He works wilily,

arch-deceiver that he is, to beguile us into making a
league with him. To the truly spiritual warrior he
comes most often as a veritable angel of light, even
ensnaring some by claiming to be an envoy from God.
He uses any method, however clever or cruel, to gain
access and does his best to disguise his approach.
‘What he seeks to gain is a ‘“place” to begin his
activities, that he may undermine the Christian
warrior’s morale and render him incapable of fighting.

-« And Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.” 4 30.

One who might shrink with horror and fear from
giving.place to the devil may nevertheless be making
his victory in the heavenlies possible by grieving the
Holy Spirit. ' . o

The Holy Spirit dwells within us to reproduce
within us the .victorious life of the glorified Christ
that we may be enabled ‘' to stand ”’, and to release
through us His supernatural power that we may
be empowered “to withstand”. Whatever re-
strains or restricts the Holy Spirit from carrying out
His work to His utmost capacity, plays into Satan’s
hands to defeat Christ. - ’ -

Then what is it in us that grieves the Holy Spirit ?
Naturally anything wxholy, Whatever in us that is
contrary to what He is, grieves Him. He is the
Spirit of truth, faith, grace, wisdom, power, love,
discipline, holiness, so anything that is wmtruthful,
unbelieving, ungracious, unwise, unfruitful, unloving,
uncontrolled, unholy, grieves the Spirit of God.
Therefore sin of any nature or degree, whether open
or secret, whether in flesh or spirit, whether gross or.
refined, grieves the Holy Spirit.

“ Be Filled with the Spirit.” 5: 18.
~ This is the slogan of the victorious wrestler. Itis
the Spirit-filled warrior, and only he, who overcomes
and overthrows the Satanic hosts.. . A

* Filled”’ with the Spirit’s: wisdom (1: 17) he
discerns the wiles of the devil (6: 11). ** Filled”
with the Spirit’s power (3 : 16), he stands against -
them. . *“ Filled” with all the Spirit's fulness
(3: 19) he is supernaturally equipped to engage in
this warfare between the supernatural forces of good
and evil and is supernaturally strengthened to come
off victor. . .

“ Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand your ground in the
day of battle, and, having fought to the end, remain
victors on the field.” (6 :13).

: ) RutH PAXSON.
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To our Readers
My dear Friends, . .

I am glad once again to send you warm greetings
as we enter another year. Only those who possess

the sure and certain hope of His coming .can face the,

threatening future with calm and complete assurance.

These are days when we watch for His appearing -

more than they that watch for the morning. We
dare not watch with folded hands, for the night
cometh when no man can work. We each have our
appointed task of prayer and personal witniess to be
pursued with faithfulness under our loving Master’s
eye, by the enabling of His Spirit within us: until
the day dawn and the shadows flee away.

Have you not been impressed by the unity of our
battle line across the world? . We think less to-day
in terms of foreign missions and home work, and see
more clearly that the issues are inherently the same.
The crying paganism of Christendom merges into that
of heathendom so that the front is seen as one and
indivisible. :

~ .As I look from my small corner, it seems that our
Christian warfare is joined with an intensity differing
from that of earlier days. We are facing deadly

assault from those who talk our language but do so-

with a vital difference. I suppose we have all ex-
perienced that opposition to the Truth as it is in Jesus,
so often found amongst those who call themselves
His friends. They use our most sacred words, but
“ the .Cross”’ doesn’t mean to them what it means
to us. Even the Blood of Christ is accounted an
unholy thing, and there is a significant silence re-
garding the very person of our blessed Lord.

The Faith-once delivered to the saints is a faith
that must be contended for: always remembering

those that have not bowed the knee to Baal in all.

the Churches the world over. Meanwhile the hungry
sheep look up, can we help to feed them? Their
ignorance is profound, can we help teach them?

As we ponder over world issues, standing in prayer
for God’s will and the confusion of the great adversary,
we stand also for His will in our own personal sur-
roundings. I think of our readers around the world
in such varying conditions of service that they must
represent a cross-section, as it were, of that great
vineyard in which the Lord’s people are at work.
May He use each one of us, just where we are, to the
praise and glory of His Name.

In the world at large two great opponents appear
to be facing each other in a struggle for world domina-
tion. Rome and Moscow both claim the adherence
of all peoples. Rome as a political power is being
hard pressed in Europe, but her influence in the West
is a growing threat to liberty. Will the last days see
- these two protagonists in final conflict ?

I venture a word of personal news, for I know we
are remembered in prayer by many dear friends.
Goodness and mercy have followed us all the days
both in the little Bible Book Room, and in the work

at the U.S. Naval Base. The joy of pointing soul
to the Lord in hospital, prison, and barracks is just
the same joy that our brethren experience in heather
lands. The ignorance is truly pathetic in so manj
lives. Now and then one finds the believer—
sometimes very shy—but always lonely, and so glac
to clasp a brother’s hand. We rejoice too, in in:
creasing blessing on the sale of Bibles and helps tc
its study. Contacts with Christian workers haw
been a surprise. We didn’t know that the Lord hac
so many of His own in Bermuda ! The open Biblk
in the window on the street brings touch too witt
some who are seeking ‘ the Way ’ and some who haw
back-slidden from it.

A great joy has been meeting, through the Bool
Room, with a little group of Christian sailors in on
of the British cruisers recently on this Station
Our home has been open to them, and now they haw
sailed for England and discharge from the Navy
leaving us feeling rather bereft. Such friendship
show the wonder and privilege of being in that grea
family in which distance cannot sever, and parting
are only for a little time.

So, whatever the coming days may bring, we lool
for the day of reunion with all we hold dear in th
Lord. That day is surely coming, perhaps is nea
at hand, when we shall see the King, and He wil
give each of us our part, however humble, in Hi
eternal and glorious Kingdom.

Yours in His glad service,

BERNARD W. MATTHEWS
Bermuda. :

« THE CHURCH OF THE LIVING GOD "
1 Timothy 3. 15

Church of the Living God AWAKE,
Let not thy slumber veil thine eyes,
But cast it from thee and forsake

The way of ease, to seize the Prize,

Church of the Living God ARISE

And take thy place with Christ thy Lord :
What if this calls for sacrifice

It matters not, He will reward.

Church of the Living God BEHOLD
Thy Saviour on the cross of shame,
In burdened agony untold ’
That thou might'st triumph through His pain.

Church of the Living God PROCLAIM
Thy Saviour risen from the dead
That all mankind may hear His fame,
And to His cross in faith be led.

Church of the Living God RECEIVE
~ The Holy Spirit's quickening power :

*Tis what thy Lord delights to give -

To meet the challenge of the hour.

Church of the Living God REJOICE,
And banish all of doubt and fear :
In gladsome song lift up thy voice,
Thy sovereign Lord will soon appear.
) George Harp:
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Born into Conflict

By TeE EDITOR

WHILE turning over the pages of a magazine I
recently stumbled across an article on the poet,
William Blake, in which his writings were
compared with those of the modern -psychologists.
I was particularly interested in one of the writer’s
statements. ‘ The soul of every man’ he says,
“ except that of the sdint is in a state of disinte-
gration ; we are most of us unconscious of this conflict,
except in moments of-stress and in our dreams . ...”
As I read this the fact came home to me with a new
force that one infallible sign of the uprising of new
life in one converted to God through faith in our
‘Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is a consciousness of
conflict. The heart of man is a great battlefield
between right and wrong, light and darkness, God
and Satan ; and the Christian is in a very real sense
one, who is born into a warfare that will only end
with his final entrance into the immediate presence of
God, when this life has been left behind. A story has
been told of a High Church dignitary, who was
‘“tackled”” by an enthusiastic worker in the open air.
“Sir | " was the question asked, ‘ Have you found
peace?” ‘““No !’ came the immediate answer “1I
have found war !’ Both were right; for while it
is gloriously true, and should be proclaimed un-
equivocally from every pulpit that ‘ being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ ”, it is equally true that from end to
end the New Testament reveals the bitter struggle
against powerful enemies, both within and without,
that every Christian must face, but in which he may
overcome through grace.

In the first place shall we
Scripture has to teach us about the conflict within?
Romans 7 describes an inward condition familiar to
us all. “T find’’ writes the Apostle in verse 21,
“...alaw, that, when I would do good, evil is
present with me.”” In verses 22 and 23 he continues,
“For I delight in the law of God after the inward
man : but 1 see another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.”
The Greek word translated * warring *’ here is a very
strong one, and suggests the thought of the massing of
forces in an “* all out * attack. Isnot this one of the
major problems facing the work of God to-day?
Do not many of us “ delight in the law of God "’ as
proclaimed from the pulpit and platform, but utterly
fz;il ]Jl.fn the application of what we hear to the realities
of life.
addresses and Bible-readings, but, speaking broadly,
the Church does not pray. Soul-winning is a theme
that regularly appears on the syllabus of our Evan-
gelical Conferences, and in theory we all admit our

"7 24/25).

to discover what

Prayer, for instance, is often the subject of .

responsibility in this direction, bu# there is a dearth
of workers, who are prepared to give themselves in
sacrificial service in order that others may be won for
Christ. Most of us like to hear preaching that sets a
high standard of holy living, and do not greatly.
object to feeling ‘‘a little convicted” by plain
speaking on the necessity of ‘‘ putting our house in
order ”’, but the startling fact is that there is little
noticeable difference between the attitude to life of
the evangelical believer, and the ‘‘ worldling” he
secretly despises. It would be easy to go on accumu-
lating evidence of the same kind, but surely enough
has been said to show that in very many ‘‘ Christian ”’
hearts, and in the Church as a whole, the whole force
of evil in the fallen nature is waging an undoubtedly,
and yet quite unnecessarily successful campaign
against the saving, sanctifying work of the Holy
Spirit of God. ;

In Paul’s case, and what was true of him, is surely
equally true of all, who are determined to ““ go on
with God ", the struggle reaches the point. of
desperation before relief comes, and the way of
victory is revealed. *‘ O wretched man that Iam!”
he cries, ““ who shall deliver me from the body of this
death? ’, and it is a cry of real agony, but it is
followed immediately by the shout of triumph, “I
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord ’ (Romans
It is true that the saint alone knows the
antidote to the disintegrating power of inner conflict
—Jesus Christ *“ who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp-
tion ”’ (1 Corinthians 1 : 30). Is it any wonder that
Paul tells the Ephesians : “ For this cause I bow my

. knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . . .

that He would grant you, according to the riches of
His glory, to be strengthened with might by His
Spirit in the inner man ; that Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith . ..” (Ephesians 3: 14/17). The
voice that calmed the winds and waves of the sea of
Galilee is the only voice that can still the turbulent
strife, which at times rises so powerfully in the hurnan
breast.

" Other passages of Scripture tell the same story of
the inner warfare of the Christian life. James, for
instance, writes ‘‘ From whence come wars and
brawlings (margin) among you? Come they not
hence, even of your lusts that war in your members ”’
(James 4 : 1). He puts his finger here.on the root
cause of the tragic disunion so common .amongst
Christians of our day. It is perfectly natural for you
and me to stand on our dignity ; to feel that we are
always right; to succumb to the rising swell of
partisanship that carries us into taking sides for one
party in our Church against another ; or in attaching
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ourselves to our favourite teacher, and taking up
cudgels against all and sundry on his behalf. Paul’s
verdict on all this is succinctly devastating. ‘Ye
are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal,
and walk as men’’ (1 Corinthians 3: 3). Those,
who profess most knowledge of the deeper truths of
Scripture, are often .the greatest sinners in this
respect. Being blind to the ‘‘ lusts that war in their
members '’ they lay the blame always on others;
on circumstances ; on the increasing evil in the days
in which we live ; - on anything and everything but
themselves. Overcome by their own carnality, their
outlook is that of perpetual criticism, their presence a
continual cause of friction, and they become un-
consciously, but inevitably a most potent hindrance
to the spread of the Gospel in the world. Here again
the one cure is in the person of a Living Saviour,
who is the author of peace and concord, and the
making inoperative of .the might of the old nature.
“ I am crucified with Christ ; it is n6 more I that live,
but Christ is living in me . . .” (Galatians 2 : 20—
Conybeare), is the act of God upon which Paul rested
for his deliverance, and which is just as powerful to-
day applied in practice in your life and mine. |

Peter also has his contribution to make on this
subject. In the'second chapter of his first epistle he
writes with glowing eloquence of the high privilege of
the Christian calling—** Ye are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ;
that ye should show forth the praises of Him who
hath called you out of darkness into his most marvel-
lous light —verse 9. Then follows a call to victory
in the inner conflict, which he himself knew so well.
*“ Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, whick war against
the soul ; having your conversation honest among the
Gentiles, that, whereas they speak against you as
evildoers, they may by your good works, which they
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation
(verses 11/12). Neither does he leave us without also
pointing out the way of certain triumph.  Who his
own self bore our sins in his own body on the tree,
that we being dead to sins, should live unto righteous-
ness ; ‘by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were
as sheep going astray ; but are now returned unto the
Shepherd and Bishop of your so
Once more the living presence of our glorious Saviour,
and our union with Him in His death and resurrection
are shown to be.the keys to triumph in the inner
conflict which rages in all our hearts. :

There is nothing new in all this. We are on
familiar ground. But the day by day application of
the ‘truth in our lives is the one essential and often
missing factor. Never let us relax our vigilance—
the enemy within the gates is never so dangerous as
when apparently inactive. It is for us to pursue him,
seek’ him out, ask that the Holy Spirit shed the
searchlight of His presence into the innermost
recesses of our nature, where we may find him
strongly entrenched in unsuspected places. We must"

" (verses 24-25).

‘not be surprised at any evil we may see within, nos

let it encompass our downfall by refusal to face anc
recognise it. Nor need we fear | John Newton hac
learnt the secret of an utter reliance upon saving
grace, and wrote out of a full heart :

* Though Sin would fill me with distress
- The Throne of grace I dare address
For Jesus is my Righteousness.”

What a truly wonderful Saviour we have !

The picture would not be complete without some
reference to the foes without, who have so close anc
unholy an alliance with those within. The man
who in these days shuts his eyes to the might and
subtlety of the powers of darkness, is guilty of gross
folly. Every Christian is the object of the bitter
hostility of Satan, and all his hosts. No man can
escape from the clutches of the ‘“ god of this world ™’
without a bitter struggle. No man can become one
through whom Christ is manifested in this world
without the persistent opposition of the spirits of
.evil, _ : .

The Greek word used in Ephesians 6 : 12 to describe
this conflict is significant. It is the technical word
for a wrestling match in the arena, concerning which
the lexicon gives the following explanatory note :
“ The. wrestler had to throw his adversary either by
swinging him round, or tripping him up, and then to
keep him- down.” Constantly the enemy strives to
throw” us' down. If he cannot swing us to one
extreme, he will seek to swing us to the opposite.
If he:cannot keep us lukewarm, he will make fanatics
of us. There is no .limit to his armoury of wiles.
Again he will constantly watch to trip us into some
foolish. speech, some hasty, ill-advised action, some
sinful deed—and who is there among us, who does
not, more often than we care t6 admit, take a fall.
He must not, however, keep us down. -Bunyan’s
Christian in the Valley of Humiliation was brought
very low, but it was not long before he was on his
feet again ; Apollyon put to flight, and a bout won to
encourage  him on his pilgrimage. What is the
secret of victory here? Once more, it is Christ
Himself. ‘‘ From henceforth, be made powerful in
the Lord and in the strength of His might *’ (Ephesians
6: 10 RV.m). Every piece of armour in the
following verses speaks of Christ. Indwelt by Him
through the Spirit, encased in Him, and linked to
Him, seated triimphant at * the right hand of the
Majesty on: high ’, we may learn the way of victory,
and if we need it the way of restoration too. John
shows us the-balance of this most clearly.. ‘ My little
children,” he says, ‘‘these things write I unto you
that ye sin not.”” That is the life of purpose that must
dominate you and me in every aspect of our life !
Then he goes on—"* And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous :
and He is the propitiation for our sins . . .”” (1 John
2:1/2). We may be consistently victorious in Him,
but if we are tricked and thrown, we may have
instant restoration, and rise to fight with renewed
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purpose, and watchfulness through the cleansing
power of the ‘“ blood of the Lamb . -

It should be clearly understood that it is quite
impossible to do battle for others until the problem
of conflict in our own lives has been successfully
resolved. It is sheer hypocrisy to attempt to remove
the mote from our brother’s eye, when there is a
beam in our own. And yet many of our evangelical
activities are unconsciously a form of escapism from
the reality of this conflict; a mere source of satis-
faction, rather than an occasion for gaining a genuine
understanding of the way of victory. - For this reason
the defeated, discouraged outsider does not come to
us. Instinctively he knows that our own conflict being
unresolved we have little to offer him, and so he
quietly sinks deeper and deeper into the morass of a
weary, slightly cynical indifference. o

‘May I be forgiven for closing with some blunt
questions? What of your own personal conflict?
If you are intensely conscious.of it that is healthy.
It means that the Holy Spirit is working deep in your
heart. Can you yet say, however— I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord ”’? Is John Newton’s
witness in the final verse of his hymn already quoted,
your battle cry also ?

‘! Against me earth and hell combine ;
But on my side is Power divine ;
JEsus 1s aLL, AND HE 1s MINE.”
Based on notes of
October, 1947.
\ ,

an address given at Hove in

SLLAVANKA, 1948
THE THIRD POST-WAR
CONFERENCE FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS
will (D.V.) be held at
“ SLAVANKA ”’, BOURNEMOUTH,
May 24th to 29th.

We hope to have the programme ready during
February, and full particulars will appear in. the
April issue of the Overcomer. Will you pray that we
may be clearly guided in eveéry detail? We are
anxious that it shall not be just ‘‘another Con-
ference ”’, but that the time that we 'spend together
shall be abundantly to His glory, and the liberation
of the Message of the Cross.

We particularly wish to invite applications from
missionaries, who are in England during that time,
%or. pl?lces in the Conference as the guests of the

ouncil.

_All correspondence concerning the Conference and
gifts towards the Guest Fund should be addressed to
the Conference Secretary, 2, Westbourne Park Road,
Bournemouth, Hants, . :

A Ministry of Leadership
By E. Leroy

ET us first and foremost be determined that we

, preach Christ Jesus as Lord (2 Cor. 4 : 5) with

a new emphasis in these great days of destiny
and opportunity. . Shall we remember that our own
experimental union with Christ in death and resur-
rection, can alone qualify us for a Ministry of
Leadership. It takes a crucified and risen Christian
to effectively preach a crucified and risen Christ.
It involves the subjective outworking of the Cross in
practical experience day by day, for manifestly there
can be no evincing of resurrection life apart from
death. His death, yes, but also yours and mine.
Is it not only as we mortify that which is of the
“natural ”’ that we can share the life of the heaven-
lies? No flesh can glory in that realm. To see
Him is to fall at His feet as one dead. Surely a full
and glad consent to His Lordship first amongst
ourselves as co-workers with God and then amongst
the members of our classes is the vital need of us all.
Efficiency of administration or orthodoxy of
message—important as these are—are not synony-
mous with spiritual effectiveness, nor must they be
allowed to supplant this vital essential, a corporate

. and individual amen to His Pre-eminence.

I feel that many problems would be speedily solved
if this fundamental principle were realised in
subjective reality as well as in objective doctrine.
So many of the pressing problems of finance or
extension and other general matters would cease to
harass us (and possibly cease to exist at all) if this
deeper issue were honestly faced. '
" When the divine conditions are fulfilled the Lord
proves conclusively that He is able to look after His
own work in every respect. Is it not true that when
Christ is sanctified as Lord in the hearts of His
workers, those jarring differences which we so often
excuse on the ground of ‘‘ natural temperament
would disappear ?- When the mind that is in Christ
Jesus is iri us, carnal disputes and fleshly judgments,
attitudes, actions, and words are given no place.
Instead there is the melting of hearts into oneness of
vision and purpose which results in true spiritual
fellowship of service. In this 'way the enemy is
robbed of his battleground.

This is not something extra-ordinary or extreme

but the normal outworking of the basic essential

condition of true conversion, the Lordship of Christ.
Thus through yielded and spirit-filled messengers
our fellows shall not only be spiritually impressed but
they will recognise the mighty impact of the message
and be led to a fuller acknowledgment of the pre-
eminence of the Christ the Son of the Living God.

- Blessings abound where He reigns.

- From an article prinied in ** Team Witness ' for
August, 1947, entitled *° The Technique of running a
Bible Class.” - _
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- The Cross— :
The Power of God unto Everyday Salvatior

By Rev. A. R. BouGHEN .

IN ‘Belfast the other day the minister, in whose
church I was taking meetings, said to me,” *“ What

do you think is the average Christian’s idea of the
Cross?”’ I replied, I think it is chiefly a matter
of physical suffering—in short that the Lord Jesus
was more or less a martyr to His high principles and
~ was at last hounded down by cruel men and
crucified.”

Is it not a fact that the professing Christians you
meet with generally connect the Cross with the one
idea—physical suffering. To most Churchgoers it is
an historical event in the world’s life that happened
two thousand years ago, when the Lord Jesus, a
righteous man, died a cruel death on Calvary.

But that is not the Cross.

To you and me it is much more than that ; and so
I purpose presenting five aspects of the Cross, and

you will see as we go along how they relate to every-

day life.

1. There is the physical aspect as shown in Psalm
22. This is the aspect which is the only one seen by
- thousands of professing Christians. Look at verse

151 ““ My strength is dried wp lLike a potsherd ; -and
. my tongue cleaveth to my jaws ; and Thow hast brought
me into the dust of death’ 1In that verse is depicted
the figure of the Christ suspended between heaven
and earth. Having already gone through the physical
sufferings of the previous night ; and having carried
His own cross, He now feels that His strength is .

drying up.

Then verse 16, ‘‘ For dogs have compassed me : the.

assembly of the wicked have inclosed Me : they pierced

My hands and My feet.” There I see the Lord Jesus.

fastened to a cross of wood, the Roman soldiers taking
the nails and driving them into His hands and feet.

Then verse 17—" I may tell all my bones : they look:
All the muscles of our Lord’s:

and stare upon Me.”
physical nature collapsed, so that the bones stood out
and seemed to stare upon Him. And He died. Of
course we could turn to the Gospels, and to Isaiah,
and mark the thorns pressed upon His brow and so
on; and when one remembers what a magnificent
physical nature the Lord Jesus had one realises that
the 'more sensitive the instrument, the more exquisite
the pain. What He suffered no man can tell !

I remember being taken with hundreds of other
boys and girls to a service in the parish church, and
I can hear now the clergyman’s voice describing the
physical sufferings of the Lord Jesus. I wept at the
recital, but I was not saved ! We may believe in
Ehose sufferings and yet not know the power. of the

0SS, - :

.

What are the physical sufferings of Jesus in relatic
to the Cross? Were not the physical sufferings, ¢
it were, the outer shell? And those who refuse 1
crack the outer shell do not reach the inner kerne
There are thousands of professing Christians wk
neéver get beyond the outer shell of the Cross. The
bring flowers to it—raise their hats to it—bow 1
it, but do not know its power in their everyday live
They never get beyond the rudeness and roughness «
man upon our Saviour’s physical frame.

2. There is the Exemplary Aspect. Read 1 Pet:
2: from verse 21 onwards. There you get five stej
regarding thi§ great example set by Jesus which tt
Apostle calls us to follow :

(@) “He did no sin |’ There was not in Him t}

sin of murmuring. He did not murmur about «
question His sufferings. He did well and suffere
for it, but took all patiently. How easy it is whe
we suffer and take up our Cross to follow after Hir
nevertheless to sin. The tendency is there. On
of the Lord Jesus could it be written, * He did 1
sin . . ,
(b) *“ Neither was guile found in His mouth.” Wh;
a subtle temptation thatis | To place a thing in suc
a light as to make it different to what it is—guile
There was no guile in the Saviour.. I cannot tell yc
how this probes my own heart as a Christian ministe
Guile comes as a temptation to every Christian, b
our Saviour’s Cross teaches us we are to have ;
guile.

(c) “ When He was reviled He reviled not again
I knew a man who went out of the Communic
Service and on the doorstep met his brother an
began to revile him ; and the brother; in his tun
‘went for’ him. But our Saviour, “ when He w:
reviled, reviled not again”. What 'a marvello
example ! What our Saviour could have said from t!
Cross to that crowd.

This marvel of the Christ on the Cross is reveale
in Isaiah 53— He was oppressed and He w:
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth: He
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a shes
before her shearers is dumb, so He opened not H
mouth ”. Do you see how the Cross can be tran
lated into your life and mine, so that we shall not
the artifice of guile; and when reviled shall n
revile again ? ' '

(d) *“ When He suffered He threatened not.”” Hc
much more there is in that word than we can thir
of now! All power was His. He had power ov
His enemies. Man may have fhat power, but t]
greater power is to hold back the power we have,
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* hold it in check until God’s time for using it. So

Jesus Christ waits until His enemies shall become
His footstool, but on the Cross He held His power in
check. That is a great need in everyday life. “ When
He suffered He threatened not.” All those points
are negative. What did Hedo? Here is the positive.

(e) He " committed Himself to Him that judgeth
righteously . How we try to justify ourselves !
Ther Cross teaches me this tremendous fact: my
service and suffering are in God’s Hands. Just as
God justified Jesus and gave Him ‘a Name that is
above every name’, a place ‘ far above all”,
because * He committed Himself ” to God as the
righteous Judge, so will He reward and justify the
trusting believer.

3. Next, there is the Vicarious Aspect. Christ did
something on the Cross for  you and me, that is
absolutely essential to salvation. You may believe
both the physical and the exemplary aspects of the
Cross, and yet not be saved ; but you cannot know
by faith the vicarious aspect and not be saved. This
is the “ Word of the Cross ’ to us. Here we begin
to touch the vital aspect of Calvary. “ He gave
Himself for our sins.” That is the work of the Cross
in relation to sins. 2 Corinthians 5 : 21 tells us that
Christ “ became sin >’ for us. Let a man believe
that, and through the living Christ, Who carries in
Himself all the virtues of that Cross, he will come to
know the Cross as the power of God unto Salvation.

Christ so dealt with our sins there on the Cross that
you and I can-rejoice in complete forgiveness.

How vital it is that we who are soul-winners bring
seekn}g souls there! It is not a matter of under-
standing ; it is a matter of believing in what God
did at the Cross.

I remember dealing with a poor ignorant woman
who told me she had never prayed. When I turned
to I‘_saiah 53 and said, ‘““ Will you read that? ”’, she
replied, ““ Sir, I cannot read !’ So we repeated it
together : ‘““ He was wounded for (changing the
word “our” to ‘“my”) MY transgressions;
bruised for MY iniquities.”” She asked me, * What
does it mean? ”, and T explained; then enquired,
“ Do you believe that Jesus died for you? ", and she
said, *‘ Yes, Jesus died for me !’ Then'I continued,
“Don’t you want to thank Him? ” And she did,
in simple faith.

But now a sad fact confronts us. Thousands
believe thisand yet go on sinning ! Take the pride in
our churches, that great sin of the human heart
which brings people down as nothing else does. It
wrecks churches—it wrecks individuals. Through
pride Satan fell from his high estate; and many a
would-be follower of Jesus has fallen in the same way.

Take unbelief—the great sin. which hinders
progress | We want to understand. God will not
allow reason to come first in the matter of salvation.
* This is the-victory . . . even OUR FAITH.” Reason
comes after faith. And there are other sins, like
jealousy. Why are you jealous of someone else?

That is a sin. That is the old nature. Are you
irritable to the point of breaking out? That is a
sin! But ‘ The word of the Cross is the power of
God” oveér sin and ALL sin and every sin. So you
see we have to go deeper into the Cross. 3

4. Tn Romans 6, we have the Union Aspect of the
Cross. ‘“ Know ye not,’”’ asks Paul, ‘ that as many
of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ, were baptised
into His death ’—covered with His death. All the
values of that death are thus made mine.

Now notice in verse 5 the Apostle Paul goes on to
say, giving a different figure, *‘ For if (or since) we
have been planted together in the likeness of His
death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resur-
rection.” :

All the values of that Cross of Christ are mine if I
have been planted in the -* likeness of His death ™ ;
and also the values of His resurrection. Now read
verse 6—‘ Knowing this, that our old man was
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed ’. When you destroy a thing, it becomes
inoperative. Jesus destroyed the devil at the Cross.
He is still alive, but inoperative so far as our lives are
concerned. :

A dear brother I know says he can't sin. Let us
keep the balance of truth; don’t let anyone push
us into error as we study these truths.

There is someone you want to ‘“go for’. Ask
God to make that feeling inoperative. This victory
is a matter of revelation. I pray that the Holy
Spirit may light it up to you.

Notice the word ‘‘plant’’ again. ‘‘Since we
have been planted together.’”” I am permanently
planted into the work of the death of Christ. When
you have planted something you don’t take it up
next day. You leave it to get all the values of the
soil and the sun, you leave it to grow. ‘‘ Planted into
His death,” you are planted into the Saviour, Who
was dead and Who rose again. You cannot dispense
with the death any more than you can do without the
life. Let us pray, “ Lord, I believe ; save me from
unbelief and give me the power of Thy Cross in my
everyday life "’ !

5. The last aspect of the Cross we are taking is
seen in Col. 2 : 15, and is the Victorious Aspect of the
Cross. ' Having spoiled principalities and powers,
He made a show of them openly, triumphing over

" them in it.” In what? In the Cross! Verse 14

says : ‘“ Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross”’. We
have already dealt with that in the Vicarious Aspect.
Every man and woman who refuses the light is in
league with the powers of darkness. Turn to the
light and you become linked with the Leader of the
Light. Some Christians say, “ Don’t talk about
Satan .

I remember a dear saint of God saying, “ If you
talk of victory you must expose the Enemy’’; and
one of the great aspects of the Cross is victory over
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the devil, the enemy of God and man. Praise God !
The devil is a defeated foe ; and just as you and I
draw in the air which is all around us so we can
inbreathe in Christ victory over all the powers of
darkness. :

‘I remember years ago, the leader of a Mission
asking me to see a young fellow for some spiritual
. talk, and I said, “ You are the leader; you ought to
see him . ‘‘ No, I want you to,” he replied. That
young. fellow in his early twenties, had suddenly
become obsessed with fear and the doctor said it was
nerves. I am not under-estimating. the power of
bad nerves, but as I looked at that young fellow, I
thought, “ You are not a mnervous subject”’, and
diagnosed the trouble as Satanic oppression. |

. I said to him, “If I give you two bottles of
medicine, will you take them every day?” He
agreed, and I took up the Bible and said, “ This is
the medicine : Psalm 34 : 6 ‘ This poor man cried
and the Lord heard him and delivered him from all his
Sears.” Get on your knees every day and say, ‘ Lord,
will you do for me what you did for David? *

Then I took him to Hebrews 2, where Satan. is

shown as inoperative, because Jesus Christ partook
of our flesh and blood, * that through death He might-

destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil
and deliver them who through fear.of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage.” (verses 14, 15), and with
it linked Colossians 2 : 15—*‘ Take those every day
until you are delivered from fear ”’ I told him. Ina

fortnight that young man was back in his Mission-

and a happy worker. _ ,
If you recognise and accept these five aspects of

Calvary, why not, so to speak, inhale them into your

system, and say : ‘‘ Lord | make it all mine, that I

may prove in everyday life that the Cross is indeed

the power of God, and show others the way too.”

' Notes of an address given at Hove, July 1, 1947.

‘ The effectual . . . prayer of a righteous man..."
e James 5. 16.‘

0T how, my F oundation, let me entively rest on Thee,

the Rpck. When the storms come and I tremble on the
Rock, let me know that Thou dost not tremble. Let my

faith and hope stand not on my emotions or circum-

stamces or subjective experierices, but om Thee my
Saviour, who wast delivered fo:l my offences and raised
again for my justification. Deliver me- from any
confidence in the flesh. Let me glory in_ the cross.
And when I stand blameless before Thee, then hear
Thou my song together with the great chorus, * Worthy
1S the Lainb that was slain to receive power, and viches,
and wisdom and strength, and honour, and glory, and

blessing.” . Wm. Romazne.

Benefit out of Battle

. By Rev. A. B. SiMPsoN
THIS is one of the purposes of temptation, tha
we may be workers together with God in des
troying evil. We read of Joshua's battles tha
“ Tt was of the Lord to harden their hearts, tha
they should come against Israel in battle, that h
"might "destroy them utterly.”. It was not enoug]
for Israel to beat them off and be saved from thei
attacks, but God wanted them exterminated. Amnc
so when God allows the enemy to appear in our live
.it is that we may do him irreparable and eterna
injury, and thus glorify God and be workers witl

Christ in destroying the works of the devil.

For this purpose God frequently brings to ligh
in our own lives and in our work for God, evils tha
were concealed, not that they might crush us, bu
that we might put them aside. But for their dis
covery and resistance they might still have remainec
unrevealed and some day have broken out witl
fatal effectiveness. But God allows them to b
provoked into activity in order to challenge ou
resistance and lead to our aggressive and victoriou:
.advance against them. Therefore when we finc
anything in our own hearts and lives, or in con
nection with the work of our Master committed tc
our hands which seems to threaten our triumph o:

. His work, let us remember that God has allowed I

to confront us, that, in His name, it might be foreve:
put aside and rendered powerless to injure or oppost
again.

Beloved, are we thus fighting the good fight o
faith, resisting the devil and rising up for God against
them that do wickedly? Are we looking upon ow
adversaries and our obstacles as things that have
come, not to crush us, but to be put aside and become
tributary to our successes and our Master’s glory?
Thus shall we be ‘‘more than conquerors through
him that loved us” and as the prophet beautifully
expresses it, ‘‘ Behold, all they that were incensed
against thee shall be ashamed and confounded ;
they shall be as nothing ; and they that strive with
thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, and shall
not find them, even them that contended with thee :
they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as
a thing of naught.” ,

. It is to have such a victory as brings actual benefit
out of the battle and makes it tributary to our own
and our Master’s cause. It is possible in a certain
sense to take our enemies prisoners and make them
fight in our ranks, or at least do the menial work of
our camp. It is possible to get such good out of
Satan’s assaults that he shall actually become our
ally without intending it and shall find with eternal
chagrin that he has been doing us real service.
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‘Conformity to

Resurrection . .

. sufferings . .

Chrisf s Death |

. death. (Philippians 3 : 10)

By REev. SAMUEL CHADWICK

THZE order of the words quoted above is
significant. There are those who interpret it as

the Pauline method of arguing backward from
experience to fact. He first knew- Christ as the risen
Lorgi, by later experience he knew the sufferings of
Christ even to conformity with His death. Such

interpretation misses the chief point of the apostle’s

spiritual biography and teaching. It interprets the
fellowship of His sufferings as partnership in the
sufferings of His earthly life, whereas it is fellowship
in the life of the risen Lord of which he speaks. The
earthly sufferings of our Lord are left to all Christians
for an example, but the sufferings of the Resurrection
Life fill up the ‘‘ unfinished sufferings”’ of Christ
(Col. 1: 24). The death of Christ is the pattern and
standard of life for those who know Him and the
power of His resurrection. They are made con-
formable to His death.
There is astwo-fold aspect of the Cross.

The death of Christ is an atoning sacrifice for the .

sin of the world. That is the primary,. essential,
central fact of the Christian faith. The Christian
experience of saving grace begins at the Cross. There
is a denial of the Cross that is flippant and hardly
distinguishable from blasphemy. It is the pose of a
mentality which is immature, and the superficial
confusion that misses the poetry of sublime and
inspired speech. It confuses fact and truth, and
misses both the revelation and the power. On that
side it is easy to understand the horror of repellent
tragedy, but faith sees through the murder to the

sacrifice, and the Cross becomes the way into the

experience of pardon, deliverance, and peace.

The Cross in the Risen Life of Our Lord.

The Cross neither began nor ended at Calvary.
As an atoning sacrifice the event is complete and
final. He died unto sin once, and Calvary can never
be repeated. There is no Cross in Heaven, the
sphere of eternal verities, but the Lamb of God was
slain from before the foundation of the world, and
still stands as newly slain in the midst of the Throne.
Christ carried His Cross to Calvary, and when He
rose from the dead He still bore the print of the nails.

He showed unto them His hands and His feet. The -

‘material and physical aspects of the Cross had gone
but the marks were still there, not only on His body,
but also for all who would be His disciples. - The
Cross reappeared with every appearing. He laid it
upon Mary, and sent her away with the message and
song of the Easter morning. He laid it upon Peter,
In a thrice-repeated commission and a prophecy. He
laid it upon Thomas, in a faith which still has its yoke.
He laid it upon the assembled apostles, when He
showed unto them His hands and Hisside and sent them
forth in the fellowship of His mission, His Spirit, and

His wounds. In that fellowship they would know
Him and the power of His resurrection, the fellowship
of His sufferings, and be made conformable unto His
death. The Cross is the pattern of the resurrection.
life. The resurrection is the standard of power,
the fellowship of His sufferings is the privilege of the -
resurrection power, and the Cross is the pattern and
inspiration of the resurrection life in Christ. '

The Alpha and Omega of the Cross.

Faith begins at the Cross, lives by the Cross, and
ultimately triumphs through the Cross. It is the
Alpha and the Omega, the A and the Z, of salvation.
That which was historically manifest at Calvary is
eternally present in the midst of the Throne of God..
The redeemed 'in.glory all triumphed through the
Cross, having washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. They overcame

_through the blood of the Lamb, by the word of their

testimony to the power of the blood of the Lamb, and
because the blood of the Lamb so transformed them
that they counted not their own life as of any account
to themselves. They were baptized into His death.

The death of Christ is the ultimate pattern of life.
This is the consummation, in which there is the
supreme revelation and the universal example. Too’
much can be made of the pattern of His earthly life.
There were limitations of the flesh. There are things .
He did we cannot do, and there are conditions in our
life of which He had no experience. The imitation of
Christ’s life may become slavish and pagan. It is
not by copying that we become like Him. The
pattern of His death is the only perfect example,
and it is perfect because it sheds the trappings of the
material, temporal, and incidental. We cannot re-
produce the earthly conditions of His life, but we can
be conformed to His death. We are called of God
to be conformed to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:
29), and in nothing is Christ so clearly and fully
revealed as in His death, as His death is interpreted
in the power of His resurrection. .

The Cross is the divine pattern of life.

The Sign of Christian Discipleship.
The Cross is the badge of the Christian. It is the

sign by which the disciple of Christ is known, not
because Christ died on the Cross, but because the

_Christian lives by the Cross. It is a symbol as well

as a memorial. The ultimate revelation of His death
becomes the absolute authority of life. That is the
logic of the Cross. ‘“‘I am crucified with Christ.
Nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth.m
me : and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son. of God, who loved me, and
gave Himself for me”’ (Gal. 2: 20). There must be
a death before there can be a resurrection, but the
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resurrection ratifies death and brings the power of a
new life in fellowship with the risen Saviour. Of

. that risen life the death of Christ is the pattern to .

which it is conformed. The verb is passive, for it is
by the living power of the indwelling Christ working
according to the faith of Christ. :

The call cannot be to conformity to the physical

conditions of Christ’'s death, but to the eternal
principles revealed in the Cross of our Lord ; and of
these there are two that comiprehend all. The first
is absolute obedience to the will of God His Father ;
and the second is the absolute outpouring of Himself
for others. - The word used by the Scriptures is
* conformity ”’, and in His death there was absolute
conformity to the will of God. That loyalty cost
Him all that Calvary involved. It was not con-
formity without conflict, nor was it the only point
at which there was the burden and anguish of the
Cross. There was more than one crucifixion between
Bethlehem and Calvary. He was no Stranger to
the Cross when He spread out His hands to the man
who came with hammer and nails. The Cross was
the last and ultimate trial, and though it cost Him
sweat of blood He was true and loyal to the will of
the Father. There was no conflict of will between
Father and Son, and in all there was complete al-
legiance, ““ even to the death of the Cross”. The
will of the Father was His meat and drink, and His
joy was in all things to do the things that were
pleasing to Him. The disciple of Christ, in the power
of His resurrection and in the fellowship of His
sufferings, is made conformable to His death—he
lives as Christ died.

The second comprehensive principle revealed in
the death of Christ is the outpouring of Himself in
redeeming love and compassion for others. “ He
gave Himself.” He could not save Himself, because
He came to save others. That is the logic of faith in
Calvary's sacrifice. He gave Himself | - There were
those who would have had Him spare Himself, but
there is no redemption in self-sparing, and no man
who spares himself can be His disciple, conformed to
His death! * Hereby know we love, because He
laid down His life for us : and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren ”’ (1 John 3 : 16). That is
life conformed to the pattern of His death. This is
the order: Crucifixion with Christ; the power of
His resurrection ; the fellowship of His sufferings ;
becoming conformed unto His death.

Note : Rev. Samuel Chadwick's name is one that is venerated
throughout the Chvistian Chuvch. This article is a
chapter from his book—'* The Gospel of the Cross”,
published by the Epworth Press, which is a selection
Jrom articles from his pen, first published in the magazine
—* Joyful News ”. °

The r&sﬁﬁg—place for sin is the Cross of Christ.
The resting-place for self is the Tomb of Christ.

The resting-place for weariness and care is the
Throne of Grace. . . C. A. Fox.

: Doubts

From the letters of ANDREW JUKES

O speak more directly as to your doubts touching
Trevealed religion, I suppose a man (I do not say

a woman) will always be open to some such
doubts until he has himself seen and experienced the
very things which revealed religion speaks of. Bul
all may see those very things, if only Christ is formec
and grows up in us. We are not left to hearsays o1
tradition, which may be corrupted, or to a mere
letter or book, which may be a fable or which cannot
be understood. What God has given us is an eterna
life. Christ and His saints had it of old. We have
or may have, the very selfsame life at this day
Till we have it; and have it in its fullness, there must
be more or less uncertainty. But the Gospels not
only tell me what happened 1,800 years ago. That
would be but little help to me. They tell me wha
I see and feel; and I really see no further into the
Gospels, or into Scripture generally, than I see the
selfsame things.now done or doing by the same ont
blessed Worker, who is -still with and amongst us
though few see Him, and fewer understand Him

" Thus the truly converted man is himself not only the

comment but also the fulfilment of all Scripture
for it speaks of but two things, namely, the old mar
and the new; and both these are in us, and still g
on their old way, as unchangeably as vines anc
brambles now grow exactly as they did four thousanc
years ago. Nothing but the formation of Christ in us
His conception, birth, life, death, and resurrection—
that is, the fulfilment in us of all that we read i1
Scripture was fulfilled for us—can ever perfectls
free us from such doubts as those you speak of.

* * * * *

As to the question of substitution, while, as yot
know, I entirely dissent from the popular pseudo
Evangelical doctrine, that Christ took our place tha:
we should not take it, and died that we should not die
and suffered that we should not suffer—all of which i
not only opposed to Scripture, but to fact and ex
perience—I yet hold that Christ did stand in ouw
place and under our burden, which is the exac
sense of the word substitute. . . . If Christ did no
stand in our place and under our burden, and so tak:
upon Himself our weaknesses, our death, and ou
curse, why did He die? Why was He accursed’
I answer, He was accursed because He stood in ou
place, in our nature, under our burden, for us. H
did not stand under it that we should not stand unde
it, which is what the pseudo-Evangelical schoc
teaches; but He stood under it because we wer
under it : by standing under it to make us one witi
Himself, by the resurrection of the dead, out of ou
lot into His lot. He stood under our burden. H
This is substitution.

stood under it for us,
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The Chnstum Worker

By Mrs. PENN-LEWIS
Notes of a study given in Sweden in 1898

o OD so loved that He gave His only Son.”
G How familiar the words, yet how little
known in their deep meaning. In them lies

the motive power for all Christian Service. In them

lies the story that began far back m the ages of
eternity.

“ God so loved that He gave.”

The King of kings and Lord of lords, who only
hath immortality, dwelling in the hght which no

. man can approach unto—God the Father so loved

that by the force of His own being He must needs
give His all, His only Son, the light of heaven, for
the souls of men yet in their sins. Even though He
looked to see if there were any that did understand,
and seek God, and found that they had all together
become ﬁlthy, none doing good, no not one (Ps.
14 :2-3). Yet “ God loved, and gave His Son ",

“ He loved me and gave Himself” (Gal. 2 : 20)

Again the same story. God gave His Son, the Son
gave Himself. Who can tell what passed between
the Father and the Son as together they ‘‘ devised
means whereby the banished might be restored to the
Father’s heart ”’ (2 Sam. 14 : 13). In the fulness of
time the Son left His Father’'s bosom, and came to
this lost and ruined world, a *‘ foreign country ” to
Hlm in deed and truth.

What heavenly rights did He lay down as part of
" the giving of Himself ?

1. His Home. ‘‘ The Son of Man ‘hath not where
to lay His head.” (Luke 9: 58).

2. His Position. ‘““ Who being in the form of
God counted it not a thing to be grasped but emptied
Himself taking the form of a bond-servan  (Phil.
2:6-7. RV)

3. His Riches. * Thoug sh He was rich yet He
became poor that ye might be rich.” (2 Cor. 8:9).

He left His heavenly rights behmd and when He
reached the land of His choice, He chose again the
path of sacrifice and laid down for the sake of souls
all that men hold dear. Did He cling to His kinsfolk
after the flesh and say *“I cannot go” when His
friends sought to claim Him? Matthew 12: 48-50
gives the answer.

The earthly ties must be subservient to the claim
of God and souls, if we would tread in the pathway of
the Lord—" He that loveth father or mother MORE
than Me is not worthy of Me.” (Matt. 10 : 37).

Let us trace out other lawful thmgs that ' He laid
down.

1. His personal interests. ‘I must be about My
Father’s business.” (Luke 2 : 40).

. eat.”

2. His own Will. ‘I seek not mine own wﬂl but

. the Father.” (John 5 : 30).
‘3. His own plans. ‘‘ My time is not yet come.’
(John 7 : 6-8.) : .

4. His need of sympathy. Weep not for me
but for yourselves.” (Luke 23-28.)

- 5. His leisure, ‘“No leisure so much as to
(Mark 6 : 31.)

6. His privacy—see Mark 6 : 32, 33, 34.
7. His need of food and rest. (John 4 :6, 32)

Fmally He crowned this life of sacrifice and self-
surrender by dying for those who rejected Him, and
whom He had come to save. Ere we pass on to see
how He calls His own to follow His steps—let us
look a moment at His equipment—the power that,
enabled Him as perfect man, through God, to stead-
fastly set His face to carry out the purpose determined
in the counsels of eternity (see Ephes. 1 : 9-11.)

“ Who through the Eternal Spmt offered Himself to
God.” (Heb. 9: 14.)

Bom of the Spirit, yet He, also, needed the on-
coming of the. Eternal Spmt at Jordan (Luke 3:
21, 22) to enable Him to walk the path to Calvary
with His face set as a flint to give Him back to the
smiters (Isa. 50 :6) and finally to die.

Though He alone offered Himself to God as the
Ransom, the propmatxon for our sins yet we, too, are
called to follow His steps (1 Pet. 2: 21) and walk
“ even as He walked ’. (1 John 2:6.)

. “We ought to lay ‘down our lives for the
brethren.” (1 John 3: 16.) We are called to fill

up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ

for His Church’s sake. (Col. 1: 24.)
He calls us to ‘“look from the top” from the

. standpoint of God and enter into fellowship with His

purposes to a ruined world. He bids us love as He
loved (John 15 : 12-13) and give.

He calls us to sink our personal interests, our own
wills, our own plans, our craving for sympathy, our
leisure, our privacy, our needs, our all, yea, our
lawful things, to go forth bearing ‘

« The marks of the Lord Jesus.” (Gal. 6: 17.)

and through the Eternal Spirit seek to be spent out
on the service of souls whether at home or abroad as
our God may reveal in His own way and Time, with
this driving force. ,
*“ Necessity is laid upon me . . . if I do it of mine
own will I have a reward, if NOT voluntarily then a
stewardship is entrusted to me’ (1 Cor. 9: 16).
May God send forth in this day of great need to all
parts of the world, a band of souls so stamped with
the marks of the Lamb that it may be manifest to all.
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The Offence of the Cross

- Death in Me—But Life in Others
BY Arex R. Hay (Buenos Aires)

EAVING all to follow Christ does not exempt
from persecutions. He who takes up the Cross
-must face inevitable persecution. Peter had left

all and thought he was ready to suffer any perse-
cution, even to face death. The persecution came
but of a kind he was not prepared to fa.ce and he failed.
We may say readily and sincerely, ““I am ready to
face anything for my Lord ”, but we shall certainly
find, like Peter, that we are not so ready—not in our
own strength. The persecution will be of a kind that
we will be able to meet only in His strength. -After
~ Pentecost Peter was ready : - he was.ready in his
Lord’s strength. The Spirit of the Lord was dwelling
in him .and he was fully yielded to walk in the
Spirit.

The persecution that comes to one who rea]ly is
willing to leave all that is of self and to take up the
Cross in the full meaning of that term, is of a kind
that requires something far greater than all the
heroism that the soul powers are capable of. How
many a young Christian has been disappointed and
puzzled as he started out bravely, ready, as he
thought, even eager, for an .occasion to show his
faithfulness in a bout with the enemy. But as the
days passed no opportunity came to display his
strength, at least not in the way he expected. And
when the test did come it was of a kind he did not
understand and he failed.

The test that came to Peter required a Peter that
had taken up his Cross, a Peter that was dead ! but
Peter had not yet died, and so he failed. The
persecution that comes when one takes up his Cross
to follow Christ in true, full surrender and denial of
all that is of the self-life, or soul-life, is of a kind that
gives no place for heroics. In the first place, there is
no persecution or test that comes to us that is not
permitted of God, and any persecutmn He permits is
for one purpose only-—-to work in us more of that true
death to self so that more of His true life may fill us
to His glory.. It is a persecution that will never bring
any glory to the flesh, will never be pleasant to the
‘flesh and will always mean the Cross with all its
shamie. :

It is a persecution that may ‘be'avoided. He who
does not take his Cross-and follow all the way with

. his Lord will escape it. The testimony of the Cross
will not be in his life. For that reason the offence of
the Cross will not be there, so no persecution will be
aroused. What draws persecution is the testunony
to'God’s judgment of all that is of the soul—of man’s

v own msdom and goodness and works and power—

‘“ filthy rags’’, that must be cast away as vile,
all part of the sin-ruined soul that must go to the

Cross, down into death.

That complete acknowledgment of worthlessness
and unworthiness, that complete surrender to God,
the soul of man is not willing to make. The soul it
willing to be religious ; it is willing to do good works,
it is willing even to suffer heroically, so long as it
may take credit for it, but it does not want to die;
to recognize truly its own unworthiness and submit
wholly to God. It wants to continue living, to glory
in itself, to continue occupying the seat of authority
and control—the Throne.

The Throne belongs to God and to Him alone.
Satan sought to usurp it, and man, who fell into that
same sin of Satan, also would still lay claim to it.
Whatever would challenge that claim and testify
against it arouses hate and brings persecution. And
that hate is manifested not only in those who are of
the world but sometimes in those who name the Name
of the Lord. Whether the person is an unbeliever or
a believer makes no difference ; if the soul is on the
Throne the result will be the same. The hate and
persecution will come as readily from the professing
believer as from.the unbeliever. To both the testi-
mony of the Spirit is regarding the absolute claims of
the Cross, and in both the flesh cries, NO ! It was
the rehgmus man whose hate crucified Christ, and
the organized Church has its hands steeped in the
blood of the martyrs. -

We know that no doctrine is complete and true unless
viewed against the background of the Cross. Here we
may see the difference in the reactions which false and
true doctrines produce in the soul. Much may be
taught about faith, prayer, love, service, and even
Christ-likeness that is very acceptable to the soul.
It gives no offence, rouses no persecution.: It may
even create applause. It'is doctrine into which the
Cross does not enter. The soul is allowed to live, to
be religious, to be good, to pray,to have faith, to do
great things for God.

But let these doctrines be preached with the Cross
as their starting point and the only ground upon
which their truth can be known and experienced and
the situation changes. When it is shown that true
prayer must be Holy Spirit guided and according to
God’s will, and that God’s will can be k.nown only
by the one who moment by moment, ‘‘ reckons
himself dead”’ and walks in the way of the Cross
with his Lord in full surrender, then the flesh is
offended. It means death to the flesh and the flesh
rises in indignation and wrath. And so it is when the
witness is given that all service to God must be in the
Spirit, the work of the indwelling Spirit of the Lord,
and that the Spirit can fill us and bear His fruit
Ehrough us only as that which is of the flesh is on the

TOSS
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Such a witness is not popular. Because it means

death to the flesh, the flesh will resent it, will call it
extreme and fanatical, will oppose it, if necessary,
with the bitterest hate. It was the Cross in Christ’s
witness that brought to Him the Cross. The Cross
in Paul's witness brought to him the Cross. The
Cross in the believer’s witness will always bring to
him the Cross. The Cross means death—but only to
self. The Cross of Christ brought life—life that will
flow to eternity, life that springs anew in every soul
that turns to Him in faith. The Cross in the believer
also. brings life—life within and life flowing to others.
As Paul says, “ For we which live are alway delivered
unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then
death )worketh in us, but life in you.” (2 Cor. 4:
11, 12

: : (From ‘‘ The Prairie Overcomer *'.)

The victory of Jesus is the inheritance of His
people. The world, death, Satan, and sin,
shall all be trampled beneath the feet of the
champions of the faith ; while tliose, who
rely upon the arm of flesh, shall be ashamed
and confounded for ever. C. H. Spurgeon.

" The .
“Owvercomer” Prayer Bond

An increasing number of friends far and wide are
finding Miss Leathes’ Prayer Bulletins of very real
value in these days when the trend of world events
is often puzzling, and the need to understand just
how to pray is so great. If you would care to receive
these circulars, and be linked with this prayer fellow-
ship, will you write direct to : Miss E. M. Leathes,
2, Kingsway, Wembley, Middlesex.

LONDON PRAYER CONFERENCES .

Will our London readers pleaée note that these
meetings will in future be held at :- '

CAXTON- HALL,
Westminster, S.W.1.

Dates:  January 15th.
February 19th.
March 18th.
Time: 11 a.m.tolp.m.
Preliminary notice :

There will (D.V.) be a full day of Conference
Meetings (also at Caxton Hall) on April 15th, details of
which will be available nearer the time.

* Book the date now. -

: BIRMINGHAM . :

On the initiative of friends living in Birmingham a
day of meetings has been planned for Thursday,
February 19th—to explore the possibility of holding
a regular Conference. The speakers on that occasion
will (D.V.) be Rev. A. R. Boughen and The Editor of
the Overcomer. All enquiries about these meetings
should be addressed to: Rev. J. Hanbury Hill, 74,
Fourth Avenue, Bordesley Green, Birmingham, 9.

- MORECAMBE and HEYSHAM

Our friend Mr. W. Astley, who has been arranging
the Manchester meetings, has retired from business
and moved to : 14, Buckingham Grove, Morecambe
and Heysham, Lancs. He would be glad to hear
from any friends interested in launching a Conference
in that district. Mr. T. Loxham, also an old friend,
is taking over the Manchester meetings. His address
is 29, Hillend Road, Lawton Moor, Wythenshawe,
Manchester. We are grateful to them both for their
fellowship, and pray that His blessing may be with
them continually.. : ‘

REGULAR MEETINGS ORGAN.IZED BY OUR READERS ARE HELD AT:

-Cardiff

Crowborough

(Sussex) Sussex.

Hove
Sussex.

Liverpool

Manchester
: Manchester.

Thames Ditton '
Ditton.

Plymouth

Enquiries to Mr. N. Stamps; 52, Hazelhurst Road, Llandaff North, Cardiff.
Enquiries to Miss B. Brooker, Beechcroft House, Myrtle Road, Crowborough,

Enquiries to Mrs. Richards, * Cartref,” 51, Clarendon Villas, Hove, 3,

Enquiries to Mr. Crewe, 34, Greenbank Road, Liverpool, I5.
Enquiries to Mr. T. Loxham, 29, Hillend Road, Lawton Moor, Wythenshawe,

Enquiries to Mrs. Trolley, Weston Park Cottage, Weston Park, Thames

Enquiries to Miss E. Coke, 4, Garfield Terrace, Stoke, Flymouth. Devon.

We regret that owing to space we are compelled to cut these announcements down to the bare minimum
but hope that those interested will communicate direct with the friends whose names we have given.

—
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Books and Booklets on the Victorious Message of Calvar)

2nd Edition.
MRS. PENN-LEWIS
A Memoir
By MARY N. GARRARD.
Foreword to this 2nd edition by REV. THEO. M. BAMBER.

DEMY 8vo. FOUR PHOTOGRAPHS.
Cloth Boards ... . 10/6 Postage
Stiff Paper Covers ... 7/§

SIXTH EDITION.
A limited number now only available of the SIXTH EDITION.

“ WAR ON THE SAINTS.”

A text Book on the work of Decelving Spirits among the Children of God
and the way of Deliverance.,

MRS. PENN-LEWIS in cnllaboyratlon with EVAN ROBERTS.

) Toplcal Index. Dlagrams. 360 pages.
Stiff Paper Cover, 4/6. Postage 7d.

. The following sections of the book are published separate'lp:
War upon the Powers of Darkness (Ch. xi.) : and The True Manifesta-
tions of the Holy Spirit, Contrasted with the Counterfeits of the

Powers of Darkness. (From the Appendix.)
Price 6d. each ;. postage Id.

By MRS. PENN-LEWIS.

The Story of Job. A Gllmpse into the Mystery of Suffering, Bound in
Art Vellum cloth, bronze blue title 4/6 net, postage 4d.

The Cross of Calvary and its Message (Seventh edition), with preface by
the late Dr. Andrew Murray. Stiff paper covers, 3/9, postage 2d, ,

The Warfare with Satan and tha Way of Victory. (Fifth Edition,)
Stiff paper cover 3/6, postage 2d.

Thy Hidden Ones. Union with Christ traced in the Song of Songs (Fifth
Edition). Stiff paper covers 2/-, postage 2d..

The Centrality of the Cross. Stiff paper cover 2/-, postage 2d.

Soul and Spirit, and * Soul-Force ’* versus *‘ Spirit-Force.” A Gl[n'}pse
Into Bible Psychology. Stiff paper cover /6, postage 2d.

Face to Face. The Inner Life of Moses, the Man of God. Stiff paper covers,
1/6 net ; postage 2d.

The Conquest of C: Sideligh
paper cover |/6, postage 2d.

Life in the Spirit. A illmpse into the heavenly warfare. Stiff paper covers
1/6 net ; postage 2d.

The Awakening In Wales. Some glimpses Into the hidden spri f th
Revival of 1904, 1/3 net, postage i prings of the

The Climax of the Risen Life. The path of fellowship with Christ. Paper
covers | /-, postage ld, .

* All Things New.” The Message of Calvary for the Time of the End. Stiff
paper |/-, postaga ld.

The Magna Charta of Woman ¢ According to the Scriptures.” Stiff
paper cover | /- net, postage ld.

The Spiritual Warfare. Gleanings from Q Hours, conducted by
The * Clinic Hour.” Mrs. Penn-Lewis. 6d. each, postage Id.

Spiritual Perils of To-day as seen in the Pent tal Mov 6d.
each, post free. (Reduction for q itles,) .

Union with Christ in Death and Resurrection,

Abandonment to the Spirit and Ministry to the Lord.

The Work of the Holy Spirit,

Power for Service and Warfare. A message and a
testimony.

Life out of Death; and Characteristics of Divine Union

The Spirit of Truth, the Power of Pentecost.
Much Frult. The story of a grain of wheat.
Your Intelligent Service,

Prayer and Evangelism (New).

The Cross—~the Touchstone of Faith.

Dying to Live,

A Revival of Prayer Needed. :

The Cross—The Basis of Christlan Unity,
Communion with God.

More than Conquerors. .

on the Spiritual Battlefield. Stiff

9d. each
postage id.

6d. each,
postage Id.

THE SPIRIT OF 'CHRIST,

BE Dr. Andrew Murray.
Cloth boards 7/6 net, postage 6d.

“ THE WORLD, THE FLESH AND THE DEVIL.”

Bible Studies for young Christians, with attractive two-colour cover,
complied by a retired Missionary, | /-, postage 2d.

BY THE EDITOR.
“ The Great Enemy,” In stiff paper cover, /- net (postage 2d.).
“ The Cross—Profession or Power,” in papar covers, |-/6, postage 2d.

* Some Parables drawn from Modern War,” paper cover printed In ¢t
colours. 1/~ postage 2d.

*“ Some Foundation Principles of Bible Study for Young Christian:
in paper cover, 6d. net (postage [d.). :

** The Cross and the Christian.” -6éd.,
* Christ our Life.” postage 1d.

GOD'S PLAN OF REDEMPTION.
The Gospel from the Biological Standpoint.
By Mary E. McDonough.
Stiff paper covers—Three-colour Chart—3/6, postage 3d.

Booklet ining Three-Col Charts with brief explanatior
6d., postage Id.

THE STORY OF REDEMPTION.
éd., postage ld.

BOOKLETS at [/6 per dozen, postage 2d.

The Church Militant, The Silence of Jesus.
The Peril of the Spiritual Church.  How deep shall the Cross go.
. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis,

BOOKLET at 2/- per dozen, postage 2d.
Bible Worship. By Rev. Adolph Saphir.

BOOKLETS at 3/- per dozen, postage 2d.

‘The Cross of Christ. By Rev. Andrew Murray.
The Battle for the Mind. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis.

-BOOKLETS at 3/6 per dozen, postage 2d.

The Glorious Secret. The Magnificent Christ.
The Self-Life Unveiled. The Time of the End.
Change your Attitude, By Mrs. Penn-Lewis.

The Prayer of Faith, Victory in the Evil Day.
Loud Speaking. : .
By J. C. Metcalfe.

BOOKLETS at 4/- per dozen, postage 2d.

Two Thrones at War. By Rev. R. B. Jones.
Gate to Life Charts (for use in Bible Classes).

LEAFLETS at 2/- per dozen, postage 2d.

Made Free From Sin :
A New Creation Leaflets for Young Christians compiled by
Another Comforter . C. Metcalfe.

The Christian and the World. By E. H. Trenchard, B.A.

LEAFLETS at 1/- per dozen, postage ld.
The Power of Weakness. By J. C. Metaalfe.

LEAFLETS at 8d. per dozen, postage ld.
How to Pray for Missionarles. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis.

LEAFLETS at 6d. per dozen, postage -1d.
Fret Not Thyself., By Mrs. Penn-Lewis.
Here Is Victory (verses)., By Mary N. Garrard.
LEAFLETS at 4d. per dozen, postage ld.

One Died For All. By Rev. Evan Hopkins.
The Word of Their Testimony. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis.
Victory (Hymn with Tune).

LEAFLETS AT 3d. per dozen, postage Id.

Prayer in the Will of God. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis.

Bound ** Over g *'emi d Ily.

Years 1928-1939—1/- per volume, postage 2d,
Years 1940-1947—. é- Tper volume, postage 2d.
The year 1946 is NOT available.

, BOOKMARKERS

A series of three bookmarkers giving quotations from Mrs. Penn-Lewis bo:
3d. each ; 3/- per dozen (postage Id

. OBTAINABLE ONLY FROM
THE “ OVERCOMER"” BOOK ROOM, “ CARTREF,” WESTBOURNE PARK ROAD,
BOURNEMOUTH, ENG.

PRINTED BY STANLEY L. HUNT, GEORGE'  STREET, RUSHDEN, NORTHAX
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FIDEI COTICULA CRUX__

- THE CROSS IS THE TOUCHSTONE OF FAITH

‘{.

AS SURELY AS HE OVERCAME,

AND TRIUMPH’'D. ONCE FOR
YOU ; ‘ .

SO SURELY YOU THAT LOVE
HIS NAME,. :

SHALL TRIUMPH IN HIM TOO !.

John Newton.

THE OVERCOMER BOOKROOM™

“ CARTREF,” WESTBOURNE PARK ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH, ENGLAND i
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BOOK ROOM NOTES
War on the Saints. :

The sixth edition of this book is now sold out, and
for the time being we can only supply the two sections
printed separately as advertised in the Book List
on the cover of the magazine.

The whole question of re-publication is under re-
view, and at present we are not in a position to make
any positive announcement about a new edition,
but one will be made at the earliest possible moment.
We shall greatly value your prayers that we may be
given. wisdom to know and to do the Will of God in
this matter. In the meantime we would suggest to
our readers that such books as * The Warfare with
Satan ”, ““Life in the Spirit ’, ‘“ The Conquest of
Canaan” and “ The Clinic Hour” all give much
valuable light on the spiritual conflict, with which
the Church is faced in these days.

Songs of the Heavenly Life. A
In the Overcomer for October, 1947, we raised the

-question of publishing a new, and possibly extended,

edition of this little' hymn book. "Some of our
friends have written to us about this, and we wish to
thank them for the encouragement and help of their
It is, however, a matter which will have to wast.

* We are finding that, owing to increasing sales, we are

faced with so much re-publication that we have had
to work out a kind of * priority ’ system, and there
are a number. of books and booklets which must be
re-issued before we can embark on a new hymn book.

Fighting the Famine, -

We are not able yet to quote a price for this boo
announced in our January issue,. but work on it is
nearing completion. We are hoping to bring it out
at an early date, and will deal with all enquiries as
soon as we are able to give definite information.

The Battle for the Mind.

This valuable little booklet is at present out of
print, but a new edition will be available before long,
and details will be announced in the July Overcomer.

Bibles.

There is a disturbing shortage of Bibles in these
days, and the situation in this respect is not likely
to improve. We have been asked to co-operate in
collecting second-hand English Bibles—or for that
matter—Bibles in any language, to help meet existing
requirements, and if possible to build up some stock
against future needs. The condition of the binding
does not matter, as arrangements are being made for
re-binding where necessary. If you have any Bibles
not in use they would be gratefully received and put
to %3:1d use by : The Bible House, Cadoxton, Barry,
S. es.

The Bookroom.‘ .
The Bookroom will, as usual, be closed for the
month of August, and we would ask our friends to

be kind enough to arrange that orders—especially
large ones—reach us either before or after this month.

Names and Addresses.

It is a great help if our friends, when ordering books
or magazines, will kindly PRINT their names and
addresses,

To Readers in U.S.A. and Canada.

You will help us greatly if your remittances are
sent by MONEY ORDER. If you state the amount
you are sending in British money to the Postmaster
at any American or Canadian P.O., he will make out
a Money Order at the current rate.

_ Neither cheques on American Banks—nor dollar
bills realise their full value in England ; and they
make for complication in office work.

Money Orders should be made out to :
* The Overcomer " Literature Trust,
payable at Bournemouth, England.

If I unsought A
. Intrude upon you on some crowded day,

Give me a moment's prayer, in passing thought

_ Bevery sure I need it; therefore, pray.
‘ ‘ —Seélected.



PR A RERAE
"‘-}‘,.{g.,z{,tc.k.f;;m R A Iy

on

—THE OVERCOMER—

“Time?” or

“ Eternity ”

A Word to Workers

F we bave been brought through the gateway of
the cross into newness of life, what shall we aim at
in the light of eternity ? This is a question to be

settled in the presence of God in view of the judgment
seat of Christ, lest we should be ‘ not approved . .

What shall we aim at in our various departments of
Christian work? Outward success, large numbers,
the applause of others, popularity with &e Christian
world, or—shall we * make it our aim . .. fo be
well-pleasing unto Him >’ ? (2 Cor. 5: 9, R.V.). Shall
we aim at success*in the sight of God? Are we
willing to live a hidden life and do a hidden work, a
work to be revealed in the day of Christ as able to
stand the testing fire? :

What shall we aim at as regards the members of our
various Bible and other classes ?

Shall we now use everything as a means to a
definite end, and that end the conversion of those still
without ‘“ God and without hope ”’? Shall we let
go the mere fleeting object of “ influencing them for
good”, and ‘““watch for . .. souls, as they that
must give account ”’ ? (Heb. 13. 17). Shall we tarry
before; God and “ask” that He will “ give them

life’? . |

What shall we aim at as regards the Christians
committed to our charge? Shall we now be content
with leading them to Christ, and then leave them in
the condition of ‘‘ babes yet carnal”? Shall we
not seek. to lead them into the - ““ full stature of
Christ ”, and never be content until we see them
matured souls

filled with the Holy Ghost " ?

Do we really believe that God is no-respecter of
persons, and that every blood-bought child of His
may be ‘‘ endued with power from on high ”? Are
we workers watching and praying until -every one
reaches this point? Think of the results! Think
of all that it would mean if every Christian was truly
God-possessed and God-equipped. It is impossible
for any soul to be anything else but a soul-winner
when filled with the Holy Ghost. i

When shall we learn that our power to reach the
masses beyond the little circle we immediately touch,
depends upon our leading the Christians into such
knowledge of God that they become centres and
channels of blessing to those around them ? :

Do we see that .#hss is the .““ short cut” . to the
“ regions beyond ”’ ? Do we see that this is effectual
work? Do we see that six souls,” matured and

knowing their God so that they are made * more
than conquerors’’ in every circumstance of life,
represent better and deeper work than fifty brought
to Christ, remaining as babes in Christ, easily
swamped by contrary influences when gone beyond
the reach of our influence ?

We long to reach the masses unsaved. We think,
and pray, and scheme how to do it. The answer lies
close at hand ! Let us reach them by leadiing every
Christian on to know in life experience the fullness of
the Holy Ghost.

*“ In me first for a pattern,”’ said Paul the apostle.
We can lead on just as far as we have gone, and no
further. Let us see to it that those around us behold
in us the God-possession we urge them to obtain.
Let us ourselves be object lessons of what others are
to aim at. Let us henceforth be ambitious (2 Cor.
5:9, R.'V. mar.): o

To be well-pleasing unto God alone. * We make it

our aim (are ambitious) to be well-pleasing unto
Him.” (2Cor.5:9, R.V.)
- To be saturated with Divine love. ““The end . . .
is love . . . from which some not aiming at have
turned aside unto vain talking.” (1 Tim. 1: 5-6,
R.V. : '

To) reach the souls no one else can. * Making it my
aim (or being ambitious) to preach the gospel, not
where Christ was already named.” (Rom. 15:
20, R.V.)

To be faithful in the work commitied to our hands
and be content. ‘‘ Be ambitious to be quiet and to
do your own business ” (1 Thess. 4: 11, R.V.).or
‘ Be ambitious to be umambitious’’ is Conybeare’s
rendering. A life lived to pleasé God alone, making
“love " its sole object in all its dealings with others ;
aiming ceaselessly in true self-effacement to do the

- work that others are not doing; content to lead &

hidden life, faithful in its own sphere. Such a life
will be for eternity, and not for time.

JEssiE PENN-LEWIS.

Never mind whereabouts your work is.. Never

-mind whether your name is associated with it. You

may never see the issues of your toils. You are
working for eternity. If you cannot see the results

" in the hot working day, the cool evening hours are

drawing near when you may rest from your labours,
and when they will follow you. T >
S : 4 " Dr. MACLAREN.
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To our Readers

- Dear Frienas.

In a few weeks’ time we shall be gathering for our
Annual Conference, and I.often find myself thinking
when letters or orders for books come from some of
you in other lands—" How much I should like to
meet you, and how nice it would be if you could be
with us at our Conference | A
. Truly the “ fellowship of the saints "’ is a wonder-
ful thing ! But I think we must always bear in mind
thé fact that true fellowship can only grow out of a
1 We read in the New Testament
of being ‘“called into the fellowship of His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord ” (1 Corinthians 1. 9); of
“ The fellowship of ministering to the saints” (2
Corinthians 8. 4); of * fellowship in the Gospel”
(Philippians 1. 5) ; of the * fellowship of the Spirit
(Philippians 2. 1.) ; and of “ the fellowship ‘of His
sufferings "’ (Phtlippians 3, 10). Here are links,
which form a chain. binding together those who are of
one mind in a united campaign of love and service.
This is no mere temporary enjoyment of each other’s
company, but a deep oneness, proof against distance,
time, and the assaul%s of the enemy, and it results.in
emphatic testimony being given to the world to our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Jokn 17. 21 and 23).
~ We are giving prayer a prominent place in the
Conference. We shall pray for you, and do ask you
to pray for us that it-may not be just another series
of ‘““meetings”’ (one gets rather tired of meetings
sometimes), but a season spent in the presence of
God, and to His glory. o S

It is going to be our privilege to have with us an
abnormally large number of missionaries, and
Christian workers labouring in difficult spheres of
service, and I am going to ask readers to help us by
placing an adequate “ Guest Fund ' at our disposal
to meet this very real need.

To change the subject !
Bible Society which has been responsible for the
issue of the Scriptures in more than seven hundred
and sixty languages and dialects, was founded in the
troublous days of the Napoleonic "wars. The
founders, to quote from the Bishop of Lichfield's
foreword to the book—'* These Remarkable Men "
by John A. Patten, ‘‘mever thought of postponing
theiy projects to quicter times.” We live in days of
peculiar difficulty, but I believe that God’s plan is
that men and women shall be able to read and study

literature expounding the message of the Cross i .

their own tongue. This will mean big developments in
our work as time goes on, and I.do want to ask your
fellowship in prayer that we may have wisdom and
ability neither to lag behind, nor push on in front of
God’s programme in this matter. :

. The launching of an Overcomer in German along the
lines of Le Vaingueur is more than probable during the
next few weeks, and we shall be grateful for any help

The British and Foreign

and advice our readers can give us in getting thi

little magazine into effective circulation. As Mrt

Penn:Lewis reminds us in the article: “ Time o
Eternity ”’, the real answer to reaching the grea
unsaved, needy masses of Europe is equipping Christ
ian men and women as effective ambassadors of ou
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Our aim is to helj
in doing this. - . '

Only yesterday we had a letter from Egypt enclos
ing some soiled torn pages from an old number of th:
Overcomer, which had come into the hands of th
writer. He asked for permission to translate article:

.into Arabic for magazines circulating-in that country

Such spontaneous outflow of the Message of ths
Cross must more and more become our objective-ir
believing prayer. i

- We all have much to do, and many problems tc
facethese days, and it is the easiest thing in the worl¢
for the enemy to rush us off our feet, and crush us
with a thousand burdens we have no right to carry
alone. May I then conclude with some lines by Fay
Inchfawn : :

¢« Ah, friend, consider well the Master’s plan
For aiding poor distressful man . . , .

¢ Pray ye,’ He said, ¢ join forces with the One
‘Who knows what can be‘done ‘
Just in a working day . . .’
Remember that He bears
Each need beneath His wing.
Out of the huxry and the din
O weary restless heart, creep in |

. Ours is a paradoxical life of conflict which is rest !

Yours in His service, :
- - J. C. METCALFE.

Preaching
with Survival Value

A revival that would contain any survival values
must set forth an initial experience of grace that not
only pardons but also bestows a generous, world-
conquering portion of the nature of the pardoning
God. What consummate folly is manifested by a
constant dwelling upon the imputation of righteous-
ness while ' saying little or nothing about an
impartation of the same. This utterly shallow mode
of preaching is exquisitely complemented by the
spiritual poverty of those who are deceived by it.
Unless there is a return to the preaching of regene-
ration-in the mode of Paul, Wesley, Edwards and
Finney hell is due to reap a harvest in this age that
will make Heaven shudder. It matters not how

otherwise orthodox a system of teaching may be, if it
does not set forth the holiness of God as wrath against
sin, and also set forth this holiness as graciously
available to the penitent believer through Christ and:
by the Spirit, it has no true element of survival in it.

R. A. KErAY in The Midnight Cry.
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I HAVE just been re-reading the episode in
Pilgrim’s Progress where Christian visits the Inter-
- preter's House, and sees amongst other things
the vision of the strongly guarded doorway, and the
man who * when every man started back for fear of
- the armed men . . . came up to the man that sat
there to. write, saying, ‘Set down my name, Sir !’
. Christian service has always been a conflict,
and we must engage in it in this same spirit; or we
had far better leave it well alone. ‘
. I want, in this connection, to study a Greek word,
used as far as I can discover, eight times in thé New
Testament. It is the word * agomizomai’’ of which
the main meaning is to * contend for a prize in the
games”. Paul uses it six times in his epistles in
direct reference to Christian service. We will take
them in the order in which they occur. v
- The first time he uses the word is in 1 Corinthians
9: 25. He has been explaining that for him

preaching the Gospel is in'no sense a profession or

occupation, or.even a voluntary work of charity, but
an obligation. * Woe is me,” he says, “if I preach
not the Gospel! For .. . a dispensation of the
Gospel is committed unto me ’’ *(verses 16 and 17).
To meet this obligation he is prepared to go to all
lengths—even to the extent “I am made all things
to all men, that I might by all means save some "’
(verse 22). Then he goes on to lay down the standard
of self-discipline needed in the ministry of the Gospel.
‘ Every man that st7iveth for the mastery is temperate
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
crown ; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run,
not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that
beateththe air: but I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection; lest that by any means,
when I have preached to others, I myself should be a
castaway ' (verses 24-27). . :

This raises the whole question of our present day
attitude to training for the ministry or mission-field.
Are we not inclined to place far too much stress on
the merely academic, the externals of preaching?
The result is that the ministry, ordained or lay,
possesses very few men who are equipped and disci-
plined to become deliverers of souls. The use of
soulpower to stir the emotions, and gain ‘‘ decisions "’
costs little, but to graduate into the ranks of those
who can lead the way into battle against the powers
of sin and darkness costs all. Those on the threshold
of Christian service must settle the matter once for
all. Am.T willing to face the discipline of the Cross
worked ‘into every aspect of my life, to. become. a
bond-slave—to be made all things to all men—to
bring even my body into subjection. : These are the
unavoidable terms of enlistment in the most difficult,

 Conflict All the Way

By‘ TaE EDITOR o ’

and yet most honourable of all callings ; and it is as
well to remember that such a level of self-discipline
is only attdined by a deliberate, purposeful determi-
nation to go right through with it. Satan will come
to us as he came to our Lord Himself with- the plea

““* Be'it far from thee . . . this shall not be unto thee”’,

and if we are to live and work to the glory of our
Heavenly Father, our reply must be just as un-
compromising as was His. - o

The second time Paul uses the word is in Colossians
1:29. In verse 27 he unveils the true meaning of
the “ mystery’’ made plain to men in thé Gospel
*““ which 1s Christ in you, the hope of glory. . . .’ In
verse 28 he defines the objective of preaching (and I
think it is fair to include ‘“‘writing”’ as well .as
‘“ speaking” in this category)—" thal we may

- present every man perfect in Christ Jesus . What a

tremendous aim | And one which all the powers of
fallen hiunan nature, and all the subtleties of Satan
and ‘his hosts will strain every merve to thwart!
We can probably all of us gain some kind of a
“ following **, but have we patience to woo our
opponents, lovirigly instruct the obstinate, and see
the deliverance of the devil-dominated ? That is the
true criterion of evangelistic gift, the crown of
pastoral oversight | : e

““ Whereunto,”” Paul continues, ‘I also labour,
striving according to his working, which worketh in
me mightily. For I would that ye knew what great
conflict I have for you. . . .” , '

Here was no artist producing sermons, through
which could be secured the reputation of being an
orator, a master of the science of words. Here was
no author carefully weighing each phrase so that his
work might be acclaimed by the critics, and have an

-honoured position on the library shelf. Here was no

diarist, or writer of letters which perhaps would keep
his memory green amongst readers of comihg
generations. Paul preached and wrote under the
dominating influence of an overmastering passion,
on behalf of his hearers or readers, ‘ that their

" hearts might be comforted, being knit together in

love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of
understanding. To the acknowledgment of the
mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ . ...”
(Colossians 2 : 2). : . _
For. him ministry always: spelt. conflict. Energised -
by the mighty working of the Holy Spirit, he kept
this objective in view for all with whom he came
into contact ‘‘ to open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to-light, and from the power of Satan
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins,
and inheritance- among them which aré sanctified -
by faith that is'in Christ *’: (Acts 26 : 18). . The'pride
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and prejudices of the- human heart, backed by all
the principalities and powers of darkness continually
arrayed themselves against him.. But with him
words were weapons, and -preaching a campaign.
Listen to his confidence in his God-given armament !
““ We do not war after the flesh,” he cries, * (for the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of strongholds),
casting down imaginations, and every high thing
" that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every thought to the
" obedience of Christ ** (2 Corinthians 10 : 3-5).
* C. A. Fox, living and labouring in the succession of
warrior-preachers, wrote : ‘‘ That Sermon which
leaves its listeners sweetly placid as an unruffled lake
reflecting itself, is an injury to the Church of God ”.
He is right ; the mere giving or hearing of an address
has no value in itself, but may only pile up con-
demnation for both speaker and hearers. "Sinners
must. be roused and saved, believers must be
established, sanctified, and put to work. Paul was
never satisfied until he could see * Christ formed ”
in his converts, and persisted in conflict for them
through thick and thin to this end. We cannot
afford to be more easily satisfied.
Now shall we turn to Colossians 4 : 12 which reads :
* Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ,
saluteth you, always striving (m) fervently for you in
prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in
all the will of God”’. Here we are introduced to the
. prayer conflict. It is worth noticing that the prayer
- warrior of this passage was apparently not a worker
of any particular prominence or outstanding gift.
He was just a' member and representative of the
Colossian Church, but he had learnt a rarely under-
stood lesson—the technique of fighting prayer.
Much is said and written dealing with various aspects
of prayer. Communion—intercession—worship have
all rightly received close attention from Christian
teachers, but fighting prayer is rarely spoken of,
and is, in fact, an idea often viewed askance as being
not quite “ orthodox ”. But what are the facts of
the case? The Christian Church is called to fulfil
her saving ministry in a world that “ lieth in the
wicked one’. Not only is the unconverted man
dominated in a very real way by the powers of

" . darkness, as workers in heathen lands are fully aware,

because they see his grip in its most blatant forms ;
but the Christian also is beset on every hand with
determined assaults of the foe designed to dislodge
him from his standing ground ‘‘in Christ”’, as the

prevalence of backsliding in our day all too clearly

proves. The prayer warrior fights in the unseen
realm, and striking directly at the enemy in the
background with the sharp edge of the glittering
sword of the Word of God, sees those for whom he
fights not only brought to -Christ, but made to
* stand perfect and complete in all the will of God .
This important side of Christian work needs sanely

studying, then testing and learning in the university -

of practical experience. There is many a minister

of the Gospel, who would give much to have in his
congregation a band of those to whom he coul¢
appeal in these words ‘‘I beseech you, brethren
for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love o
the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in yow
prayers to God for me’’ (Romans 15 : 30), and ‘whc
could understand ‘and respond to the call. This
prayer warfare is incidentally one of the main needs
to-day if we are to see genuine revival. Always
remember, too, that it can only lead to victory as it
is deep rooted in the fact that at God’s right hand is
the Victor of Calvary, Who in His Cross made an
open show of the mighty principalities and powers of
hell, otherwise  we only expose ourselves to the
enemy’s counter-attack. .

In 1 Timothy 4 : 10, we see the Christian conflict
linked with persecution, which always dogs the
footsteps of every faithful witness to Christ. This is
probably one of the hardest aspects of warfare to face.
To set out on some project with high hopes, and pure
motives, and then to have to endure the misunder-
standing of those, who ought to be our most loyal

_collaborators. To long to help, and meet with

nothing but rebuff if not open opposition. To walk
alone feeling the keen edge of the secret disapproval
of those we love. These bring us into some of the
darkest spots in this grim campaign. And yet, if
in spite of these things, we can still bring self to the
Cross, and manifest the sweetness and winsomeness
of Christ, what a victory is here | Such prayers as,
‘ Father, forgive them for they know not what they

. do” uttered by Our Lord as the nails were driven

home, and amid the taunts of the embittered priests
—or ‘““Lord lay not this sin to their charge | "’ the
cry of Stephen in the face of the rage of his
persecutors, who were hounding him to death, have
done more to carry the cause of truth to victory than
anything else. We may triumph over our foes and
critics by our clever handling’ of a situation, or
silence them by our brilliant retort, but we can only
disarm and win them by patient love. The fact that
persecution and suffering is the inevitable result of
following Christ is a ‘“ hard saying ”’, and yet even
here is joy—"* If ye be reproached for the name of
Christ happy are ye, for the spirit of glory, and of God
resteth upon you ”’ (1 Peter 4 : 14). It is not, then,
for us to pity ourselves but to rejoice.

Knowing full well from a long personal experience
the intensity of conflict that besets the ambassador
of Jesus Christ, Paul gives this ringing call to his
son in the faith, Timothy. * Fight the good fight of
faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art
also called, and hast professed a good profession
before. many . witnesses ’ (1 Timothy 6 : 14). You
and I can lead no one a step further than we ourselves
have gone. Such a call can only be given by
a seasoned warrior, for whom the ministry is a fight,
and whatever outer things may look like, a victorious
campaign right to the gates of heaven. .

- It was literally ‘from."the - gates of heaven ‘that_
Paul at length looked back: over his-long career, and.
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was able, by the grace of God, to say : “ I am now

* ready to be offered, and'the time of my departure is

at hand. I have fought a good fight, 1 have finished

my course, I have kept the faith : henceforth there is -

laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day :
and not to me only, but unto them also that love His
appearing . (2 Timothy 4 : 6-8).

Love for His appearing is no passive, sentimental

emotion, but an absolute response to His call to’

warfare in ministry, in prayer, in suffering until we
are finally released from our commission, and that
day dawns when that which is merely of this earth
shall be swept away, in the manifestation of the

magnificence of the new creation He has been working
on all the time,.

“ Thgre’s a .ﬁght to be fought, there’s a work to be
one, .o :
And a foe to be met ere the set of the sun,.
And the call is gone out o’er the land far and wide—

‘Wh%’]l?follow the banner? Who's on the Lord’s
side :

O’er the waters it soundeth from lands far away,

Where the rebel usurper holds fair realms in sway ;

Thft:,-re'dare chains to be severed, and souls to be
eed ; N ! , .

Our Captain is calling ; Himsel_f takes the lead.”

.On every hand we are hearing of the darkness of
the day in vghich we live, and the difficulties that
surround Chbristian service. Much of such talk is
unconsciously defedtist, and engenders a supine
passivity of outlook. But John writes in the same
chapter in which he discusses the activities of anti-
christ—"“ The darkness is past, and the true light
now shineth’’. There is radiance from the ppast to
brighten our path, the reflection of the finished work,
and mighty triumph of Calvary; and before us
there is the moming star of everlasting day. Shall
we not see that this light penetrates to the very
depths of the kingdom of darkness; and through
the God-appointed means of fighting ministry and
prayer; and if He will—persecution and suffering,
do His work faithfully * until He come”. .

Rest
. Matthew 11 : 28
By Rev. OswALD CHAMBERS

' EST means the perfection of motion. “I will

give you rest,”” that is, ‘I will stay you’.
Not—'I will put you to bed and hold your
hand and sing you to sleep”; but—'I will get you
out of bed, out of the languor and exhaustion, out
of being half dead while you are alive; I.will so
imbue you with the spirit of life that you will be

-stayed by the perfection of vital activity’. It is

not a picture of an invalid in a bath-chair, but of life
at such a pitch of health that everything is at rest,
there is no exhaustion without recuperation. Physical
health is a delight because it is an exact balance
between our physical life and outer circumstances.

. Disease means that outer circumstances are getting

too much for the vital force on the inside. Morally
it is the same.  No one is virtuous naturally, we

-may be innocent naturally, but innocence is often a

hindrance because it is nothing in the world but
ignorance. Viriue can only be the outcome of conflict.
Everything that does not partake of the nature of
virtue is the enemy of virtue in us. Immediately we
fight we become moral in that particular. Spiritually
it'is the same, everything that is not spiritual will
make for our undoing. “In the world ye shall have
tribulation,” said Jesus, ‘“but be of good cheer,
T have overcome the world.” Spiritual grit is what
we need. We become spiritual whiners and talk

pathetically about °suffering the will of the Lord’.
Where is the majestic vitality and might of the Son
of God about that ! *‘ Come unto Me, and I will give
you rest,” .., ‘I will imbue you with the spirit of

life so that you will be stayed by the perfection of

vital activity ’. Jesus will produce in us the actual
experience that is exactly- like -the reality; that
means that the very life of Jesus will be manifested
in our actual lives if we will face the music in His

strength. Faith is not a mathematical problem,

the nature of faith is.that it must be tried. How
many of us are laying up ‘gold’ for a rainy day?
When we go through the trial of faith’ we gain so

‘much wealth in our heavenly banking account, and

the more we go through the trial of faith the wealthier
we become in the heavenly regions. =

THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE

- for Christian workers,

arranged in cbnne_ction‘ with *“ THE OVERCOMER" will (D.V.) be held at

MAY 24-—29, 1948

 The-Speakers include ; REV. A, R. BOUGHEN, Captaln J. C.. METCALFE, M.C., Major IAN THQMAS. D.S.0.

1 . Rey. E:-G. VINE, and others.
. For programmes and full particulars; write to :

s it omouthy Hants, oo T s

uT"hé"Cbn‘fé}éﬁ;e_;S."eér'_et'a';r'y,‘;:Z}AW;esﬁb,oju':fne Piark Road. Bourne-
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REVIVAL isa Word that is greatly mxsused these
days. A return to God that gives the Holy
.. Spirit_freedom to manifest His. power and
wisdom as He wills is revival. But to-day, in many
places, man’s substitute for .the Spirit’s power,
wisdom' and work is called revival—the spell of
oratory ‘or personality, emotionalism produced by
the song leader, music, the sentimental story, and as
much showmanship or mob-psychology as the
leadershlp of the meeting is able to apply. .By such
means. “revival” with professions of conversmn
are ' guaranteed ",
work of the Spirit of the Living God.

* Paul and the other preachers of the. Gospel in the
New Testament church did not make use of any such
things. Paul said,” “ And as for myself, brethren,
-when I came to you, it was not with surpassing
. power of eloquence or earthly wisdom that I came,
announcing to-you that which God had commanded
‘me to bear witness to. For I. determined to be
utterly ignorant, when among you, of everything
"except of Jesus Christ, and of Him: as having been
-crucified. ~ And so far as I myself was concerned, I
came'to you in.conscious feebleness and in fear and
" in deep anxiety. And my language and the Message
-that I proclaimed were not adorned with pérsuasive
‘words of earthly wisdom, but depended tpon truths
~which the Spirit taught and mightily carried home ;
so that your trust might rest not on the wisdom of
.man b;:t on the power of God ” (Weymouth 1 Cor
2:1-5

Paul détermmed (deﬁmtely decided) to set a.s1de .

anything that was of human wisdom and works and
to depend exclusively upon the Holy Spirit:. His
‘reason was. that he wished the faith of the converts
to have a purely spiritual basis.

That means that had he- mtroduced .such human' ‘

‘aids into his ministry, the fruit would not have been
-sound. The faith of those saved would have rested
partly upon these thmgs and not -entirely in the
power of the Spirit.

When ‘the Holy Spirit is really workmg there is
power in the simple preaching of the Gospel. His
power cannot be replaced by human aids. The aids
are counterfeits and their fruit partakes of ‘their
character.

To-day, too often, among ftmda.mental Chnstla.ns
oratory, emotlona.hsm, entertainment of one kind ‘or
another, shallow,
-human tools used for -

‘“creating an atmosphere ”’
-and

“ bringing revival”’. Why are such tools

-used 2 = There are several rea.sons, To use:them it is’
‘not necessary. to-pay the cost of being filled with the

freedom to manifest Himself through us.

‘with the winning smile, the self-assured

But such revival is not the -

sen’umental choruses, are' the-

K ._contmual action by Hls wﬂl ' ":

* Sound Fruit

BY ArLex R.. HAY Bumos Azres T

Spl.nt Tt is much easier to use them than to wa]k
in such obedience to the Holy Spirit that He has
It is not
necessary, to have real faith nor to prevail in prayer
to use them. With them it is'easy to rouse emotions
and get “results”. It is pleasa.nt to ‘use them.
They allow a full d1sp1ay of man’s cleverness. = The
flesh can glory in them even while it says that the
results are the work of the Holy Spirit. The preacheé'
goo

mixer ", occupies the centre of the stage. )

It is all done in the Lord’s Name and the Spirit is
given the credit for the results; but did the people
see the Lord alone? Was the power rea.lly the
Holy Spmt s power ?

" Man is laying theé hand of flesh heavily upon God’s
work, and where this is so there can be no true
rev1val To see a true warking of the Spirit of God
in power we must get back to the spiritual way
where there is repentance from all the works of the

*flesh, where the flesh with its pride, earthly wisdom

and self-confidence is crucified and we go to God in
trie humility and simple faith. God's arm is not
shortened, but-He is straightened in His people.

Extracted from. an article in ** Field News”, the
organ of the New' Testament Missionary Union.

SRR

What is Unselﬁshness r

ELFISHN ESS isa. pa.ssmn for self unselﬁshness,
or. selflessness; is a passion for’ God and that
always means for others in their need. The
-strea.ms of life naturally turn out.” Wherever Satan

"has been able' to. control or influence with His subtle
_cunning, " those streams. all turn in. And wherever

the streams’ all turn in there is a Dead Sea. Many a
man s life, many a so-called Christian man’s life, is

é)ly the coast-line of a Dead Sea. We ought to be
stu ying: more carefully the direction of the current
of that stréam, I mean the iinder-current.

Jesus was swept by a passion for Another. He
was: utterly unselfish, selfless in this strong, good

‘meaning. And, if you will please note very sharply,

He was so beca.use He chose to be. The air about

~ Him was thick with temptations luring the other
way. He had to-choose, and, very reverently let me say,

that that choice was not easy. It took a real posrtlve
S D GORDON




. P
. W I A
R T B R

THE OVERCOMER

Fowr iy

1

IEraECa—

The , Sacnﬁces Of God

.19

: A Psalm 51: 17
o The Personal Testimony of REV. CHARLES SIMEON

f“ IT is now a little above forty years since I began

to seek after God; and within about three

months of that time, after much humiliation and
prayer, I found peace through that Lamb of God
who taketh away the sins of the world. :

‘With this sweet hope of ultimate acceptance with
God, I have always- enjoyed much cheerfulness
before men ; but I have at the same time laboured
incessantly to cultivate the deepest humiliation
before God. "I have never thought that the circum-
stance of God’s having forgiven me, was any reason
why I should forgive myself ; on the contrary, I have
always judged it better to loathe myself the more,
in proportion as I was assured that God was pacified
towards me (Ezekiel 16: 63). Nor have I been

satisfied with viewing my sins, as men view the stars-

on a cloudy night, one here and another there, with
great intervals between ; but have endeavoured to
get, and to preserve continually before my eyes,
such a view of them as we have of the stars on the
brightest night : the greater and the smaller all
intermingled, and forming, as it were, one continuous
mass ; nor yet as committed a long time ago, -and
in many successive years; but as all forming an
aggregate of guilt, and needing the same measure of
humiliation daily, as they needed at the very moment
they were committed. Nor would I willingly rest
with: such a view as presents itself to the naked eye ;
I have desired, and do desire daily, that God would
put (so to speak) a telescope to my eye, and enable
. ‘me to see, not a thousand only,; but millions of my
sins, which are more numerous than all‘the stars
which God Himself beholds, and more than the
sands upon the sea-shore. There are but two objects
, that I have ever desired for these forty years to behold ;
the ome 1s, my own. vileness ; - and the other is, the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ: and I have always
thought that they should be viewed together; just
as Aaron confessed all the sins of all Israel whilst he
put-them on the head of the scape-goat. The disease
did not keep him from applying to the remedy, nor
did the remedy keep him from feeling the disease.
By this I seek to be, not only humbled and thankful,
but humbled in thankfulness, before my God and
-Saviour continually. : . '

‘The consequence. of this unfemitted labour is,
that I have, and have continually had, such a sense
of my. sinfulness, as would sink me into. utter despair,
if I-had not an assured view of the sufficiency and
willingness of Christ to save me to the uttermost.
‘And ‘at the same time I have such a sense of my
acceptance through Christ, as wonld overset my little

barque, if I had not ballast at the bottom sufficient to .

' skin_a vessel. of no ordinary siz.. This expericnce

has been now so unintermitted for forty years, that a
thought only of some defect, or of something which
might have been done better, often: draws from me
as deep a sigh as if I had committed the most

enormous crime ; because it is viewed by me not as

a mere single grain of sand, but as a grain of sand
added to an already accumulated mountain. - - -

. Hence, then, my sighs and groans when in secret,

and which, when least thought of by me, may have -

been noticed by others: And if the Apostle Paul
so felt the burthen of sin as to cry ‘O wretched man
that I am ! who shall deliver me from the body of

“this death ? ” (Rom. 7 : 24) ;" who am I, that I should
not so feel, or so express my feelings; - or that I

should even wish to be exempt from them ?

Nor is it on a personal account only that groans
are uttered. A minister who knows what it is ‘to

‘ trayail in birth for his people till Christ be formed .
‘- in them’, will find many occasions of sorrow, as I

have of late years. I have had a people, some of
whom' have ill understood their duty towards me
(Heb. 13 : 17) and have constrained me ‘to give up
my daily account, not with joy, but with grief’;
or as it is in the original, with groans’.

- But supposing those expressions of my feelings to
have been on a personal account only, and that only
from a sense of my unworthiness, I. am far from

“conceiving it to be on the whole an undesirable

experience ; for by means.-of it my joys are tempered
with contrition, and my confidence with fear and
shame. ‘I  consider ‘the religion of the day as
materially defective in this point ; and the preaching
of pious ministers defective also. I do.not see, so
much as I could wish, an holy reverential awe of God.
The confidence that is geneérally professed does not
sufficiently, in my opinion, savour of a
spirit, or of a sinner-like spirit. . S

. Finally, God Himself is light, and I.am to be as

. like Him as' I can. But what is light? " Is it not a
combination of different rays,—the red, the orange, -

the yellow, the green, the blue, the indigo, and 'the
violet? Some would think, perhaps, that they
could make better light, if they had the brilliant rays
alone; but so think not I; I would have the due
proportion of the sombre with the bright; and all in
simultaneous motion ; and then I think I.should
resemble -more the created and the uncreated
light. * At all events, this is my one ambition, to
live with one Mary at my: Saviour’s feet, listening to
His' words. (whilst others are cumbered about the
world), and-to die with the other Mary, washing His
feet, with my: teéars, and wiping them with the hairs

of my head.”: "y e

creature-like
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The Practi-cdl Possibilities  0f the
| Prayer Conflict

HAVE taken some extracts, which bear witness
to the need and value of prayer warfare, which I
submit.to our readers for their prayerful con-
sideration, suggesting that they put this whole
. matter to the test in the peculiar difficulties of their

own situation.

The first extract is from a booklet—Prayer—
Focused and Fighting, by Mr. G. H. Lang, and is an
account, written at the time, of tent meetings for
Moslems held in Egypt in July and August, 1910.
It illustrates the controlling power of prayer,
especially united prayer, in difficult situations which
arise in the wars of the Lord, and it enforces the
assurance He gave to men of faith that ‘‘ Nothing
shall be impossible unto you ”’ (Matt. 17 : 20). ’

Let praise be given to God that this is so, that nothing—
literally nothing—is impossible, and that even to us, that is
. to the reader and to the writer as individuals.

But let it be remembered that God chooses the ‘' weak
things ”* for accomplishing impossibilities. Upon this text
(1 Cor. 1. 27) one has written, ‘‘ He hath chosen the weak
things. He has not made shift with them—taken them be-
cause there were no others. No! He hath chosern them.”

‘What could be simpler, weaker, less exciting than a small
card, inviting the reader to a meeting, and quoting the words,
“ What must I do to be saved ? >’ and ‘‘ Now is the day of
salvation ”? Who would have thought of commotion being
caused by merely placing a tent on the sea shore at the remote
end of Ramleh, and seven miles from the main part of the
city of Alexandria, inviting Moslems to hear the good news ?

But by such innocent means God is pleased to carry

forward His business, that “ the excellency of the power may
be of God, and not from ourselves ”’, His feeble servants.
. But will Moslems attend gospel meetings? The answer
is that from fifty to sixty attended each of the six Sunday
meetings held (and they were of different classes socially),
~whilst smaller, but most markedly interested audiences came
to two week-day meetings which closed the series.

But can they be induced to give a quiet hearing whilst
Christ is preached as the Son of God, and His death is pro-
claimed as the only way of life? We can bear personal
witness that no audience in an English church could be

uieter, and both the American Consul and the Chief of
o}ize commented upon this feature in the presence of the
writer. - o

But can Mohammedans be really stirred to deep interest ?
Let a felow-worker tell of the many nights when he was kept
. late conversing with men who made it their earnest business

to discover of whom fuller enquiries could be made, and of
* which seekers several seemed to present clear tokens of being
subjects of the gracious, positive working of the Holy Spirit.
These cases came to light ere the meetings closed ; but we
are certain that in gatherings so marked by a deep sense of
the presence of God, many more hearers were truly wrought
- upon than made themselves known at the time.
But we have spoken of commotion being caused by this
. ‘work, and it may be well to let it be known again how different
are the conditions of service in a Moslem land from the quiet,
uneventful circumstances of England. :
"From the first announcement of the Arabic meetings th
local Moslem newspapers entered upon a campaign of bitter
opposition.. Fierce articles appeared, containing misrepre-
sentations'énd-appealing to prejudices; political and religious.
, The -city- ‘authorities took note of the sjtuation, fearing a
*public " distirbatice. “The - Chief :of -the - Public : Seturity

Department, an Englishman, and happily well disposed,
attended the meetings, sometimes with plain clothes officers.
The friend responsible for the tent and the meetings being
an American subject, the United States Consul took a lively
(and kindly) interest, and came out from town several times.
One of the highest officials in the land, a Moslem, staying
in the district for a time, is reported to have thrown his
influence in the- direction of having the meetings stopped, if
possible. Local authorities, being Mobammedans, would
doubtless have been glad to take this action had it been

" legally possible; but it was with regret we heard that one

leading English official was with them in this desire.

“And thus did this little tent by the blue sea, and this quiet
gospel work, become promptly a centre of acute interest in
the ‘highest political circles, to the diplomatic and consular
agencies, to the local authorities, and to the police and the

eople. s

Npo doubt the delicacy of the general political situation in
Egypt had something to do with this concern; for a riot
involving Moslem, Coptic, American, and English interests
might very likely have proved an unwelcome public compli-
cation.

Nor was the fear of disturbance at all unfounded. After
the meetings closed we were told by officials who knew the
facts that a plot was actually formed to break up the fourth
Sunday meeting, so as to provoke the interference of the
police, and thus give the Moslem authorities the needed
pretext for closing the tent. Some twenty or more men,
well known to the said Chief of the Secret Police, were then
present. One of the number was to rise in the meeting and
ask a questicn, and upon discussion arising this gang were to
provoke an uproar. The scheme got so far that the appointed
man did rise and ask a question, but being quickly and neatly
replied to by the speaker he could do nothing but at once
resume his seat; and he and his confederates were so non-
plussed that they knew not what next to do, and so did
nothing, and the meeting proceeded quietly to the finish.
So the only result was that these particularly evil men,
together with the private police present in readiness, heard
for once the gospel which probably they never otherwise
would have heard ! :

The Secret of Victory.

Thus amidst difficulties and uncertainty this effort, out-
wardly most decorous and uneventful, was conducted. And
if we are asked the secrets of the work being safely carried on
in spite of powerful official opposition and popular resent-
ment and plotting, and of its being continued to the appointed
conclusion (the tent being then needed elsewhere), we answer
that the victory was gained over human enemies by it being
first gained over spirit foes. In these battles our wrestling
is not against flesh and blood but against the principalities,
against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this
darkness, ag.i.nst the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenlies (Eph. 6 : 12).

This being recognised by the few workers more immediately
responsible for the meetings, these . ‘ with all prayer and
supplication prayed at all seasons ”, dealing in ‘the heavenly
-places with every known fact and feature of the situation,
and seeking, by definite and believing appeals to God, to
provide against every contingency. Before the meeﬁn%s,
during the gatherings, and afterwards; by day and by
‘night; alone .and altogether this small band of soldiers
fought the battle in the Spirit, and by reliance upon the
faithfulness of the Lord to His promises. - oL
“ Taking by faith their God-given place:ds already seated
upon the throne:in Christ,.and as:therefore holding in-Him

- the authority of God:tofurther His work committed to them,

these few believers controlled the situation in the interestsiof




THE OVERCOMER

21

the gospel. First binding the strong powers of heaven, it
became possible to restrain earthly authorities by the prayer
of faith, Suspend the spirit instigators of evil, and the
/human actors can be restrained. - - .
In answer to prayer Moslems came ‘to"the meetings, and
prayer secured the quiet, orderly seasons mentioned. The
prayers of faith opened hearts to attend to the Word
§reached, and prayer. supported the speakers, Coptic and
nglish. Prayer secured a sense of the Lord’s. majestic
spiritual presence, and prayer made possible the powerful
convicting operation of the Holy Spirit. o :
In the light of these events, confirming as.they do
observation and experiences in very many lands, and of work
among various races, religions, and classes of society, we dare
to affirm that whensoever and wheresoever the Lord’s
servants will consider such praying the principal and most
urgent and indispensable feature of our work, then and there
will come true the words of our Lord to us, “ NoTHING shall
be IMPOSSIBLE to you . C
Nothing very wonderful is possible without this type of
praying, but the greatest wonders are wrought by means of
it. This is fact, even if we do not understand the why of it.

Next we have an extract from a leaflet—* 0u1:
Throne Rights ** by Sarah Foulkes Moore, published
in America. : .

“ Instances may be multiplied to show that in every situa-
tion where, in faith, the obedient child of God claims his
throne-rights in Christ and boldly exerts his authority that
none are able to stand before him. A mother was grieved
with the lying disposition of her child. Learning of the
authority of ‘ His Name ' — quietly but firmly in the Name
of Jesus she rebuked the lying spirits and saw her child
delivered. In personal work difficulty is often encountered
in dealing with souls. The mind of the seeker after salvation
often seems bound and blinded. A quiet attitude of victory
over the ogposing spirits often brings quick deliverance to the
captive. In another instance a Cbristian worker was often
conscious of a stupifying power toming over his mind and
paralyzing his will. He was often pressed down and per-
plexed. He did not know of the oppression of the evil spirits
in the atmosphere and did not resist the attacks but stood
passive and helpless before them. One day it came to him
from God to say out loud, ° This is the devil. I resist him
in the Name and power of the Lord who conquered him at the
Cross’ He felt instant relief from the oppression on mind
and body. His mind cleared. His will became strong to
resist. - His faith in Calvary’s victory extricated him from a
mass of perplexing circumstances that had for years hindered
his testimony and prayer life.” L

Finally we have a letter from Dr. A. J. Broomhéll,
Sikang, China, published in China’s Millions for

January/February, 1948, and headed ‘‘ Learning to
Pray”. - :

 What God promises He is able to carry out. On our
recent trip into Independent Nosuland He gave us some
answers to prayer that in our faithlessness may seem re-
markable, though to Him they were simple matters..

In Sichang, on the border, we had been asking for an
interpreter, and out of the longings of my heart I was ex-
panding the prayer to include colleagues of all kinds for the
great work that lies before us, when in walked a tall, educated

Nosu of the ruling class. Somehow I was atttacted to him.

from the very first. He looked strong, steady, humble, and
at once I began to pray for his conversion.” If he was to
travel with us, live with us, eat with us, go through untold
adventures. with us, our opportunity of leading him to-the
Lorp would be unique—and had we not been praying for
" years already that Gop would raise up an Apostle among the
Nosu  themselves? - That'could .only come about by .men

'fsu‘ch as this young fellow,’ Chao. Szu-chidng; being won for |

‘When his wages had been settled, a-date set for the start of
our journey, and Chao sent home to prepare for the road, I
despatched two telegrams asking-for special prayer for him.
It seemed to me that his conversion was a matter of first-rate
importance, almost a challenge to test the whole issue of |
whether the Devil or Gop was to be supreme in Nosuland.
Certainly there could be no doubt that Satan would contest:
every move to conquer this stronghold of his. And in due’
course we set out and crossed the border of the Promised:

From the first there was evidence that the prayers of many
had been effective, and Chao’s heart was ready for the Truth.
He was very friendly, and seemed to be interested in the
New Testament, which I lent him. Never in his life had he
heard anything of the gospel, and was only vaguely aware
of having heard the name of Jesus in school days. -But he
was cautious and uncommunicative. ‘We reached the: little
town of Chaochio, a cluster of twenty or more mud houses
inside a high “‘city " wall. Six years ago the Chinese who
had succeeded in settling there numbered about 3,000, in-
cluding troops. But the Nosu resented their presence, and
one day roseé against them, driving out the great majority,
burning down their homes, and making a cattle kraal of the
town. Of the two leaders in this revolt, one was a young man
named Ba Tc'ie A-ku, a dashing warrior who made a great
reputation for himself at the time, and to this day is well
known throughout Nosuland. He came to see us, a fine
handsome fellow, not yet forty, but with the saljow complexion
of an opium smoker. By then we had had dealings with
many Nosu of all ranks, and I'longed for them all that they
might know Him whom to'know is life eternal, but as A-ku
sat and talked with us I felt compelled to pray specially
for him. ) . oo e

Prayer must be definite. -

It struck me that hitherto my prayings for Chao had been
too general, too inconclusive, and unless I took it more
seriously this one was going the way of so many prayers.
So I studied the conditions laid down in scripture for prayer
for which the answer (not simply Nol) was guaranteed :
Mark 2. 22-24; John 14.13-14,15.7,16; I John 5. 14, 15;
and others. And soon I realised that in this case the condi-
tions were fulfilled on Gop’s side and mine, and only the free
will of Chao and A-ku remained to be brought into tune—
and there were good indications that they were already pre-
disposed . to believe. Accordingly, I wrote their names and
the date in my Testament above the verses in John, to remind
me of my conviction if ever the Devil should attempt under-
mining it, and started praying thanlfully for a speedy
realisation of the answer. . . ‘

" Chao Szu-chiang was reading steadily through the gospels,
and became more and more interested.. The LorDp’s Prayer
appealed strongly to him, and he started to read it every day
before turning to other passages. He asked if he might pray
himself, as he had seen us doing, and I told him provocatively
that ‘‘ God heareth not sinners’” except their prayer of
repentance. But he persisted, and every day we had fresh
questions to answer, especially when he started studying a

- catechism of doctrine. .

Then came the day when he was sitting on the floor near
me while I wrote my diary, and suddenly looked up and asked
how he might be born again. Itwasthe moment I had waited
for with aching impatience. We talked a long time, and I
painted -a full picture of persecution and setbacks in the
service of Christ, but he had thought it all through. The
strong chains of superstition and spirit worship were broken,
and he was determined to pay any price that might be
necessary. We knelt together by his bed, on June 12th,
in the very heart of Nosuland, at Chuheh, our future home,
and the first Black Nosu (i.e., one of noble birth) found the
Saviour. Since then he has gone on weHT-we often had
Bible study together during the rest of our journey—and as
I write, a letter has arrived from him in:which he thanks.’me

;most warmly for having led him to.know the LoRp... .. "%,
. We had reached C] .uiéh by fording a,river in spate, at no
+ little risk, and it.had ‘been. raining-every.day.so retum; was
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out of the question unless the weather changed for the good.
At first it seemed impossible to me to pray for better condi-
tions, simply for our own comfort and convenience, but, after
ten days’ delay, the success of our expedition was involved,
and I turned to my verses of Scripture again. Before I
" prayed, however, there was a break in the weather and our
hopes rose, but the next day dawned again with sheets of rain
gouring down and no prospect of being able to cross the river.

is time I opened my Testament before the LorD and put
the situation to Him. I was abiding in Him, it was surely
His will that the trip should not fail through waste of time
and resources, it would be to His glory if I prayed in His
Name for the river to be crossable, and I had implicit faith
that what He promised He was able to perform. So I claimed
His promises and settled down to my work. Soon afterwards,
some Whites (retainers) came to report that, with. the lull of
the previous day and the weather suddenly clearing again, it
would be worth going as far as the river, eight miles away, on
the off-chance of getting across. We packed up and went.
And the story of our crossing, with saddles awash and the
animals trembling with fear in the running waters as a feudal,
b?.ttle took place over our heads, has been told in another

ace.

P Back at Chaochio we tried to make arrangements for an
escort to take us through the dangerous, lawless part of Nosu-
land that separated us from the River of Golden Sand and

the Chinese city of Chaotung in the east. But rumours of .

fighting on our route made most of our friends advise strongly
against attempting the journey. Only Chao and the magis-
trate shared my feeling that we would be all right, and the
.weight of opinion very nearly forced us to cancel our plans,
A-ku, however, had previously said he was willing to escort
_us, so I decided to wait for him to return from the country.
To retreat at this point, to retrace our steps with all the waste
of time and money it entailed (for it would have meant pro-
longing the journey by several weeks and travelling long
distances by slow means), could surely not be the will of
Gop for us. Besides, as yet we had had no opportunity
of telling A-ku the Good News, * and how shall they believe
in Him of whom they have not heard ? ”* Once more I made
sure of being on certain ground, and, to quote from my diary,
‘* felt all conditions were fulfilled, so prayed and accepted our
safe passage to Chaotung in the Name of JEsus . A few
minutes later A-ku arrived back from the country and said
he was still prepared to take us.

The Struggle Intensifies.

But that was not the end. The next day was a tense one
of argument back and forth, and it felt as if a grand battle were

vaging in the spivitual vealm, with the Evil One doing his level -

best to prevent us from penetvating right thvough his domain.
A-ku was drunk when we wanted to discuss plans for the

talk with hm, and resulted in the crowning glory of his

conversion. He handed me his rifle one afternoon, and asked
me what the markings on it meant. This was my chance.
From the date, 1938, I told him about the birth of Jesus and
His death on the Cross for us. And A-ku, wide-eyed, took
it all in, believing every word, and received a new heart the
same day. . . .

He had to return to Chaochio, however, and we went on
without him toward the battle area. Three thousand men
were engaged in deadly feudal warfare across our road.
A-kn had believed that we would be able to make a detour
round the danger zone, but the people he had committed us to,
we soon discovered, were shirking the responsibility. They
planned to take us back, deeper into Nosuland, and to send
us on by an altogether different route. We retired to bed
conscious of being in a very tight situation indeed, with the
devil saying, ‘It’s all very well being pious about it, but you
got yourself into this mess against good advice." Our
supplies were all but exhausted, to prolong our journey by
even one day would land us in the gravest of difficulties.
‘Wherever we went the Nosu killed a pig or sheep in our
honour, and every time this happened we were in honour
bound to repay them full value in cloth and other gifts. Yet
to go on, apparently, meant running great risks of injury and
capture, and if anything happened to us, A-ku and his friends
would be held responsible. .o

Early the next morning I went out on the mountainside,
overlooking the deep valley and the hills beyond that we
should have to cross, and came to the conclusion that it was
necessary and essential for us to go straight ahead whatever
the risk. So yet again I prayed on the sure basis of my good
friends, the prayer texts, that our escorts’ views might be
changed. Turning to my Bible and reading where I had left
off the day before, I came to this : ‘ (Abraham) being fully
persuaded that what Gop had promised He was able to per-
form ;' —and stopped. It was true, it was there for us, He
was going to answer my prayer. I returned to the house to
enquire what our escorts’ plans were, and was told they had
decided to take the risk, always keeping a hill between us and
‘the battlefield. My entry on that occasion, made in a tight
corner of another kind, reads : ‘ There have been too many
miracles already for me to doubt the truthfulness of Gop's
promises about prayer, so long as the request is truly in His
Name, to His glory, according to His will, and asked by a
believer who is abiding in Him.’

All glory be to Him, for nothing was plainer to us on each
of these occasions than the truth. ‘ Without Me ye can do
nothing ’.” C

War in Heaven

journey, and our many advisers had much to say. I wrote . -

in the diary for June 24th : * All this has been disturbing,
conflicting with my strong belief that it is the Lorp’s will
for us to go straight ahead. So I went on the city wall alone,
out of earshot, and reasoned it out with Him, re-reading the

prayer promises I am relying on, and checking up on each.

condition stated. Again it seems clear that everything
- points to going direct to Chaotung, so I reclaimed the promises
for this occasion and cried defiance to the Devil in the name
of the Lorp, giving thanks for prayer answered in advance.”
Then the sky broke, and the rivers swelled enough to-impede
us completely. All that night and all the next morning it
poured torrents. Already we had delayed until our supplies
of barter were getting dangerously low, and I was growing
desperate and bold. I prayed for fine weather and a fordable
river. Within an hour there was blue sky, and the following
day we made the crossing. The answer may have been on
rtfs éw:g before I prayed, but I was learning to pray in the will
o . '

A-ku had a scheme. Unknown to us, he-decided to show
©off the strange foréigner to his relatives all along the route,
and took us by circuitous bypaths for three days. It cost
us more of our precious stores than we could afford to use,
and led us into grim straits later on, but it gave us time to

Revelation 12 : 7

The Bible revelation of the existence of the armies both of
good and evil in the heavens so clear in' the New Testament,
is also plainly set forth in many passages in the Old
Testament, as well as in the Name of God—The Lord of
Hosts. There is a type of prayer which is based on this
revelation, and if, as we believe, these things are true, then
spiritual Christians hold, what I may call, the master key
to events down here.

If we are free in our own spirits, if we have not been swayed
by one or another of the various brands of defeatism .. .
then the nature of our conflict will be seen by us in its true
colours, and we shall know how to pray.

“If in intercession we present ourselves before God as
sons and daughters; heirs and heiresses, and not as . . .
those, who are beaten and tearful, then it can truthfully be
said ‘of such a prayer meeting ;. ‘ The shout of a King is.
among them.':”’ (Numbers 23 ; 21).. S
H. E. ALEXANDER.
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Battle School

Revelation 12 : 11
By Rev. A. R. BOUGHEN

ISITING in a low lodgmg-house in Birmingham,
VI once said to a man, “I don’t suppose you

want to stop here 7"’ His emphatic reply was,
“No sir”, Within the heap of rubbish covering
that broken life there was a surge of desire for victory
over his circumstances. In this desire for victory we
touch one of the deepest instincts that God has
implanted in man, broken and marred as it often is.

Our text lays down the great principle of the
overcoming life: ‘‘ They overcame by the . ..
Lamb . (We will come back to the omitied words a
little later).

The Lamb is the Supreme Overcomer

Have you ever looked at the life of the Lord Jesus
- from that viewpoint? Note, for instance, how in
Luke’s Gospel we have Jesus Christ presented as the
Son of man, meeting every human temptation,
facing every difficulty, ‘‘ tempted in all points like
as we are, yet without sin ’. (Heb. 4 : 15).

He is the great Master-Man. No’ life has ever
been perfect but His. He met the challenge of Sin,
of Satan, of the world, of the under-world, and of
death itself, and HE TRIUMPHED AT EVERY POINT.

The people spoken of in our text overcame first of
all by getting-into touch with the Supreme Over-
comer, and is not that what you do in everyday life ?

“You want to be master of some trade or profession.
Do you not go to somebody who has overcome all
the intricacies of that trade or profession, and put
yourself under him for him to teach you? You
don't go to a novice but to a master.

Years ago I set out to be master of a certain craft,
and I gave myself to it for ten hours a day five days
a week under a teacher. How patiently I watched
him, and what he did I did. When I did not do as
he d1d he shewed me where I was wrong. I re-
member when I started I did not hold a little hammer
the right way. He asked me, ‘‘Has not your
hammer a handle?” “ Yes.” -““But you are not
holding it ! ” Gradually one was able to imitate,
and the point is, I had got into touch with a master.

. Jesus is the Master “ Overcomer”. How closely
are we in touch with Him ?

“They overcame by ...the Lamb.” It is
contact with the Lamb that enables us to overcome.
Remember it is not caswal contact between master
and pupil that brings victory ; and it is not casual
contact with Christ Jesus that enables us to over-
.come. He imparts His own life to us so that the
contact can be always maintained.

A friend of mine in Dublin had a class of boys at
the time when the Australian cricketer, Don
Bradman, was knocking our bowling all over the
field in his masterly fashion.- - One day he said to his
Boys: ‘“How would you like to play cricket like

Don Bradman does? ”’ Of course they all wished
to. “Well, I'll send him a note and ask him to
lend us his bat. Won’t that make you play cricket
in the same way ? ”’ asked the teacher. ‘‘ Oh, that
wouldn’t do it |’ exclaimed the boys. *‘ Well, shall
we send for his cap and one of you wear it as you
play?” And he went through all the professional
cricketer’s equipment, and asked of each article,
“ Would that doit? ”

Then one lad said, * Sir, we should have to have
Don Bradman's spizit to play as he does’. That
was surely an inspired answer, and it gave the
teacher his point for.the lesson he wanted to teach.

Perhaps you have been trying to follow the Christ
without His Spirit, endeavouring to win through on
moral grounds? As you look back you must realise
it has been a failure. It is a great thing when we
learn that we cannot follow the Lamb of God without
the Lamb’s Spirit.

Have you ever noticed the contrast between the

disciples of the Gospels and the apostles of the Book
of Acts? In the Gospels we see them timid, quarrel-
some, failing, hesitating, forsaking. All those words
can be written beside the disciples’ lives during that
period.

Look at them later on! What made the
difference? They had the Spirit. There is all the
difference in the world between you overcoming and

%tti%g Christ do it. ‘ They overcame by . . . the
amb.”’ ' ,
Whom did they overcome? The devil! An old

Puritan said : ‘ The foes of a Christian are internal,
external and infernal *’.

External foes? Yes! We live in a world that
would ‘drag us down. One of the saddest things
in our national life to-day is the way men and women

in factories and elsewhere try to drag down boys and

girls who come from Christian homes. But there is
a victory. that overcomes the world, the devil, the
ﬂesh and Self. Yes! You have to overcome that
inner nature of yours !

‘“get rich quick”, impurity, jealousy, lawlessness,
pride. How much time do you give to learning
conquest of these through contact with the Over-
comer? The more you make of Jesus, the more
will His Spirit rule in you and victory be assured.

But notice, I left out some words till now. “ They
overcame by THE Broop.” Calvary is the heart of
all victory. The spirit of the Overcomer could not
be given until Jesus was glorified (John 7 : 39) and
Jesus could only be glorified via the Cross.

Each one of us has to face
our own peculiar temptations—the passion to-

)

It is through. the Cross there is victory. The lack -

of emphasis on the Cross in our modern Chnstlamty
isa s1gn of the apostacy of the “last days . The
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more you make of Jesus Christ and His offering
* once for all”’ on Calvary, the more the Holy Spirit
is able to work in and through you.

““They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and
by the word of their testimony.” It would be a
grand thing if henceforth there could be a bigger
place in all our lives for testimony to men and devils,
to the blood of the Lamb.

“ And they loved not their lives unto death.’’

There are many ways of losing your life. Jesus
said © “ He that loseth his life for My sake shall
find it”  (Matt. 10: 39), and * Whosoever will
come after Me, let him deny himself and take up

¢
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his cross and follow Me. For whosoever will save

-his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his

life for My sake and the Gospels, the same shall save
it ”’: (Mark 8 : 34-35).

““They loved not their lives unto death.” Here
is where the Lord will lead you—to the place of
death ; so that all that is short of His standard will
be put to death; and by His own Spirit He will
create in you the new credtion and-in the strength
of that new life you will go forth to overcome.

Notes of an address given at the Hove Conference—
July, 1947, -

: Do We Preach the Gospel v

By Rev. A. F. C. REaD

N Indian Evangelist of many years’ experience
-\ once confessed that every time he went out to
~ preach, he trembled lest he should unwittingly
misrepresent the Gospel.. May it not be that if we
preachers too trembled a little more before speaking
. in personal work or public ministry, many more
hearers might become truly concemed about their
eternal welfare ? o
. It is a very grave error to think that because we
are orthodox we therefore necessarily say the right
things at the right time. Anyone tempted to think
in this way ignores human weakness and under-
estimates the power of the great adversary of souls.
Is it not possible to talk abow: the Gospel, praise it,

invite others to believe it, and yet fail to get to grips.

‘with its essential vitality? Is it not also possible
that emphasis on side-issues may veil the real thing ?
We may find “tit-bits” replacing meals for the hungry,
paliatives instead of cures for the sick of soul, and in
this way it is possible that Evangelical ministry may
unconsciously compete with the public-house by
stifling a sense of need in sending men to despair and
eternal loss. }

Let us briefly consider the divisions into which
the great doctrines of Grace fall as they deal with

the initial, progressive and fihal salvation of the

individual for whom Christ died and rose again.
This classification may serve as a- framework into
.which all the relative teachings, promises and rea-
lisations may be placed :

The Origin : The Gospel is God’s first and last
word to men in this dispensation. Our Lord Jesus
Christ in all His words and works is the embodiment
of it. “God Who . ... spake in ‘the past...
HatH IN THESE LasT DAYS spoken unto us by His
Son (Gk. in Son) ”’. It was “ His Father’s business *’

the Son ccame to do. "The eternal love of God and .

His purpose in Creation is brought to light “in His
Son ™. The Son was “ anointed to ‘preach the good
tidings to the meek and proclaim liberty to the
captives . All orthodox . preaching .is therefore

merely ‘“clanging cymbals "’ unless it is presented
in the light of the great purpose of God. All the
great events of history both in the past and present
are subservient to the purpose of God. The Universe
with all its wonders is not in any way comparable to
the wonder of God’s love for a sinner, and the pro-
gressive working of that love in the calling out and
formation of men and women into the image of
Christ. The Gospel is no afterthought, nor first-aid
treatment to valance the result of sin. It is the plan
behind Creation itself. :

The import: Christ brings to mankind a double
command. “ Repent’ and * believe’ (Mark 1:
15). The right-about-turn significance of repentance
is little preached to-day. The implications of the
word “ believe” are usually ignored. Yet, the
whole structure of this man-ward side of the Gospel
is but an amplification of these two words. The
gracious work of the Holy Spirit is always to lead
men to see things as God sees them. The ‘ blind-
ness ’’* of the natural man gives way to the ‘‘ sight "
of the spiritual man. He, and he only who has
“turned round”, ‘ changed his mind’ in this
sense, can say ‘‘one thing I know, that whereas I
was blind, now I see’’. Neither does it stop here ;
the repentant heart and believing mind is the charac-
teristic of a real child of God. How important is it
then to start right| The twelfth Chapter of the
Epistle to the Romans is but the progressive out-
working of this great matter.

The challenge : The call of Christ to discipleship
is scarcely heard in these days of slogans, catch-
phrases and sentimental chorus singing. * Come ye
after Me ”’ implies the necessity of being taught stage
by stage in life by the Holy Spirit. Young people
especially should be warned not merely to imitate
the lives of Gospel heroes, nor to copy the mannerisms
and phraseology of favourite preachers. The
“natural ” man shrinks from spiritual discipline
because he thinks that his soul is his very own.
‘“ Can two walk together except they be. agreed? ”



. The call -to this walk with Ged is not z deeper

teaching” it is essentially part of the Gospel.. Ignore

it in preaching and the enquirer is left only with a
“ prescription .” Omit it in teaching and the young
believer is left with little more than a form of words,
and is ill-prepared for the pathway of faith. Enoch
walked with God for three hundred years, and “ was
not for God took him >, The Christian is bornfor
nothing less. ‘“ Whosoever doth not bear his cross
and come after Me, cannot be My disciple.”

The Warfare : Spiritual pacifism is .altogether
false.. A negative or neutral attitude to sin and
satan is unchristian. “I.came not to send peace,
but a sword.”” Men are called by God to a #ew kind
of battle, and new kinds of weapons are henceforward
to be used. The conditions of this warfare are un-
' remitting, but the outcome certain. Sin and weak-
ness in the fight are equal to treason. It is very
solemnising to note that the twenty-first Chapter of
-the Revelation mentions “ the fearful”’ (Gk. timid)
in the same list as murderers and idolators. Many
of us are physically weak and timid, but with such a
Captain as Jesus our Lord, we need never lose courage
in the spiritual battles before us.

We could expand these four points considerably.
We could add numerous equally valuable and im-
portant texts to those already mentioned, but what
‘really matters, and it is this that we seek to press
home is the greatness and completeness of our Gospel.

Finally, in asking ourselves the question * Do we
preach the Gospel? ”’ we must ever remember that
without an increasing knowledge of God in His Word
it is almost impossible to do so. A successful inter-
preter must not only ¢ransliterate, but know the mind
of the speaker and what he is seeking to say. The
Gospel preacher likewise must spend time with his
Lord and learn His mind before venturing to pass on
His message. .

Let us therefore labour to equip ourselves more

)

thoroughly for our task, not forgetting to * live "’ 4s
well as speak, with increasing clarity, the wonderful
words of life entrusted to us. S

T The
“ Overcomer” Prayer Bond

For years now Miss Leathes has been responsible
for the ‘ Overcomer™’ Prayer Bond, and has sent
out her regular Prayer Bulletins, which have been a
great help to many of our friends all over the world.
She aims at mobilising informed, effective prayer
for the whole Church of Christ in these days of conflict
and opportunity. If you would care to receive her
Bulletin will you please write to her direct. Her
address is Miss E. M. Leathes, 2, Kingsway, Wembley,
Middlesex. , ‘ o

"~ LONDON MEETINGS

A day of Conference at which the speaker .will be
the Editor of the Overcomer will (D.V.) be held on
April 15th in CaxtoN HaLL (Kent Room), West-
minster, S.W.1. . :

There will be the usual Prayer Gathering in the
morning— .
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. _
The afternoon and evening Conference meetings
will be at : :
3 p.m, and 7 p.m.

Morning Prayer Conferences will also
held at Caxton Hall :
: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Dates: May 20th.
June 17th.
July 15th.

(D.V.) be

REGULAR MEETINGS ORGANIZED BY.AOUR READERS ARE HELD AT :

Cardiff

Crowborough

~ (Sussex) Sussex.

Hove
Sussex.

Lfverpool

Manchester
Manchester.

Thames Ditton -
Ditton.

Plymouth

Enquiries to Mr. N. Stamp‘s, 52, Hazelhurst Road, Llandaff North, Cardiff.
Enquiries to Miss B. Brooker, Beechcroft House, Myrtle Road, Crowborough,

Enﬁuirles to Mrs. 'Richards, ‘* Cartref,”” 51, Clarendon Villas, Hove, 3,

Enquiriés’ to Mr. Crewe, 34, Greenbank Road, Liverpoél. 15.
Enquiries to Mr. T. Loxham, 29, Hillend Road, Lawton Moor, Wythenshawe, -

Enquiries to Mrs. Trolley. Weston Park Cottage, Weston Park, Thames.

Enquiries to Miss E. Coke, 4, Ga‘rﬁ'el'd Terrace, Stoke, Plymouth, Devon.

We regret that owing to space we are compelled to cut these announcements down to the bare minimum
_but hope that those interested will communicate direct with the friends whose names we haye given.
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MRS. PENN-LEWIS - ‘.

A Memolr .
By MARY N. GARRARD. -

) ‘sormrd t this 2nd edition by REV. THEO. M. BAMBER.
- DEMY Bv . FOUR PHOTOGRAPHS.

l0/6 } Pomge

THE SIXTH EDITION OF
“ WAR ON'THE SAINTS” -
‘ IS NOW SOLD OUT '

Cloth Boardt R
Stiff Paper Covers ...

’

and at present we only have In stock the followlng sectlons of :hls book, pub-
 lished separately : .

. Wnr upon the Powers of Darkness (Ch. xI. ) and The True Manifesta-
tlom of the Holy Spirit, Contrasted ‘with the Counterfeits of the

Powers of Darkness. (From the Appendix.)
Price 6d. each ; postage ld. -

By MRS. PENN-LEWIS.

The Story of Job. A Glimpse into the Mystery of Suﬁerlng. Bound In
Art Véllum cloth, bronze blue title 4/6 net, postage 4d.

'l"he Cross of Calvary'and its Message (Seventh edition), with preface by .

the late.Dr. Andrew Murray. Stiff paper covers, 3/9; postage 2d.

The Warfare with Satan and the Way of Victory. (Fifth Edition.)
‘Stiff paper cover 3/6, postage 2d.

“Thy Hidden Ones. Union with Christ traced In the Song él Sonm (Fllth
Bdition). Stiff paper covers 2/-, postage 2d.

The Centrality of the Cross. Stiff paper cover 2/-, postage Zd.

Soul and Spirit, and ** Soul-Force * versus * Spirit-Force,” A Glimpse
Into Bible Psychology. Stiff-paper cover 1/6, postage 2d. ..

Face to Face. The Inner Life of Moses, the Man of God." Stiff paper covers,
.1/6.net ; postage 2d. : .

The Conquest of Canaan. dStdellshu on ‘the Spiritual Battlefield. Stlﬂ'A

paper cover |/6, postage

Life in the Spirit. ‘A glimpse Into the heavenly warfare. |
1/6 net ; postage 2d.

The Awakening in Waleﬂ. Some glimpses into the hldden sprlny of the
Revival of 1904. /3 net, postage 2d.

The Climax of the Risen Life. The path of fellowship wlth Christ. Paper
covers | /-, postage ld.,

“ All Things New.” The Message of Calvary for the Tlrne o{ the End, Stiff
paper | /-, postage Id.

The Magna Charta of Woman * According to the Scrlptum." Stiff
paper cover |/« net, postage Id.

“The “ Clinic ‘Hour.” Gleanings from Questi
Penn-Lewlis. 6d. each, postage Id.

Spiritual Perils of 'l'o-day as seen in the F tal Mo 6d.
each, post free. (R for q ) .

Union with Christ in Deaal and Resurrection,
Abandonment to the Spirlt and Ministry to the Lord. '
The Work of the Ho:r irit.

Power for Servlee and Warfare, A messageanda

. Stiff paper covers

Hours,

d d by Mrs.

9d. 'each,
postage Id,

. Life out of Death ; and Characteristics of Divine Unlon

The Spirit of ‘Truth, the Power of Pentecost.
Much Frult. The story of a grain of wheat.
Your Intelligent Service,

y r and Evangelism (New),

ross—~the Touchstone of Falth.

Dying to Live.
A Revival of Prayer Needed.
The Cross—The Basis of Christian Unlty.
Commuriion with God.
More than Conquerors.

éd. eneﬁ.
postage Id. .

Books and Booklets on the Vlctorlous ‘Message of Calva

_The Perﬂ of the Spiritual Church.

“ The Prayer of Faith, -

:

" BY, THE EDITOR. : .

* Thé Great Eneniy,” in stiff paper cover, |/- net (postagq 2d.).
. 'l'he Cross—Profession or Powor." in paper covers, 1/6, péstage 2d -

% Some Parables drawn from Modern War,” paper cover printed ln
- colours, 1/ postage 2d.

* Some Foundatién Principles of Bible Study for Young Chrlttlsns. 4
in paper cover, 6d. net (pastage Id.).

* The Cross and the Christian.” 6d., .
¢ Christ our Life.” ’ postage 1d. *

GOD'S' PLAN OF REDEMPTION.

The Gospel from the Biological Standpoint.
By Mary E. McDonough. .

Stlff paper covers-=Three-colour Chart—3/6, postage 3d.

) 'l'h- Col Cham with brief explanatlonn
6d., postage id.
THE STORY OF REDEMPTION.
€d., postage Id.

BOOKLETS at 1/6 per dozen, postage 2d.
The Church Militant, ‘The Siience of Jesus. -

The Cross and our Waéaknesses.
By Mrs. Penn-Lewls, ’
BOOKLET at 2/- per dozén, postage 2d.

Bible Worship. By Rev. Adolph Saphir. *

BOOKLETS at 3/6 per dozen, postage 2d.

The.Glorious Secret. . The Magnificent Christ.
The Self-Life Unvelled. The Time of the End.
Ch your A da. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis.
Victory in the Evil Dny.

Loud Speaking.
By J. C. Metcalfe. .

BOOKLETS at 4/- per dozen, postage 2d.
“Two Thrones at War. By Rev. R. B. jones,
Gate to Life Charts (for use in Bible Classes).

LEAFLETS at 2/- per dozen, postage 2d.

Made Free From Sin .
A New Creation . Leaﬂets for Young Christians oompiled by
Another Comforter J. C. Metcalfe.

The Christian and the World., By E. H. Trenchard B.A.
LEAFLETS at |/- per dozen, postage Id

. The Power of Weakness. By ). C. Metcalfe.

LEAFLETS at 8d. per dozen, postage ld.
How to Pray for Missionaries. By Mrs. Penn-Lewls.

LEAFLETS at 6d. per dozen, postage ld.
Fret Not Thyself. By Mrs. Penn-Lewis,
Here ‘Is Victory (verses). By Mary N. Garrard.

LEAFLETS at 4d. per dozen, postage ld.
One Died For All. By Reav. Evan Hopkins.

. The Word of Their Testimony. . By Mrs. Penn-Lewis.

Victory (Hymn with Tune).

. LEAFLETS AT 3d. per dozen, ﬁo:ﬁge 1d.
Prayer in the Will of God. By Mrs. Penn-Lewls,

Bound ** Overcomers *’==I d My,

Years I928-I939—II- per volume, postage 2d.
Years 1940-1947—2 A Tper volume, postage 2d.
The year 1946.1s NOT available.

BOOKMARKERS

A serles of three bookmnrkers iving quotations from Mrs, Penn-Lewls bool
d, each ; 37 per dozen (postage 1d.)

THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST.

By Dr. Andrew Murray.
Cloth boards 7/6 net, postage 6d.

“ THE WORLD, THE FLESH AND THE DEVIL."”

Bible Studies for-young Christians, with attractive two-colour cover,
complled by a retired Mlsslonary. 1/-, postage 2d. .

,
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« OVERCOMER " LITERATURE in languages other than Englist
Le Vainqueur : Issued each quarter in February, May, August and November

Dying to Live ¢ Is now avallable in French, German and Spanish. For pari
- culars of these, and other books and booklets available and in course ¢
preparation—write to us.

OBTAINABLE ONL~Y- FROM .

THE s OVERCOMER "' BOOK ROOM, “ CARTREF,” WESTBOURNE PARK ROAD,
... BOURNEMOUTH, ENG. .

PRINTED BY STANLEY L. HUNT, GBORGB S‘I"RRB‘I.‘, IUBBDEN, NDBTBA)"
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VERCOMER

. THE CROSS IS THE TOUCHSTONE OF FAITH

-+

THE ONLY TIME IT'S TOO
LATE TO LEARN IS WHEN
YOU - KNOW IT ALL.

Selgcfed.

— THE - OVERCOMER BOOKROOM™ | -
— ‘“ CARTREF,” WESTBOURNE PARK ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH, ENGLAND __

—‘?' - .
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THE OVERCOMER
A Magazine for Christian Workers on the deep things of Ged.
Founded by MRS. PENN-LEWIS, 1909.

Issued by the Council of the Overcomer Literature Trust.
Editor : J. C. METCALFE, M.C.

VOL. XXIX, JULY, 1948

Number 3

Published Quanerly In January, April, july and October.

. TERMS OF ISSUE.
This paper is issued with no specific charge ; readers

contributing towards the cost of publication as enabled by
the Lord. .. - : :

Correspondence.—All letters relating to ‘‘The Overcomer,”’
and all orders and correspondence for the Book Room,
should be addressed.: THE MANAGER, OVERCOMER
BOOK ROOM, ‘' CARTREF,” WESTBOURNE PARK
ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH, ENGLAND. Letters to the
Editor should be sent to the same address, with a stamped
envelope enclosed If reply is needed. (Foreign corres-
pondents excepted.)

Remittances of every kind should be made payable to
*“ The Overcomer Literature Trust’’; and money orders
payable at Bournemouth, England. Centre Distributors are
at liberty to accept contributions from those who receive
the paper, and forward them to the office quarterly.

. Change of Address—No alterations can be made during
last fortnight before issue, when all the wrappers have
already been prepared. Readers are asked to assist the
workers by care in this matter. Please give Old Address
as well as new. :

Australia. * The Overcomer may be obtained from
Mr. H. P. Smith, the Keswick Book Depot, 315, Collins
Street, Melbourne.

Pakistan. *‘The Overcomer ’’ and O'vercomer literature
may be obtained from the: Evangelical Literature Depot,
11, Mission Row, Calcutta.

-~ BOOK ROOM NOTES
« Soul and Spirit.” : : '
" It;has been necessary to reprint this book, which
explains so much that it is hard to understand in the
trends and currents we have to contend with in

Christian work to-day. As is the case with all books
re-issued in these days we are afraid that the price

has had to be put up, and this book now costs 2/9,

plus 2d. postage.

“ The Spiritual Warfare” and “The Battle for the
Mind.” '

A fresh supply of thgse two booklets is now avail-

- able. The new price of ‘‘ The Spiritual Warfare ”’

" is 9d., postage 1d., and that of “ The Battle for the

Mind ”* 4d., postage 1d. ‘

Q .

, *Fighting the Famine.” .

- This book is now ready, and the price is 2/6. It
ot only gives an interesting account of the way in
hich the Word of God has been made available
roughout Europe. during the recent years of war
'd chaos; but is also instructive in revealing the

actical application to Christian work of the scrip-
a] principles of spiritual warfare. :

.advance further.

¢ Motto Cards * for 1949.

We are reproducing below a miniature reproducﬁon
of our 1949 Motto Card. This will, as-usual, be
printed in red and black, and the price will be the same

as this year’s—2d. each, 2/- per dozen, plus postage
2d. . A
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Bible Study. :

It is probable that some of our readers may be
feeling the need of help in Bible Study. One of the
trustees of the Overcomer Literature Trust—Rev.
A. R. Boughen—is responsible for an excellent. cor-
respondence course of Bible Study, particulars of
which may be obtained direct from him. His address
is: ‘88 Manor Road, Stechford, Birmingham 9.

The Bookroom.

The Bookroom will, as usual, be closed for the
month of August, and we would ask our friends to
be kind enough to arrange that orders—especially
large ones—reach us either before or.after this month.

To Readers in U.S.A. and Canada.

You will help us greatly if your remittances are
sent by MONEY ORDER. If you state the amount

. you are sending in British money to the Postmaster

at any American or Canadian P.O., he will make out
a Money Order at the current rate. =~

Neither cheques on American Banks—nor dollar
bills realise their full value in England ; and they

. make for complication in office work.

Money Orders should be made out to :
*“ The Overcomer '’ Literature Trust,

payable at Bournemouth, England.

Milk will not support the man in active service.
The man of God needs deeper truth: and it is, I
believe, the lack of this deeper truth in the Church
which so effectually leaves us without power for
service, and brings it to pass that much of what is
done is performed in the energy of the flesh, rather
than in the power of the Spirit.

It is written, ‘ strong meat belongeth to those of
full age, even those who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil”
(Hebrews 5. 14).

Itis by reason of use,” that is, by using the truth
we already possess, that the senses are exercised to
Let us act up faithfully to the
light we have, use out fully the grace already given,
then surely our spiritual strength will not only rapidly
but wonderfully increase. *  ANDREW JUKES.
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Bearing Fruit

From me is Thy fruit found—(Hosea 14: 8) -

EVERY disciple of Jesus Christ is called by His
own commissioning and consecrating words, to
be in the world what He Himself was from the first
to last, a true witness for God. ‘I have ordained
you to go and bring forth fruit;' ‘‘ As My Father
sent Me, so send I you''. We are to bless the world
by our very presence in it, as well as by our labours
for it. But this we cannot do unless our strength
for service is perpetually renewed ; and it is only
from much secret fellowship with Christ that the
renewing of strepgth can come. .- ‘ ‘
For He tells- us unmistakably that for any union
with Him in service there must first be union of life.
He speaks of Himself as the Vine, and of His disciples
as its branches : but the whole fruitfulness of the
branches depends upon the closeness of their vital
connection with the Vine. It is the life that is in the
Vine flowing freely and continuously into them that
alone keeps them in a fruit-bearing condition. If
~ our power as witnesses for God in‘the world is small,
the reason of that is given by the Lord Himself,
“ Cut off from Me, ye can do nothing’’. ‘We give out.
so little, only because we take so little in. :
The interdependence of the Vine and the branches
is very wonderful. = Without the branches the Vine
can do nothing. If His disciples do not bear fruit,

then, so far as the blessing of the world is concerned, .

He lives in vain. But without the Vine the branches
can do nothing. If they cease to bear any fruit, or if
their fruit is poor, it is because the flow of His Divine
life into them has been checked, or has altogether
ceased. All that the Vine possesses is for the use of
the branches. The Divine riches -of grace are not
stored up in Him for Himself, but for them ; to be
communicated every day and every hour to each
separate branch, that it may use them for His praise,
and so prove the truth of the words, * From ME
is thy fruit found.” For larger fruit-bearing, therefore,
we must live in far closer and . more intimate
connection with Christ than we usually seek.

There is.an expression used by Paul which contains
an idea somewhat unfamiliar but very suggestive.
He speaks of “ growing info Christ.”> That is more
than growing into the likeness of Christ. It is growing
into increasing closeness of personal union to Christ.
The whole Christian life is a growing out of Christ, as
the branch grows out of the stem : but that outward
. growth is conditioned by, and proportioned to, an
inward growth, a growth farther info Christ, as the
branch, the farther out it grows, grows also farther
in, its fibres taking ever a firmer hold of the stem.
There is a deepening of their insertion, as well as an

extension of their spread.- But this constant deepen-
ing of connection with Christ, who is our life, is a
secret thing, a process unseen by any eye except God’s.
Our outward growth and fruit bearing are the only
things that can be seen of men : but wherever this
outward growth is, it is the result of an inner process
that cannot be seen, the soul taking, in secret, an
ever firmer hold of Christ, becoming more and more
closely bound to Him by faith and love, and so
;_elgeiving more uninterruptedly the power for serving
1im. . ’

There is a celebrated vine at Hampton Court that
for many years disappointed the gardener's hopes.
It was quite healthy, but there were few grapes. One
year, however, it was unexpectedly laden. with
clusters of the finest fruit. Seeking to discover the
cause of this, the gardener laid bare its roots, and
traced their ramifications, and found that they had
suddenly gone through the banks into the river
Thames. That is a parable for all of us. If we are.
to bear fruit in large abundance we must get access
to the hidden resources of God’s grace that are
waiting for us to tap—and that is a secret process, a
secret between us and God alone. Without this deep
fellowship, this secret communion with the Unseen,
there will be no growth for any of us.: but with this,
and because of this, there will be abundant fruit—
fruit even to old age. And He who is the Unseen
Giver of what we unseen receive will be glorified in us -

‘who are thus ‘‘ enriched by Him unto all bountifulness,

causing through us thanksgiving unto Him.” :
. . G. H. KNIGHT.

No tree can grow except on the root from which
it sprang. Even as we need to look to the first
Adam and his fall to know the power of the sin within
us, we need to know Wwell the Second Adam and His
power to give within us a life of humility as real and
abiding and over-mastering as has been that of pride.
We have our life from and in Christ, as truly, yea more
truly, than from and in Adam. We are to walk
‘ rooted in Him,’ ‘ holding fast the Head from whom
the whole body increaseth with the increase of God.”
The life of God which in the incarnation entered
human nature, is the root in which we are to stand
and grow ; it is the same almighty power that worked
there, and thence onward to the resurrection, which
works daily inus. Our one need is to study and know
and trust the life that has been revealed in Christ as
the life that is now ours, and waits for our consent
to gain possession and mastery of our whole being.

‘ . REv. ANDREW MURRAY.
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To our Readers

Dear F nends '

I am writing this letter a few days after the close
of our Annual Conference at Slavanka. I think that
most of us came away from our week together with a
renewed sense of vocation and of limitless resources
placed freely at our disposal. Emphasis on The
Sovereignty of God, His design to fulfil His purposes
in and through us, and the inexhaustible treasury of
divine grace, prepared the way for the speaker on
the third evening, in dealing with the subject of
‘“ Abounding Opportunity *, to stress the call given
in the Conference programme ; ‘‘ Now is the day of
opportunity for sending out the full-orbed message of the
Cross into all the world with all the vesources at our
command ;' The missionary meetings followed soon
afterwa.rds, and we caught a glimpse of the fact that
God’s work in grace is as infinite in variety as it is in
nature. The personality of each speaker differed so
greatly from all the others; but in each God was
seeking to ' reveal His Son "
fulfil His purpose for our day and generation.

You and I may not have great ability or gifts, but
we may all make it possible for Him to “ prolong His
days’’ in us, so that ‘‘ the pleasure of the Lord shall
.prosper if1 His hand ” (Isaiah 53 : 10).

To return to the question of sending out the
message of the Cross! The new German Overcomer
is now an actual fact, and as I write we are waiting
for delivery of the first number from the printer.
The spontaneous effortless way in which contacts
and channels for distribution have been brought to

us has been the very real seal of God’s blessing on

this venture.

“ Dying to Live ”
us from the printer any day now, and the possibility
of a small Spanish Overcomer is also under review.
Already there is evidence that such a paper would
be welcomed in many quarters, and we do ask that
you will pray that we may have clear guidance
.concerning this.

A most encouraging offer of assistance. has just
reached me for preparing and making the message of
the Cross available for Russian believers. A request
for permission to_translate and reprint from the
Overcomer in Danish has'also been gladly acceded to.

The issue of “ The Cross of Calvary ' in Swabhili,
and “Dying to Live” in Greek is taking much
longer than was at first anticipated, and your fellow-

ship in prayer is asked that all difficulties may be

finally swept out of the way.

The great African Continent is much on my heart
these days. It does seem that the leaders of the
Church in Africa will need all the help and solid
teaching matter that can be placed in their hands,
in these days of unparalleled development through-
out the Continent. We are in touch with missionaries

» and through each to

in Spanish is also due to reach"

who are considering the possibility of translation into
Yoruba, and are feeling our way forward to find the
will of God for us in this sphere.

The world looks very large when one begins to
examine possibilities for this translation work, but
the objective *‘ that men and women shall be able to
read_and study literature exﬁoumdzng the message of
the Cross in their own tongue’’ is one towards whlch
we feel we must steadily move forward..

May I finally say ‘““Thank you” to the friends
who gave so generously to the Conference Guest
Fund, letters already received from those we were
thus enabled to invite to the Conference, show -how
much your kindness was appreciated.

If at all possible we shall endeavour to give notes
of some of the messages given at the Conference in
our October issue, but just how much it will be
possible to give I cannot say yet.

May God’s enablement be yours in all your work
and witness. o

Yours in His grace,
J. C. METCALFE.

“OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE”
(Hebrews 12. 29)

I.
How shall I bear the awful sight
Of God’s consuming fire,
The darkened cells He brings to light :
On sin, His righteous ire ?

II.
This burning fire, Thou glvest me,
: This purifying flame : -
That I may render Lord to Thee
Praise worthy of Thy Name.

.
Lord of the all-consuming fire
Thus Thou would’st make me fit
Alone Thy glory to desire -
And at Thy feet to sit.

Iv.
O, Fire of God, Thy quickening rays
Impart new life to me.

Deep and mysterious are Thy ways,
That lead to Calvary.

.

V.
*Twas there through fire and flood for me
Lord Jesus Thou did’st go :
*Tis mine through union now with Thee,
Triumphant grace to know.

GEORGE HARPER.
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The Right Man on Our Side

By TeE EDITOR

T is a constant, source of instruction to me as I read
_ the Scriptures to note, what I call in my own
mind, its compensating truths. To cite an obvious
example ! Man’s utter depravity, and complete
inability to recover by his own -efforts from the fall,
is. fully and forcibly stated in the Bible; but over

against it is always set the ‘‘ full, perfect and suffic-

- ient "’ sacrifice once offered for man by the Lord
Jesus Christ on Calvary. The first fact viewed
alone might well drive any thoughtful man to despair ;
but when the second fact is set side by side with it,
Paul’s expression of joy and wonder must surely
become ours too—* O, the depth of the riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! How un-
searchable are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out !’ (Romans 11 : 33).

The same principle operates in the case of the
unceasing conflict the Church is called to wage
‘“ against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places "’ (Ephesians 6 : 12). The
Bible unveils with startling clarity the vast satanic
system of deception and oppression, which holds
empire over fallen mankind ; and when one looks out
on the world as it is to-day, the chaos in international
affairs, the darkness that covers the hearts of the
bulk of mankind, and the prevailing powerlessness
and deception within the Christian Churches, are
enough to daunt the stoutest heart. What you and I
need is therefore a clear grasp of the grand compensat-
ing truth of the Victory of Calvary, and arising from
it the ability to bring a positive message to our day
and generation. ,

Here is the plain Scriptural fact ! The Holy One
of God, who died for us on the Cross, lives as our
representative in the seat of authority—" on the

right hand of the Majesty on high ** (Hebrews 1 : 3).

We are told in. Philippians 2 : 8-11, that He “ became
obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross.
Wherefore God also kath highly exalted Him, and
given Him The Name which is above every name;
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth ; and that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.” This harmonises with the words of Jesus
Himself to His disciples—‘ All authority is given
unto me in Heaven and in earth ”’ (Matthew 28 : 18).
Acceptance of and action in the light of this fact was
the secret of the success achieved by the early Church,
and has been the inspiration behind every victorious
invasion of the strongholds of darkness ever since.
Martin Luther, for instance, in the first verse of his
great battle hymn unveils the power and craft of
Satan, and then continues : ' :

* Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing ;
Were not the right Man on our side,
The Man of God’s own choosing.
Doth ask who that may be ?
Christ Jesus, it is He | :
Lord Sabaoth is His Name, -
From age to age the same ;
And He must win the batile. .

May I suggest, therefore, that as a first antidote
to the blight and defeatism, engendered by satanic
subtlety, which threatens us all alike to-day in
Christian work, you should take the Bible for yourself
and find every passage you can, which proclaims the
Lamb of God as the Mighty Victorious Lord, and ask
the Holy Spirit to make this fact live to and in you
as never before. Remember! An'ounce of truth
revealed to the spirit, is worth many tons of theory
lodged in the mind ; and we Christians are suffering
from a heavy overdose of theory.

Martin Luther was under no illusion as to the might
and cunning of the enemy, and he was not the man
to bury his head in the sand, and say ‘‘ These facts
are unpleasant, I will pretend they are not there.”
He was driven by the Holy Spirit to the Word of God,
and seeing there the revelation of the reigning Christ;
went out into battle in the confidence of a victory
already won at Calvary, and in the strength of One
mightier than all the powers of hell.

Shall we for a moment turn back to Philippians 2,
where it seems to me that we are given some very
practical light as to what our attitude should be in
view of the paramountcy of our Risen Lord. ©“ Where-
fore, my beloved ’’ reads the very next verse—verse
12, and this * wherefore " links what follows with
all that has been said in the previous verses.  As
ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only,
but now much more in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of His
good pleasure. Do all things without murmurings
and disputings: That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world ; holding forth the
word of life.”” The fact of the exaltation of the Lamb
to the very ‘ midst of the Throne’ (Revelation 5 : 6)
is here made the base from which every advance in
Christian living, and adventure in service is supplied.
We are told that it must be applied to the circum-
stances of our own lives, and that humbly and carefully
we are to see to it that His triumph is not negatived,
but manifested continually just where we are. We
are to keep our eyes off men and conditions ; to avoid,
grumbling and disputes ; and through the indwelling
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Spirit to keep ourselves from the deception and
oppression of the enemy, and the vagaries of our
“old man ', so that we may be *‘blameless and
harmless ’. We are not to be overcome by the dark-

ness, which ‘surrounds us, but to be shining lights,

who' display the glories of the Word of Life by
behaviour as well as lip. :

Many of us are facing problems that seem to have
no solution, situations that puzzle us beyond words,
defects in our own walk and experience, individuals
we long to see delivered and brought to Christ but
whom we seem powerless to touch; and above all
there are the great clouds of indifference, sin, and
ignorance overshadowing the hearts of men about us,

_ which all our efforts to penetrate seem unavailing.

Let this fact sink right into the very core of your
being. In Christ and Christ alone is the answer. Make
no mistake ! Satan will spare no effort to drive a
wedge between us and our Lord ; to keep us constantly
running after non-essentials.” But in the Lord Jesus

- Christ is vested all fulness and all power, and * ye

are complete in Him ' (Colossians 2: 10). Our
‘attitude in -these days needs more and more to be
‘ My soul, wait thou only upon God ”’ (Psalm 62 : 5).

A glance at a few passages in the Acts of the

" Apostles will show us how this attitude was the secret

of the power of the early Church, and how they
brought into practical operation the might of the
name of Jesus.

Peter, faced with human impotence on the very
steps of the temple in the person of the lame man,
says : ‘‘ Silver and gold have I none; but such as I
have give I thee; in the Name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up and walk "’ (Acts 3 : 6). Subse-
quently in his defence before the Sanhedrin he tells
of this man’s cure in these words: ‘ Be it known
unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified,
whom God raised from the dead, even by Him doth
this man stand here before you whole "’ (Acts 4 : 10).
The invariable answer to human need is to be found
in the person and name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Saul of Tarsus was ‘' apprehended ”, and given
this commission ‘‘to bear my . mame before the
Gentiles”’ (Acts 9 : 15) to fulfil which we are told

that he “ hazarded his life” (Acts 15 : 26). In °

Acts 16 : 18 we see him face to face with a devil-
ridden life, and in utter simplicity, using the authority
of that great Name : “I command Thee” he says

‘in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her *’,

and the demon * came out the same hour ”’. Acts
19 : 13 shows us that this Name is no mere ‘‘ charm .
How tied many of us are to a ‘‘ form of words*’ !
I have often been asked “ kow shall I pray about such
and such a situation ", and the very voicing of such
a question shows a lack of true spiritual understanding.
The one thing that matters is our own deep knowledge
of the power of the Name of . Jesus; and a humble
walk with Him so that we may be taught by the
Holy Spirit the right moment, when we may proclaim
His Name, and see strongholds fall before Him. Note

-are also seated ‘‘in heavenly places .

carefully the wording of this verse : ‘‘ Then certain
vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over
them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord
Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul
preached.” Note also the answer of the demons to
the sons of Scaeva, ‘‘ Jesus I know, and Paul I know,
but who are ye? '’ The Victor-of Calvary is known,
and feared in the kingdom of darkness, as are they,
who united with Him in His death and resurrection,
. Apart from
this vital union with Him, let no one tamper. with
powers and forces far too strong and cunning for
flesh and blood to do battle with | : .
Let us face facts ! The floods of evil are steadily
rising. We are confronted with a peculiarly subtle
and devastating advance of the powers of evil against

.the Christ of God and His Church. The very elect

are in danger of deception, and witness to the gospel
is threatened with eclipse. But the day of grace has
not yet finally closed, and His promise is ‘I am with
you alway, even umito the end of the age’’ (Matthew
28 : 20). “ Do I really believe this? "’ is a question
I often ask myself. Do you? If we do then every-
thing is at once simplified. The authority of His

- Name, the power of His throne, and His unfa ling

fulness are at our disposal. It only needs that we
cut adrift from non-essentials in doctrine, and
activity, and concentrate. upon learning from our
willing teacher, God the Holy Spirit, how to apply
this ample ‘provision step by step, day by day, to
evéry situation around us. We shall then see Satan
give back on every hand, or shall experience such a
manifestation of God’s grace that under extremity of
pressure His fragrance shall be spread abroad around
us, and the ‘ pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in
His Hand "' ! S :
Endurance

A gem from Mrs. Penn-Lewis' Bible:
We count them happy that endure—James 5:11.

Endure . . . chastening—Hebrews 12 : 7 eic.
Endure . . . grief, suffering wrongfully—1 Peter
A 2.19. ¢f:1 Peter3:17. A
- Endure . . . temptation—James-1:12. cf. 1 Peter

1:6/7. - : ,

Endure . . . The Cross—Hebrews 12:2. cf : Philip-

: ' pians 2 : 5.

Endure . . . the contradiction of sinners—Hebrews
12 : 3. )

Endure . . . afflictions—2 Timothy 4:5. .
Endure . . . hardness, as a good soldier—2 Ttmothy
: o 2:3. , :
Endure . . . all things, for the sake of those we are
seeking to win. 2 Timothy 2.: 10
cf 1 1 Corinthians 9 : 22. :

. Love endureth all things—1 Corinthians 13 : 7.

Car thine heart endure . . . in the days that I shall
. deal with thee? Ezekiel 22 : 14,
He endured, as seeing Him Who is invisible,

Hebrews
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Satan’s Methods

9 ol R G

By LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER

."T'HE two great activities of Satan are referred to
‘A in 2 Thes. 2 : 4 in connection with the Man of sin,
who will be Satan’s last and greatest manifestation.
This being is spoken of as he ‘“ who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that
is worshipped.”” These two activities are inseparable
in that, while Satan is seeking to exalt himself above
all that is called God or that is worshipped, he can
keep his subjects or prolong his own existence only
by an unceasing warfare in which he opposes himself
against God. Whether Satan now believes that he
may yet succeed in spite of the decree of the Cross
and the evident superior power of God, is not revealed.

It is still further revealed that the enmity of Satan
‘ is not only toward the person of God, from whom he
has everything to fear, but also toward every true
child of God. Too much emphasis cannot be placed
on this fact. Satan has no controversy or warfare
with his own unregenerate people, but there is
abundant Scripture to prove that he makes unceasing

‘effort to mar the life and service of believers. The

motive for this effort is all-sufficient: they have

! partaken of the Divine nature ”’ (2 Pet. 1 : 4) and

afford, therefore, a possible opportunity for Satan to

thrust his fiery darts at the Divine Person. Thus
the believer becomes a medium of connection between
the Divine Person and the Satanic Order; for God
literally loves the unsaved through the believer

(Rom. 5 : 5), and on the other hand, the prince of

the Satatiic system, as well 4s many of his subjects,

is seeking an opportunity-for a thrust at the person
of God. Several important passages on the latter

point may here be noted : Jno. 16 : 33 ; 2 Tim.3: 12;

1Jno.3:13; 1 Pet.5:7-9; Eph. 6 : 10-12 R.V.

The teaching of these passages clearly indicates the
Satanic enmity toward the believer, and the believer’s
utter helplessness apart from the Divine sufficiency.
They also reveal a degree of enmity which would
result in the believer’s life being crushed out, were
it not for the evident answer to the prayer of Jesus :
‘I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the
evil one " (Jno. 17 : 15). :

. Again, the opposing power ‘of Satan may be seen
in the matter of Christian giving. Millions are given
without solicitation for education, culture and
humanity’s physical comfort, but real world-wide
evangelization must ever drag on with its shameful
limitations and debts. This warfare of Satan is even

more noticeable in the believer’s prayer life; this -

being his place of greatest usefulness and power, is
subject to the greatest conflict. In this connection
it may be stated safely that there is comparatively no
prevailing prayer to-day ; yet the way is open and
the promises are sure. Then, also, if the believer
.cannot be beguiled into indifference or a denial of

Christ, he is tempted to place an undue erripliasis upon

: some manor truth, and, in partial blindness, to sacrifice
‘his whole influence for good through the apparent

unbalance of his testimony.

Satan’s warfare against the purpose of God is still
more evident in his direct hindering of ‘the unsaved.
Not only are they constantly blinded to the Gospel,
but, when the Spirit would.draw them, their minds
are often filled with strange fears and distorted
visions. Their inability to cast themselves upon
Christ is a mystery to themselves, and nothing but
the direct illuminating power of the Spirit in convic-
tion can open their eyes and deliver them from their
gross darkness. o .

Compromise, .

Satan has always adapted his methods to the times
and conditions. If attention has been gained, a
complete denial of the truth has been made; or,
when some recognition of the truth is demanded, it
has been granted on the condition that that which
is vital in redemption should be omitted. ,

This partial recognition of the truth is required by
the world to-day, for, while the direct result of the
believer’s testimony to the Satanic system has been
toward the gathering out of the Bride, there has
been an indirect influence of this testimony upon the
world which has led them to see that all that is good
in their own ideals has been already stated in- the
Bible and exemplified in the life of Jesus, and that
every principle of humamnitarian sympathy or rightcous
government has been vevealed in the Scriptures of truth.
Thus has grown a more or less popular appreciation
of the value of these moral precepts of Scripture and
of the example of Christ. This condition has pre-
vailed to such a degree that any new system or doctrine
which secures a hearing to-day must base its claim upon
Scripture, and include, to some extent, the person and

“teachings of Jesus. The fact that the world has thus

partly acknowledged the value of the Scriptures is
taken by many to be a glorious victory for God ;
while, on the contrary, it cannot be proven that fallen

“humanity is.any more inclined to accept God'’s terms

of salvation than in the generations past.
It is, therefore, no longer safe to blindly subscribe

" to that which promises general good, simply because

it is good, and is garnished with the teachings of
Scripture ; for good has ceased to be all on one side
and evil all on the other. In fact, that which. is evil
in purpose has gradually appropriated the good until
but ome issue distinguishes them. Pari-truth-ism has
come into terrible and final conflict with whole-truth-ism,
and woe to the soul that does not discern between
them. The first, though externally -religious, is of

Satan, and leaves its followers. in the doom of ever-

lasting banishment from the presence of God ; while
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the latter is of God, and “ has promise for the life
that now is and that which is to come.”

It is also noticeable that the term * infidel” has,
within a generation, disappeared from common usage,
and that manner of open denial of the truth has been
almost wholly abandoned. Yet the real Church has

by no means lost her foes, for they are now even more -

" numerous, subtle, and terrible than ever before.
These present enemies, however, like the unclean
birds in the mustard tree, have taken shelter under
her branches, like the leaven in the pure meal, they

are penetrating and appropriating her most sacred’

altars and institutions. These vultures are fed by a
multitude, both in the Church and out, who, in
Satanic blindness, are committed to the furtherance
of any project or the acceptance of any theory that
promises good to the world or is apparently based
. upon Scriptures ; little realizing that they are often

really supporting the enemy of God. .

Counterfeit.

A counterfeit is Satan’s most natural method of
resisting the purpose of God, since by-it he can realise
to that extent his desire to be like the Most High.
Every material is now at hand, as never before, for the
construction of those conditions that are predicted
to appear only in the very end of the age. In 2 Tim.
3 : 1-5, one of these predictions may be found :
* This know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis-
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without
natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of them that are good,
traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasure more
than lovers of God ; having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof ; from such turn away.”

Every word of this prophecy is worthy of most

careful study in the light of the present tendency of
society. The fifth verse is especially important in
- connection with the subject of counterfeits to the
truth : ‘ Having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof : from such turn away.” Here it is

stated that in these last days forms of godliness shall

- appear which, however, deny the power of God ; and
from these leaders the believer is warned to turn away.
The important element in the true faith which is to
be omitted in these ‘‘ forms’ is carefully defined
elsewhere in Scripture : ‘‘ For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ': for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth ; to the Jew
first, and -also to the Greek ”’ (Rom. 1 : 16). ' But
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God, and the wisdom of God.”’ (1 Cor.
1 : 23, 24). Therefore, that which is omitted so
carefully from these forms is the salvation which is
in Christ.. This is most suggestive, for ‘ there is
none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved ”’, and it is by salvation

alone that any deliverance can be had from the
power of darkness. Without this salvation Satan
can still claim all his own. It is perhaps necessary
to add that, judging from all his writings, this sal-
vation, of which Paul confesses he was not ashamed,
was no less an undertaking than ‘regeneration by the
Spirit ; and whatever other theories- may be ad-
vanced, this is the teaching of the Spirit through the
Apostle Paul. '

It, therefore, follows that one feature of the. last
days will be a form of godliness which carefully
denies the power of God in salvation.

Again, Satan is “in the latter times”’ to be the
promotor of a system of truth or doctrine: ‘‘ Now
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking
lies in hypocrisy ; having their conscience seared with
a hot iron;” (1 Tim. 4 :1, 2). These predicted
Satanic systems. are here carefully described. Their
offers will be so attractive and externally so religious
that into them will be drawn some ‘‘who shall

" depart from the faith;’’ they being enticed by

seducing ‘spirits. These attractive-systems are not
only from Satan, but are themselves ‘‘ lies in hypo-
crisy ”’, ‘being presented by those whose conscience
has ..been seared with a hot iron. No more
illuminating terms could be used than these. A lie
covered by hypocrisy means, evidently, that they are
still attempting to be counted among the faithful ;
and the conscience seared would indicate that they
can distort the testimony of God and carelessly point
other souls to the bottomless pit, without present
remorse or regret. ' .

The doctrine of devils is again referred to in Rev.
2 : 24 as ‘ the deep things of Satan ’’ and is Satan’s
counterfeit,of ‘' the deep things of God >’ which the
Spirit reveals to them that love Him (1 Cor. 2 : 10).

Thus there is predicted for the last days of this
age, both a form of godliness which denies the power
of salvation that is in Christ ; and a system known as
“ the deep things of Satan ”* or ‘‘ doctrines of devils”,
which calls some adherents from the true faith and
speaks lies in hypocrisy. Can there be any doubt
that these two Scriptures describe the same thing,
since they also refer to the same time? .The lies of
one can be but the covered denial of salvation in the
other. : -

Again, Satan has his assembly or congregational
meeting which is his counterfeit of the visible Church.
This assembly is referred to, both in Rev. 2 : 9 and
3 :9, as the ‘ symagogue of Satan ”’; an organized
assembly being ‘as important for the testimony in
the deep things of Satan as it has been in the things
of God. : . :
* In Matt. 13 the tares appear among the wheat and
their appearance is said to be after the sowing of the
wheat. So, also, the ‘‘ children of the Wicked one "
appear and are often included and even organized
within the forms of the visible Church.

The assembly of Satan, calling itself a part of the
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vistble Church, is to have its ministers and teachers.
This is stated in 2 Cor. 11 : 13-15. * For such are
false apéstles, deceitful workers, transforming them-
selves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel;
for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers
also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness ;
whose end shall be according to their works.”” Here
is a remarkable revelation of the possible extent of the
Satanic . counterfeit :  ‘‘ False apostles,
workers, transforming -themselves into apostles of
Christ” and ‘' ministers of righteousness;’ yet

these are shown to be only agents of the great deceiver, .

Satan, who is himself transformed into an angel of

light. Itis evident that the method of this deception. -

is to tmitate the real ministers of Christ. Certainly
these false apostlés cannot so appear unless they
gather inio their message every available *‘ form of
godliness ' and cover their lies with the most subtle
hypecrisy. Evilwill not appear on the outside of these
systems ; but they will be announced as ‘ another
gospel ”’ or as a larger understanding of the previously
accepted truth, and will be all the more attractive and.
delusive since they are heralded by those who claim
to be ministers of Christ, who reflect the beauty of an
“amgel of light,” and whose lives are undoubtedly
free from great temptation. It should be noted,
however, that these false ministers do not necessarily
know the mission they have. Being unregenerate
persons of the Satanic system, and, so, blinded to the
real Gospel, they are sincere ; preaching and teaching
the best things their energizing power, the angel of
light, is pleased to reveal unto them. Their gospel
is one of human .reason, and appeals to human
resources. There can be no appreciation of Divine
revelation in them, for they have not come to-really
know God or His Son, Jesus Christ. As all this is
true, how perilous is the attitude of many who follow
attractive ministers and religious guides only because
they claim to be such, and are sincere, and who are
not awake to the one final test of doctrine by which
alone the whole covered system of Satanic lies can
be distinguished from the truth of God. In this
connection John writes the following warning :
“If there come any unto you, and bring not this
doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid
him God speed ” (2 Jno. 10). :

There yet remains one mighty element in the
programme of Satan’s counterfeits in addition to his
outward forms, deep doctrines, church and ministers
—that is, the Man of Sin, the blasphemous counterfeit
of the blessed Christ ; who is yet to appear ; who will
be the very incarnation of Satan; and ‘ whose
coming is after the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lying wonders and all deceivableness
of unrighteousness in them that perish "’ (2 Thes.
2 :9,10). - As the whole purpose of God in the ages
has its consummation in the yet future coming of
Christ, so Satan, in imitation of the programme
of God, has appointed a coming one (2 Thes. 2 : 9)
who will be his greatest manifestation, and upon whom

deceitful

.Satanic System .

he will bestow his greatest wisdok, power and
attractiveness. The study of this mighty and
imposing character can only be suggested in .the
following pages. ‘ ,

The titles of Satan would indicate that he is attempt-
ing, also, in his own person, to counterfeit the Persons
of the blessed Trinity. He appears as ‘‘ the god of
this world *’ in imitation of God the Father; he
appears as the ‘‘ Prince of the world ”’ in imitation
of God the Son; and ‘ the spirit that now energizeth
in the children of disobedience ’ is his smitation of
God the Spirit, who dwells in and energizes the true
believers. Thus his desire to be like the Most High
has led him to a blasphemous attempt to imitate all
the separate manifestations of the three Persons of
the Godhead. . But, since redemption, which he
proposes to hinder, is the work of the second Person,
God the Son, Satan more often appears as a counter-
feit of Christ, both in title and undertaking; and
this is the character in which he makes his last and
most desperate effort before he is banished to the pit
and his final judgment is begun.

- Extracted from Mr. Chafer's book : * Satan and the

FUNDAMENTALISM AND THE CROSS
By PrincipaL L. E. MAXWELL

TODAY the Cross is not our sole inspiration. Our

devotion'is to an objective, to a cause, to an
organisation, to orthodoxy. We ase promoters,
diplomats, strategists, How little we know of
prevailing prayer ! How little time we spend on
our knees ! Our very ortliodoxy deceives us. The
Cross for our salvation—how we contend for that'!
But the Cross for self-crucifixion—how we abhor
that !

Do we realize that Paul says concerning such
doubleminded men as ourselves: ““I tell you even
weeping that they are the enemies of the Cross of
Christ”. Oh yes, we preach the Crucified, but we
know how to keep off the Cross. And beloved, the .
Cross has not had its place in our fundamentalism.
Its principle does not reign. The Communist says :
* Christ died on His Cross, but you ministers live on
it”. And until we consent to an inner crucifixion

that will cut us away from self-infatuation and self- -
. preservation we shall never beget strong spiritual

children. Only when Zion travails does she bring
forth her children. But we are living in the lap.of a
soft and lustful Laodiceanism. * This day is a day
of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy : for
the children are come to the birth, and there is not
strength to bring forth . Our poor powers are so
paralyzed that we can put forth no vigorous mission-
ary effort to produce masculine heroes. of the Cross.
We have fed the flesh, catered to the flesh, humoured
the flesh, trained and educated the flesh—all, pre-
sumably, to do the work of the Spirit | What fleshly
wisdom | What amazing folly !|* We have done
everything to the flesh but take it where it belongs;—
to the Cross | ’ '
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Chﬂst Our Convoy

" By WII.LIAM GURNALL

BE not dlsmayed at the report whlch the Scripture
let them fear him who

makes of Satan’s power ;
fear not God. - What are these mountains of power
and pride before thee, O Christian, who servest a God
that can make a worm thresh a mountain! The
greatest hurt he can do thee, is by nourishing this
false fear of him in thy bosom. It is observed,
Bernard saith, of some beasts in the forest, though
they are too hard for the lion in fight, yet tremble
when he roars.
to the pinch, indeed, is able, through Christ, to trample
Satan under his feet ; yet before the conﬂict, ‘stands
trembling at the thought of him. Labour, therefore,
to get a right understanding of Satan’s power, .and
then this Hon will not appear so fierce as you paint
him in your melancholy fancy : Three. considerations
will relieve you, when at any time you are beset with
the fears of his power. -

It is a derived power ; he hath it not in himself,
. but by patent from another, and that no other but
_God; “ All powers are of him,” . whether on earth
or in hell. This truth, subscribed in faith, would
first secure thee, Christian, that Satan’s power shall
never hurt thee. Would thy Father give him a sword
to injure thee, his child? “1I have created the
smith ’’ saith God, ““ that bloweth the coals—I have
created the waster to destroy,” and therefore assures
them ; “ tha.t 1o weapon formed against them shall
prosper ;"' Isa. 54 : 16-17. If God provided his
enemies arms, they sha]l I warrant you, be such as
will do them httle service. . When Pilate thought to
scare Christ with what he could do toward the saving
or taking away his life, he replies, that he could do
nothing except it were glven from above, John
19 : 10; as if he had said, ‘ Do your worst, I know
who sealed your commission.’

This considered, would meeken and quiet the soul,
when troubled by Satan within, or his instruments
without. It is Satan buffets, or man persecutes, me,
but God who gives them both power ; “The Lord ”’
saith David, ‘‘bids him curse; ‘“ The Lord"
said Job, “ hath given, and the Lord hath taken.”
.This keeps the King’s peace in both their bosoms.
O Christian, look not on the jailor that whips thee,
may be he is cruel ; but read the warrant, who wrote
,ihatd and at the bottom thou shalt find thy Father’s

an

It is a limited power, and that two ways ; he cannot
do what he will, and he shall not do what he can.

(2) He cannot do what he will : his desires are
boundless, they walk not only.to and fro heré below,
but in heaven itself, where he is pulling down his
once fellow-angels, knockmg down the carved work
of the glorious temple as with axes and hammers ;

-also.”
Thus the Christian, when he comes

yea, dethroning God, and setting himself in his place ;
this fool saith in his heart, there is no God. But he
cannot do this, nor many other things which his
cankered malice stirs him up to wish; he is but a
creature, and so hath the length of his tether, to
which he is staked, and cannot exceed ; and if God
be safe, then thou also, for thy life is h1d with Christ
in God “If I live ', saith Christ, * you shall live
You are engraven on the tale of his heart ;

if he plucks one away, he must the other also. Aga.m,
as he cannot hurt the being of God, so he cannot
pry into the bosom of God. He knows not man’s,
much less the thoughts of God. The astrologers nor
their master could bring back Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream. As men have their closets for. their own

. privacy, where none can enter in but with their key,

so God Keeps the heart as his withdrawing room,
shut to all besides himself ; and therefore when he
takes upon him to foretell events, if God teach him
not his lesson, nor second causes help-him, he is
beside his book ; 50, to save his credit, dehvers them
dubiously, that his text- may bear.a gloss suitable
to the effect, whatever it is. And when he is bold

. to tell the state of a person, there is no. weight to be

laid on his judgment; Job was a hypocrite in his
mouth, but God proved him a liar. He cannot hinder
those purposes and counsels of God he knows. He
knew Christ was to come in the flesh, and did his
worst, but could not hinder his landing ; though there
were many dev1ces in his heart, yet the counsel of
the Lord concerning him did stand, yea, was delivered
by the midwifery of Satan’s suggesting, and his
instruments executing his lust, as they thought, by
fulfilling God’s counsel against themselves. He
cannot ravish thy will. He cannot command thee
to sin against thy will; he can make the soul go
faster ; that is, on its way, as the wind carries the
tide with more swiftness ; but-he cannot turn the
stream of the heart contmry’ to its own course and
tendency.

(b) Satan’s power is so limited, that he shall not
do what he can. God lets out so much of his wrath
as shall praise him, and be as a stream to set his
purpose of love to his saints on work, and then lets
down the flood-gate, by restraining the residue
thereof. God ever takes him off before he can finish
his work on a saint. He can (if God suffers him)
rob the Christian of much of his joy, and d1sturb his
peace by his cunning insinuation, but he is under
command ; he stands like a dog by the table, while
the saints sit at this sweet feast of comfort, but dares
not stir to take off their cheer; his Master's eye is
on him. The want of this cons1derat10n hinders God
in his praise, and we of our comfort; God having
locked up our strength in the porforma.nce of our
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duty.. Did the Christian consider what Satan’s
power is, and who dams it up, this would always
be a song of praise in his mouth. Hath Satan power
to rob and burn, kill and slay, torment the body,
distress the mind ? 'Who may I thank that I am out
of hishands? Doth Satan love me better-than Job ;
or am I out of his sight?. Is his courage cooled, or
his wrath appeased, that I escape? No, none of
these ; his wrath is not against one, but all the saints;
his eye is on thee, and his arm can reach thee; his
spirit is not broke, nor his stomach stayed with such
millions he hath devoured, but keen as ‘ever, yea,

sharper, because now he sees God ready to take away,

and the end of the world drawing on so fast. It is
thy God alone whom thou art beholden to for all this ;
his eye keepeth thee. When Satan finds the good
man asleep, then he finds our good God awake ;
therefore thou art not consumed, because he changeth
not.

It is a ministerial power, appointed by God for the
service and benefit of the saints. It is true (as it
is said of the proud Assyrian), ‘‘ he meaneth not so,
neither doth his heart think so,”” Isa. 10 : 7: it isin
his heart to destroy those he tempts; but no matter
what he thinks. As Luther .comforted himself,
when told what had passed at the Diet at Nuremberg
' against the Protestants, that it was decreed there,
but otherwise in heaven ; so for the saints’ comfort,
‘the thoughts which God thinks to them are peace,
while Satan’s are ruin to their graces, and destruction
- to their souls ; his counsel shall stand in spite of the
.devil. The very mittimus which God makes, when
he commits any of his saints to the devil's prison,
runs thus : ‘“ Deliver such an one to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved
in the day of the Lord Jesus,” 1 Cor. 5 : 5. So that
‘tempted saints may say, we had perished, if we had
mnot perished to our own thinking. This leviathan,
" while he thinks to swallow them up, is but sent of

God (as the whale to Jonah) to waft them safetoland.
“ Some of them of understanding shall fall, to try
them, and to purge them, and to make them white;”
Dan.. 11 : 35. This God intends when he lets his
children fall into temptation, as we do with our
" linen, the spots they get at our feasts'are taken out
by washing, rubbing, and laying them out to bleach.
The saints’ spots are most in peace, plenty, and
prosperity, and they never recover their whiteness to
such a degree, as when they come from under Satan’s
_scowering. We do too little not to fear Satan; we
.should comfort ourselves with the usefulness and
subserviency . of his temptations to our good. All
things are yours, who are Christ’'s. He that hath
given life to be yours, hath given death also. He
that hath given heaven for your inheritance, Paul
and Cephas, his ministers and ordinances, to help you
thither, hath given the world, with all the afflictions
of it, yea, the prince of it too, with all his wrath and
power, in order to the same end. This indeed is love
and wisdom in a riddle; but you who have the
spirit of Christ cazn unfold it.

There is Deliverance

By Rev. F. B. MEYER .

THE self-life is our greatest struggle. In speaking

thus, we must, of course, distinguish between our

natural-endowments, which are sacred gifts, for which

we may thank God, and our desire to exploit them to

obtain admiration and praise from our associates. It

is the ego-bias which hurts all and spoils the music
of our lives | C : -

“We must give this ubiquitous self ne quarter;
but the conflict, as Paul explains in Romans 7, will
be long and arduous. As the sun rises, its beams
strike lower and yet lower down the pit. We find
depths of selfness, ever.lower down, affecting the .
miotives of our life. Often shall we repeat the
apostle’s cry for deliverance ; and there ¢s deliverance
in our daily dying to the self-life by our union with the
Cross of Christ. o

Our old man, that is, our self-life, has.been nailed to
the Saviour’s Cross. Through our union with our
Lord in His death, we, in the purpose of God, have
died to sin even as He died to it. . We were one with
Him in His grave and we are one with Him in His
resurrection. That is our position, objectively;
but by faith we must make it subjectively real. We
must consider that our old self was crucified with
Christ and that in the Cross we have passed into the
glorious liberty of His resurrection. The death that
Jesus died was a death to sin once for all; and the
life ‘that He lives, He lives to God. So we must
regard ourselves as dead to sin and self, but as living
to God through our union with-our Saviour. The
self-life may not be dead, but we are dead to it !

- An illustration may be given from the experience
of Dr. Tauler of Strasburg, who did much to prepare
the way for Luther and the Reformation. He was-a
fine preacher, and the whole city hung upon his lips.
He was greatly startled, therefore, when a humble
Switzer, one of the Society of ‘ the. Friends of
God ”’, named Nicholas of Basle, crossed the
mountains, entered his church, and said, “ You must
die, Dr. Tauler! Before you can do your greatest
work for God, the world, and this city, you must die’
to yourself, your gifts, your popularity, and even
your own goodness, and when you have learned the
full meaning of the Cross you will have new power
with God and man .

- At first he greatly resented this intrusion, but
ultimately left his pulpit for a time, and retired for
meditation, prayer, and heart-searching. As the
inner vision grew clearer, he came to realise how
much of his ministry had been inspired by the.
inveterate wish to make an impression, not. simply
for Christ’s sake, but with the view of maintaining
and increasing his. own prestige. Finally he left
“life’s glory dead * at the foot of the Cross, and
resolved to have one objective, and one only, Jesqs
Christ and Him crucified. From that moment his -
preaching began to help people as never before, and

* prepared for Luther and thé New Age.
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The ‘Enthroned Christian

By F: J. HUEGEL |

. CHAPTER I

Doctrinal Foundations .
HERE are sublimities in the Christian life which are
rarely experienced, and which may be summed up in
what may be termed ¢ Throne-life”. As we read in
Ephesians 1 : 3 the spiritual blessings which have been
bestowed upon us as Christians are ours ‘ in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus". The believer, according to Col. 3 : 3 is
dead, and his life is hid with Christ in God. His citizenship,
Paul tells us, in his Philippian epistle, is ‘‘in heaven ™.
The exaltation and the glory of his position are yet-more
emphatically expressed.in the second chapter of Ephesians,
where we are told that the believer has actually been raised
up together with Christ and together with Him made to sit

in heavenly places.

That there is such a thing as an actual sharing of the
Saviour’s exaltation—a participation of the life of the Throne
—is amply and clearly stated in the Scriptures.
in isolated texts, nor by a clever reading into the sacred
text what after all may not be found there. Nor is it made
patent by forced interpretations in keeping with the Biblical
bias of some particular sect or ‘‘ school of thought . . The
sublimitiés which are to occupy us in the following chapters
are rather the goal of the entire body of Biblical Truth. To
them the high-ways of Christian revelation lead. It was for
their attainment that the Redeemer came .and for their
fulfilment He consummated His Redemptive Work on
Calvary’s Cross. ' ’

The Christian shares in spirit his Redeemer’'s Throne.
His life as a Christian is the life of the Throne. With his

Lord he was quickened ; together with Him he was raised *

up; and with Him he was made to sit in heavenly places.
These are sublimities rarely dreamed of by those who bear
the name Christian, and yet they are within the grasp of
faith—the inheritance of all. It is only a question of cashing
our cheques, for every promise of God, as Spurgeon was wont
to point out, is a cheque on the bank of Heaven. The
promises are yea and Amen ‘‘in Christ Jesus . His Name
makes them * gilt-edged *'. .

It is in Paul's Epistles that the fact of the Christian’s
enthronement comes out in boldest relief. But this fact may
also be seen in the Gospels even as the great oak is seen in
the acorn. Paul brought nothing to light save that which
Calvary’s consummation made possible. He simply brought
to a full flowering, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, what
was implicit in the cross and the Empty Tomb. The Saviour
pointed to union with Himself, in unmistakable fashion,
as the goal of Redemption. In the Upper Room He gave us
the incomparable figure which was to express forever the
wondrous fact of the believer’s oneness with his Lord. ‘I
am the vine, ye are ‘the branches . . .”, followed by the
instructions and promises. ‘‘ Abide in meand Iinyou . . ."”
‘“ He that abideth in me and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit : for without me ye can do nothing . . .”
* If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall as
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”

It comes to a yet clearer focus in His High Priestly Prayer
in which He prayed : ‘‘ Father, I will that they also, whom
thou hast given me, be with me where I am ; that they may
. behold my glory which thou hast given me ; for thou lovedst
me before the foundation of the world”. And again:
I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect
in one, and that the world may know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me ". .

Ah yes! The Saviour intends that all true believers
should be one with Him. How else are they to be saved ?
Salvation in its ultimate expression cannot be anything but
participation in the life of God. The wages of sin is death
because it separates from Him. The gift of God is eternal.
life because it unites believers with Him. Jesus came that

Not simply

'we might have life, abundant life, and this abundant life,
the life of the ages, we have in Him. It is, as we read in
Revelation, from the Throne and from the Lamb, that the
river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeds.

Each of the seven letters to the churches of ‘Asia dictated
to John on the Isle of Patmos by the Lord Jesus ‘Himseli
closes with a promise given—" to him that overcometh ".
* To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the paradise of God,” . . . etc.
So run the promises, among the most precious in Holy Writ—
seven in all.. The final one, no doubt one of the most
astounding among the galaxy of sacred promises given by
God to man, is the one which stands as a mighty rock at the
heart of this great theme. *‘ To him that overcometh will I
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as 1 also overcame
and am set down with my Father in his throne.”. (Rev.
3. 21).

Now there is nothing in these promises which close the
seven letters to the churches of Asia, culminating as they
do, with this amazing declaration on the part of the Lord
Christ Himself, regarding the high privilege of the Christian,
which would lead one to believe that the reference is to life
beyond the grave. The Christian in spirit is to sharé his
Saviour’s throne here and wnow. His position among the
children of men may be the humblest, yet in spirit he stands
in vital union with the enthroned Christ of God. The New
Testament nowhere attributes to death (mere physical
dissolution) any power to lift the soul to higher planes of
existence which are not already a fact in embryo. It is only
faith that can do this. Faith, not death, will bring us to
Christ and His Throne. I shall not have hereafter what I
do not already have here and now in spirit. No! the
Saviour is not thinking of life beyond the grave. He never
ascribed any virtue to death (physical dissolution)—it was
always just death and no more. .

This is clearly seen in the Bethany episode | When Jesus
said .to Martha, ‘ Thy brother shall rise again’’, she
answered : ‘1 know that he shall rise- again in the
resurrection at the last day ". . It is only with difficulty that
Jesus makes her realize that He is not talking about anything
of the kind. ‘I am the resurrection and the life,” is His
amazing proclamation, the purpose of which was to stab
Martha’s slumbering thought, all taken up with grave clothes,
into a realisation of the fact that here and mow resurrection
was to be achieved. ‘‘ He that liveth and believeth in me
shall never die.” And that Martha might understand,
Jesus cries out to one who already stank : ‘‘ Lazarus come
forth ', and he that was dead came forth. *

Ours is the same difficulty. ‘‘ To him that overcometh I
will grant to sit with me in my throne ”"—we sigh and say,

-* Some day perhaps, in the city of God”. Butno! Jesus

cries: “I am the resurrection and the life”. And in the
Bethany episode the Saviour proclaimed the fact to all the
ages. He never spoke without speaking also to the ages.
His Word reverberates down the immensities of Time, and
will never pass away, though heaven and earth do. He is the
resurrection and the life, now ! We have been raised up and
made to sit with Him in heavenly places, now. .

I repeat, we come to the throne to participate in ‘‘ throne-
life ”, now. Mere physical dissolution, in a sense, has no
more promise than the grave itself. It is faith that binds us
to Jesus our Lord. *“ He that liveth and believeth in me
shall never die.” Jesus did not say : * To him that dieth
(speaking to believers) will I grant to sit with me in my
throne ”. He said: “ To him that overcometh”. Now,
John tells us in the fifth chapter of his first Epistle that
* overcomers ”’ are simply believers. ‘ Who is he that
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is
the Son of God.” ‘‘ This is the victory that overcometh the:
world, even our faith.”- )




THE OVERCOMER

35

So the Saviour is only saying : ‘‘ To him that believeth
will I grant to sit with me in my throne *’. The key is found
in what follows : “ Even as I also overcame and am set down
with my Father in his throne ”’. It takes us back to Calvary.
‘ Even as I also overcame.” It was on the eve of His Cross
that the Saviour cried : ' Be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world .
entered fully upon His Passion, that He said : ‘* Father, the
hour-is come ; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify
Thee.” The Saviour’s hour was the Cross. And it was there
that He overcame the world. It was fhere that He bruised
the Serpent’s head, by death destroying him who had the
power of death, that is the devil (Hebrews 2': 14). -

It is, as we shall see in later chapters, the faith that enters
into the victory of the Cross into the realisation of Calvary’s
Consummation, which brings the believer to the throne.

. . CHAPTER II
The Teaching-of the Pauline Epistles

T is in the Epistles of the apostle Paul that the * Throne-
Life " of the believer finds its complete doctrinal exposi-
tion. It lies at the very heart of the Pauline theology.
‘When, on the road to Damascus, Saul of Tarsus,
‘" breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the
disciples of the Lord ", beheld the risen Lord, falling blinded
to the earth, he did not go to Jerusalem, as we read in Gal.
1:16-17, to confer with the apostles. At first sight this
would seem to have been a colossal error, for he knew nothing
of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and they had so much
which they might have taught him. Butmno; it was solitude
which Paul most needed in that hour, when the voice which
came from the glory said : “ I am Jesus ”.
How that revelation must have seared and blasted Saul's
soul. This Jesus of Nazareth, whom the Jews had hated,
persecuted and reviled, nailing Him at last to an ignominious
cross to die the most shameful of deaths between two crimi-
nals, was, after all, none other than the promised Messiah,
the Christ of God, God manifest in the flesh | Little wonder
he did not wish to confer with flesh and blood, but plunged
rather into the Arabian desert where for three years he held
holy converse in deepest solitude with God and with his own
soul. ‘‘ This Jesus whom we crucified as a fraud, a blas-
phemer, and an imposter—the One Who by the Word of His
power upholds all things (Heb :1. 3), the One in whom
" dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2 :9), the
One by whom -all things both in heaven and on éarth were
made (Col. 1:16) |”” I can hear Paul say to himself, as he
broods in the solitudes of the Arabian desert—'* How terrible!
I-;(ov;r’deep the mystery ! How hideous and how black the
sin | ” -
But Paul was not alone. He declared in after years that
the Gospel which he preached .was not received from man ;

he was not taught it, he says * but by the revelation of

Jesus Christ”” (Gal. 1. 12). The Saviour Himself was His
Own Interpreter to Paul. This once proud Pharisee would
surely have died of shame and remorse (no one had persecuted
the church as he) had not the Lord stood by him and given
him the light of His own interpretation of the Cross. It
was'as when- Joseph spoke to his brethren, saying, * ye
thought evil against me, but God meant it unto good, to
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive .
‘* Take it not so to heart, Paul,” our Joseph must have said
to this chosen vessel of his, ‘' ye meant it for evil, but through
thisl:i/e;{yCross, so shameful and so hideous, I will save the
world. :

Paul came out from his desert retreat aflame with a
Message—the heart of the New Testament Revelation. To
him, it was given to develop, unfold and apply the unfatho-
mable implications of the Cross and the empty Tomb. None
gloried in the Cross as he, for none understood the Cross as
he. Three years in the lonely wastes of the Arabian desert
with the awful shadow of Calvary upon him and the risen
Son of God at his side had done their work. Henceforth he
was to know nothing save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
It was to be all of grace not mixed with even the slightest

It was the night that He was betrayed and .

- been raised up.

trace of the Law. The Gentile was to be on an equal footing

_with the Jew in the Church (the body of Christ) without the

ministration of a single Jewish rite, for the all-sufficient
reason that Christ had died for all. Redemption was through
His Blood | It was by faith, and faith alone, that men were
to be justified and find peace with God. It was Paul who
formulated the great principles which were to lie at th® heart
of the Church’s life and growth all down the centuries. It
was this man in whose Epistles there is hardly a reference to
the Saviour’s earthly ministry and teaching, but who best
understood the immeasurable meaning of Calvary; this one
who counted all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord, and who was willing to
count it all but dung if he might only win Christ and be found
in Him. It was this man, who was God's chosen vessel to
bear the Saviour’s Name before ‘' the Gentiles and kings
and children of Israel.” (Acts 9 : 15).

. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians that the Gospel which he
preached has as its keystone in the arch of God’s Truth, the
fact ‘‘ that Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures ; and that He was buried, and that He arose again the
third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15 : 1-4).
This emphasis on the Saviour's death by which we receive
the atonement (Rom. 5:11) is something so basic in Paul’s
Epistles, that those who are not willing to glory in the Cross
as he did, are bound to find themselves strangely out of step
with the apostle. No amount of exegetical squirming and
shuffling can ever hide the fact of their disagreement with
him. His insistence on the Cross as the basis of atonement
and reconciliation has, however, unfoldings and developments
which take the Christian far beyond mere forgiveness and
justification. They take him into what I have called in the
preceding chapter, the sublimities of ‘* Throne-Life ".

It can all be summed up by the word, identification. ~ The
believer is identified with Christ. As Christ identified
Himself with man’s sin and, for man, met sin’s just reward
through the shedding of His blood, so man, when he believes,
is identified with Christ, and in Him, dies to sin that he
might live unto God. - Romans 6 gives us the full doctrinal
formulation of the fact as it is in the mind of God. ** Knowing
this that our old man is crucified with Him (Christ).” (Rom.
6:6). In view of this great fact Paul bids the believer to
reckon himself to be dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God
through Jesus Christ, our Lord (Rom. 6 : 11). In Colossians
we are told that as believers we are dead and that our life is
hid with Christ in God (Col. 3: 3). In Philippians we read
how Paul expresses his great desire to know the Lord Jesus
Christ ‘“ and the power of ‘His resurrection, and the fellow-
ship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His
death "*—as though the Saviour’s Cross were to be the very
mould into which his life should be cast. (Phil. 3 : 10). In
2 Corinthians we are told that, as believers, we bear about

'in our bodies the dying of the Lord Jesus that the life also of

Jesus might be made manifest (2 Cor. 4 : 10)—as if Calvary
and the Empty Tomb as two complementary facts making
one (which they do) were being reproduced in the believer's
own life and experience.- .

This brings us to the crowning declaration of Paul's
Epistles, and we now come to the sublimities of ‘‘ Throne-
Life ”’. Identification could not begin at the Cross without
ending on the Throne. In God’s thought and purpose as
expressed by Paul, the believer is identified with his Saviour.

_'What happened to Christ the Lord, as Son of Man (repre-

sentative man) necessarily happened to all. The Head of
the Church and His body (the Church) are one. What
happens to the Head happens to the Body. The_ judicial
standing of the Body is exactly that of the Head. If Christ
was nailed to the Cross then I, as a believer, am there with
Him. God in His holy Word declares it to be a fact. If
Christ was buried, I too was buried. (See Rom. 6 : 4-5).
If Christ was raised up in newness of life, then 1 too have
(Rom. 6 :4). If Christ ascended to the
Throne, then I too, in spirit, have been made to “sit in
heavenly places . )
Ephesians 2 is the classic Biblical expression of the fact of
the believer's association with his ascended and enthroned
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Lord. Let us quote the entire passage just as it is : “ But

God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ (by grace ye are saved), and hath raised
us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus. That in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches. of His grace in His kindness toward us
through Christ Jesus.” Please observe—not only raised up,
(for resurrection is one thing, ascension another), but actually
made to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Here you have
the sublimities of-. * Throne-Life . Jesus Himself says :
* To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
Throne.”
figure of speech, or an ethereal allusion to some vague possi-
bility. We see, from Paul’s Epistles that the Saviour means
us to take His Words exactly for what they stand for and
mean. * Throne-Life”’, doctrinally, is a fact in Christian
experience. If doctrinally a fact, why not actually ?

CHaPTER III
The Enthroned Life a Revelation .

HAT ‘ Throne-Life " for the apostle was a fact to be

translated into vital experience, is evidenced by the

earnest prayer which he offers on behalf of his brethren
at Ephesus, It will be well to quote this entire prayer. -

* Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord
Jesus, and love unto all the saints, cease not to give thanks
for you, making mention of you in my prayers: That the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory, may give
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge

of Him : the eyes of your understanding being enlightened ;°

that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, arid ‘what
the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and
what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who
believe, according to the working of his mighty power . . ."”
(Ephesians 1 : 15-19). :

At this point it would be well for us to break off for a
moment and ask : ‘‘ Just what is this mighty power, which
causes the apostle to heap glory upon glory in an effort to
reveal to the Ephesians, and through them to all Christians,
‘ the riches of the glory of the inheritance’ in the saints?
He seems almost beside himself in an effort to express what
cannot be expressed. There are no words in human speech,
it would seem, that can satisfy him. What he wishes to
convey to his fellow Christians is so great that he becomes
desperate in his efforts to expound it. He falls back, there-
fore, on earnest intercession that the Father of glory might
give to the Ephesians the spirit of wisdom.and revelation,
might enlighten the.eyes of their understanding so that they
might grasp what afier all cannot be expressed. What is this
mighty power so exceeding great which is ‘* to us-ward who
believe ” ? It is, Paul affirms, the power ‘‘ which He (the
Father of glory) wrought in Christ, when he raised him from
the dead.” (Ephesians 1. 20).

There you have it! The believer is participant of ‘the
selfsame power that the Father wrought in Christ when He
raised Him from the dead. This is the persistent basic idea
of Paul's Epistles, and perhaps the most luminous star in the
firmament of Divine Revelation. It is-the very glory of

Redemption. In simplest terms it reads thus : The Saviour’s
Resurrection is the Christian’s resurrection—they are one.
‘* He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit "’ (1 Cor. 6 : 17),

What falls to the Head, falls to each member of the body.
‘What happened to the Saviour, befell Him in His character
as Son of Man, the Federal Head of a' Redeemed Humanity,
and therefore is communicated, ipso facfo, to every member
of His body. :

But Paul goes beyond mere resurrection. ‘* Throne-Life *’
is the goal of his thought. We have not simply been raised
up with Christ, but, which is the point in question, with Him,
have been made to sit in heavenly places.. So we .go on with
the Ephesian prayer taking it up where we left off : ‘“ and
set him at his own vight hand in ly places, far above all
principality and power, and might, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that

This is not to be taken as a mere hyperbole, a -

. should not startle us.

which is fo.come : and.hath put all things wnder his feet, and
gave him to be head ovey all things, to the chuvch which is his

‘body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.” (Eph. 1 : 15-23).

The thought is clear and simple. The power, which works
in the believer, is the power the Father wrought in Christ
when He raised Him up and set Him at His right hand in
heavenly places, far above all principality and might, and
dominion and power, and every name that is named, not only
in this world, but in that which is to come. : :

It leaves one breathless! One would not dare to utter
such things were they not the plain teaching of the Scriptures.
‘Were it not the Holy Spirit speaking through the apostle,
one would be afraid of such sublimities. It would be natural
to cry out : ‘‘ This is presumption . But it is not presump-
tion to believe God’s Word. Pride is the handmaid of doubt,

-not of faith, We must be careful here, so as not to be deluded

by a ‘mock-humility which would have us grovel in the dust
when God offers us a throne. The devil fights these things
because he knows they:mean the overthrow of his strong-
holds. He preaches us pretty sermons on humility, but the
end is disobedience, doubt, pride and sterility. Let us not
heed the false reports of the spies’ who were overawed by
the Jerichos of the Land of Promise. Let us arise and enter
in though there be giants. It is a good land flowing with
milk and honey. : :

The key verse of Ephesians is found in the first chapter,
verse 3 : “‘ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ'”’. It s a thing that has already
been dome. Our own feelings have nothing to do with the
matter. Whether our Christian experience may have been
concomitant or whether it may have fallen far below such a
standard, does not enter into the picture. We shall come to
that in the next chapter. What matters are the Divine
affirmations of true Christian experience as declared by the
Word of God. Experience is ‘no criterion. Experiences
fluctuate; no two are quite the same. God lays down a
universal standard. It is to this that Christian experience
must direct itself. God’s verdict is that believers are identi-
fied with Christ in death and resurrection. He bids us reckon
ourselves dead unto sin and alive unto God through Christ
our Lord. He tells us that He has already blessed us with
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. He tells
us that with Jesus we have been raised up and that we have
been made to sit together with Him in heavenly places.
The exceeding great power, which works in us, is the self-
same power which wrought in Christ when He ascended to
the Father's Throne. These are the affirmations of God in
His Holy Word. I may never realise all this in experience,
still it is my judicial standing before God. He affirms it—
not I. If I refuse to bring experience up so that what God
declares to be my judicial standing is fully translated into a
present experience, I not only rob myself of infinite riches,
but contradict the Most High ; I make void His Holy Word

‘and sin is at my door.

Plain as it all is, if Jakes a revelation, as Paul said in his
prayer, to bring Christians to such a standard. But that
All Christian experience in the final
analysis is based on revelation. You get nowhere without
it. “Lord " Paul cried in effect, *‘ give them the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of these things.”
‘When Peter confessed his faith 'in Jesus as the Christ, the
Son of the Living God, he was told that he had received a
revelation from the Father, and that flesh and blood had had
nothing to do with such knowledge. Paul declares that no
man can call Jesus Lord but by the Holy Spirit. The
Saviour Himself said that it was the function of the Holy

- Spirit to take the things that had to do with his Person and

Salvation, and to reveal them to believers. The Author and
Finisher of our faith is Christ the Lord, in view of which fact
it becomes only too clear that there can be no progress with-
out revelation. I repeat, if ‘' Throne-Life ” requires a
revelation ere it can be realised, nothing else in the Christian
lsife is realised without the illumination and work of the Holy
irit. :
P If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which



are above.” It is not the *‘if " of doubt, but of sequence.
Since ye are risen with Christ . . . is the thought, * Set
your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
For ye are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God.”
(Col."3,: 3) It is the same as the Ephesian proclamation.
The sublimities of * Throne-Life " are not hazy fancies.
They are the Crown of the eternal verities of the Christian
life. ‘ Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”
Thus in cryptic fashion the apostle reiterates the great fact,
the full glory of which he cannot explain, but prays the
Spirit nnght reveal ; namely, that the believer shares the
%al.;;lour s Cross, and "therefore also His Resurrection and His
one

Recently Mr. F. J. Huegal, whose writings ave well known
amongst Evangelical Christians sent us. the mwnusmpt of a
new book, entitled—"' The E'nthromd Christion ", and we are

printing this section by section in the * Overcomer ', with the .

objective of finally publishing it as a complete book. We do
pray that God will greatly bless this exposition of our identifica-
tion with Christ in all its vange and fulness, and lead many
through it into the practical experience of this great doctrine in
life and ministry.

The

“ Overcomer” Prayer Bond

In a recent circular to her Prayer Bond, Miss
Leathes wrote : ‘ If we cannot go out into the dark
places where Satan’s seat is, to rescue souls, we can
at least pray with all persistence and supplication for
all our missionaries, for they do indeed need our
support. Many of them are living in an atmosphere
saturated with the asphyxiating breath from the pit,
and prayer and even concentration on the Word of
‘God is often next door to impossible. ‘ But thanks
be to God, Who giveth us the Victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore . . . be ye steadfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the Work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not
in vain in the Lord.” (1 Cor. 15 : 57, 58).”

It would be impossible to exaggerate the value of

. this ministry of prayer to the Christian Church in

these da.ys If you would like to have closer contact
with these prayer warriors, and to receive Miss
Leathes’ Circular, will you please write to her direct

at : 2, Kingsway, Wembley, Middlesex.

~ LONDON MEETINGS
The Mommg Prayer Conferences will be-held during
the next three months as follows : - -
J uly 15th and August 19th : at Caxton Hall.

September 16th: at St. Ermin’s (next door to
Caxton Hall).

“Will you also make a note of the fact that a full day
of Conference will (D.V.) be held on:

November 18th.

Full partwulars will be given in the * Overcomer
for October.

BIRMINGHAM

It is hoped to hold further meetings in Birmingham
during the autumn. Interested friends can obtain
information from : Rev. J. Hanbury Hill, 74 Fourth
Avenue, Bordesley Green, Birmingham 9.

BRISTOL.

A Conference will (D.V.) be held in Bristol from
September 26-29. "All enquiries about these meetings
should be addressed to: Rev. W. H. McWhinnie,
63 Kellaway Avenue, Bristol 6.

'REGULAR MEETINGS ORGANIZED BY OUR READERS ARE HELD AT :

Cardiff

Crowborough

" (Sussex) Sussex.

. Hove
Sussex.

Liverpool

Manchester
Manchester.

Thames Ditton
. Ditton.

- Plymouth

Enquiries to Mr. N. Stamps, 52, Hazelhurst Road, Llandaff North, Cardlﬂ'
Enquirles to Miss B. Brooker, Beechcroft House. Myrtle Road Crowborough,

Enquiries to Mrs. Rlchards, ** Cartref,” 5l Clarendon Vlllas. Hove, 3,

" Enquiries to Mr. Crewe, 34, Greenbank Road, Liverpool, 15.
Enquiries to Mr. T. Loxham, 29, Hillend Road, Lawton Moor,Wythenshawe,

Enquiries to Mrs. Trolley, Weston Park Cottage, Weston Park, Thames

‘Enquiries to Miss E. Coke, 4 Garﬂeld Terrace, Stoke, Plymouth Devon.

We regret that owing to space we are compelled to cut these announcements down to the bare minimum
but hope that those mterested will communicate direct with the friends whose names we have glven.
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BOOK ROOM NOTES
An Important Announcement

The original purpose of the Overcomer was twofold

(@) to give teaching to Christian workers
: " concerning the deep things of God.

:(b) to report on the World wide dlstnbutwn‘ of
the Word of the Cross booklet, the aim
of which was evcmgehstlc

We are convinced that all true emphasis on the

overcoming life must of necessity result in reaching

out to the multitudes without Christ. After much
consideration and prayer we have, therefore, decided
to include a’ monthly evangelistic leaflet specially
designed for the non Church goer, amongst our
publications.

We are hoping to launch some of our friends
who make no sustained effort to win others for Christ,
on a course of prayerful distribution amongst their
friends and acquaintances. Much can be done
through the printed page backed by believing prayer ;
and we do call upon -our readers to join us in this
further endeavour to preach Christ in these last days.

The price of the leaflet, the title of which is “ Plain
Words ”, is as follows :

Single copies 13d.
12 copies 1/6
50 copies 5/3
100 copies 9/6
Special quotations will be -given for larger
quantities. A specimen will be sent on application.

War on the Saints.

We are now able to announce thatanew edition of
War on the Saints is ‘‘ on the way ", and that we
expect to have a stock again before long. The

Postage extra

.original moulds from which recent editions of this

book have been printed are worn out, and it has been
necessary to set the type again. The prices of thic
new edition are, therefore, considerably higher than
those of the last. We are publishing a cloth bound
edition at 15/-, and a paper bound one at 10/6.

We are crea.tmg a list of orders for the new edition
of this book, and will deal with them in rotatlon as
soon as stocks reach us.

The Bible Class for the Modern Boy.

" The need and 'scope for work amongst boys, whc
most either swell the ranks of modern paganism, ot
form the backbone of the Church of the future, is
surely obvious to us all. A timely booklet (price
6d) under the above title has been printed giving
some very practical advice drawn from long
experience in this type of work—and we do wish tc
cordially recommend it to our readers. It is ob-
tainable from : Roy Stammers, Esq., Alford House,
Witton Road, London S.W.1.

Overcoming the Accuser.

Another sixpenny booklet compiled from three
small booklets by Mrs. Penn-Lewis is in course of
preparation, and we can take orders for it, for delivery
as soon as it is printed. It is made up of the following
booklets :

(ay Overcoming the Accuser
(b)) Translated out of the Power of Darkness
(c) First Bind the Strong Man

and should prove extremely useful to all Chnstlar
workers.

¢ Motto Cards " for 1949.

- We are reproducing below a miniature reproductior
of our 1949 Motto Card. This will, as usual, be
printed in red and black,and the price will be the same
as this year’'s—2d. each 2/- per dozen, plus postage

2d.
church ...the
™ Sk il
Gob isin the midst of her

(Continued on inside of back cover).
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- “Be still, and know”

A Meditation on Psalm 46

1

EHOVAH is indeed our God, our-Refuge and our

Strength.- Often too, have ‘we- known Him as.

a very present help. Yet how far, far oftener

it has candidly to come to this : “ Be still, and know -

that I AM Gop |’ His attributes are soundless and
boundless, but back, ever back must we come to
Himself. . This is life eternal—this the Alpha and
Omega in one—to know God. Whether it be-the
witness of such an one as Paul the aged, or Augustine,
" or Richard Baxter, the word is ever the same—God,
God, Gop, and that I might know Him. But watch
withal one tremiendous thing. The atmosphere of
such a knowledge is that war ever and inexorably
precedes peace. ‘‘ Come, behold the’ works of
Jehovah, " what desolations He hath’ made” in
making peace! There is no birth without a pang.
There is no high hill but besidé¢ a deep valley.
I, a little bob-about of humanity, must be still to
krow Him. Therefore. He must.make me still with a
"solemn stillness. He wars with me for my peace.

“ From whence come wars,”’ asks the Apostle, ‘if-

‘not from this old, old war—the soul versus God?

"Come, therefore, behold the desolations He hath:

made ! Behold the trusty treasures of His deep
designs, and see how in loyal.love God. roareth as a

lion in the path of His rebel child.”” .He had only

- this one way with THE SoN when ‘He undertook our
case; and ‘He hath no other way with the sons. God
must desolate me for my peace. He must cross
His Church before He can crown it. Come, then,
behold not only life’s desolations, but also life’s
consolations.,, After the desolation comes the conso-
lation. :

Look, too, at the specific details in our Psalm of
this peace-after-war postulate, and how it eventuates.

Firstly, He, thé Holy Warrior God, breaketh my
rebel'bow. .- Yes, the old bow that-had hurled many a
dart at Him, .our God. Now, all is far otherwise.
His arrows are sharp in the heart of the King’s
enemies. To emancipate, He myst needs subjugate.

Secondly, in bringing about the rebel soul’s peace,
He cutteth the Spear in sunder’ Yeéa'l My old spear
wherewith I-pierced His wounded -sid¢, cruel spear
that wounded Him—but unto my.healing! Best
stroke of my God that snappeth it in twain. Now it
will pierce no longer. That spear, -though, is not
wholly abandoned.; it is now beaten into a pruning
hook. He only breaks the spear to make it a-
pruning-hook—emblem of peace, yea, peace through
‘direct, reddest war. The old spear wherewith I
stabbed my God I.now use to prune myself. Anon,

too, it will prune others, for what He tells me in
darkness, that must I speak in the light.

Thus, by theinexorable law of cross-and-crown
sequence, we emerge upon these sweetest of words,
“Be Strir”’. I would not be still, so He had tc
make me still. Come, behold the desolations He
hath made, -all to this intent. Here, a sick-bed
there, a hidden heart trial ; and everywhere a cross
for all who will ever wear a crown.

* The evening and morning were the first day.”
And we will never, never have a Divine day unless it
be after all the primal pattern of God’s first mode;
one. The Devil’'s day is the opposite of God’s
The satanic formula runs, “the morning and the
evening make the diabolic day ”. Yes, first the
morning then the evening that never sees a sunrise
With God our God the evening and morning make ¢
Divine day ! . - an

““And Know.” Ah! they know best who hawve
battled with God and have been defeated. *‘I wil
be exalted ”’ is God’s cry. So must man be laid low
but not so low as ever the Son of Man lay. Anc
He who went lowest must be highest. “I will be
exalted.”” So, too, shall we find' like exaltation ir
like humiliation.. .The same word is -used for being
‘“ lifted up ”’ on a’'cross and on a throne, and the samu«
glorious Lord was lifted up on both. -

Thus we work out at the Forty-sixth Psalm’s lovels
end, which is really its beginning too. There is ¢
secret key, and that key lies in the mention o
Jacob’s name. For every. mention of the phras
“ God of Jacob really means “ God -of (EVEN!
Jacob !’ Yes, the God of even such a-wriggling
cheat as he : ““.The God of all Grace’ and therefon
‘“ the God of (even) Jacob . “.The Lord of hosts i

- with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge,” our ‘* higl

tower *’. . There is exaltation for Jacob and all hi
ilk! The Lord of hosts is with.us now as surely a
He was against us with all His hosts to break anc
subjugate us for our peace.. Hence this abrup
juxtaposition of ‘‘Lord of hosts’ and. ‘“ God o
Jacob . . : _

Ah'! God had indeed to desolate this Jacob ere H

.could comnsolate him. Come, behold the works ¢

the Lord in this Jacob. Come, behold. him broken
indeed, at last by life’s Jabbok ; lamed for life, but
oh, so peaceful now ! .Broken at last the old cunnin,
Jacob bow, cut asunder the unerring spear of hi
youth ! And as by that brook Jabbok he battle
along, God did say to him in love, as a nurse to
weary child, * Be still and know that I am God .
Dan CRAWFORL
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"To our Readers

Dear Friends,

Few human joys compare with the.joy of home
coming. When to the meeting with kindred and
friends is added re-union with those bound with us
in the Lord’s service, that joy is full indeed. Neither
time nor distance can sever such ties.

The homecomer is bound to find things different.
The ranks of the. stalwarts are thinned, and many
still ‘with us cannot bear the old burdens. A new
generation has arrived to learn and.practice the
lessons of Romans 6 and many other Scriptures vital
to the days in which the Church of God is living.
‘The problem is how to give the teaching, which so
vitally arrested s, in the language of a new genera-
tion, so that it can be grasped and assimilated, and
result in holy living.

I believe that the Holy Spirit is still using The

Overcomer and our literature to continue the testimony
for which He designed it. Not that The Overcomer
and its readers are alone entrusted with this glorious
doctrine of Grace. It has been held and passed on
by the faithful down the years from the beginning.
It is ours still to pass it on. Do we not see the enemy
fighting by every possible -device to obscure and
- overlay by false human imaginations this very Grace
in which we stand?

Then let it be ours to hold fast this form of sound

words, which we have heard from those who have
gone before us. Let us not be alarmed if the old
‘methods of presentation change and give place to
new ; only let the truths be the same. The founda-
tions of Grace are as unchangeable as God Himself.
He who still leads us in the train of His triumph will
surely so lead those who come after us.

Perhaps the greatest privilege of our visit has been
the constant touch with our beloved friends at
“ Cartref” with its personal review of all the
activities of The Overcomer.

The features of the work which have most
impressed themselves upon me have been its
extension to a widening circle of younger beligvers at
home and abroad, and the prospect of an open field in
various foreign tongues. Requests for translation
and offers of help in adequately rendering articles and
booklets in new languages present a problem as well
as a challenge, involving much time and thought in
these difficult days. .

It has also been a great encouragement to see the
steadily growing demand for our literature in the
U.S.A. and Canada. Never was. a greater need for a
clear and incisive presentation of the vital teaching
of the believer’s identity with his-Lord in His death
and resurrection, so that the life of Jesus should be
manifest in our mortal bodies. These things are
familiar in theory to. those of us who have been
accustomed to their repetition these many years.
Alas that so often we have deplorably failed in their

. Bournemouth, September 1948;

.practice! Now, to our joy, we hear of the field

extending. Young men and women catching the.
vision and taking up the burden, while those of other
tongues are coming into the circle of blessing.

As we return to our own small and humble corner
of the great vineyard, we would most warmly thank
those who include Bermuda in their prayers. In-
deed, they are being heard and answered. We
believe that the pattern of our service there is of the
Lord, as we believe it is for our brethren here. We
would learn more of our oneness in Him and with His
whole church in that great family of Faith; re-
membering always ‘' that we are very members
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, which
is the blessed company of all faithful people ".

Ever yours in that same blessed Company,
B. W. MATTHEWS.

Risen with Christ
Rise with Thy risen Lord -
Ascend with Christ above.

And in the heav'nlies walk with Him
Whom, seeing not, you love.

Look on your trials here,
As He beholds them now,

Look on this world as it will seem
When glory crowns your brow.

Walk as a heavenly race,
Princes of royal blood ;
- Walk as children of the light
- The sons and heirs of God.

Fear not to take your place
With Jesus on the throne,

And bid the powers of hell and earth
His savereign sceptre own.

Your full redemption rights
With holy boldness claim,
And to its utmost fulness prove
The power of Jesus’ name.

Your life is hidden now,
Your glory none can ‘see,
But when He comes His bride will shine
All glorious, as He. :
K A. B. -Smpson.
From the Alliance Weekly.
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Grace Abounding through the Cross

By Tue EDITOR -
Notes of Bible Readings given at the Annual Conference at Slavanka—1949

THOMAS GOODWIN one of the finest of the old
Puritan expositors once wrote : “ It is the greatest
thing in the world to settle men’s hearts in  the true
grace of God ’ (as the expression is in 1 Peter 5. 12),
to have a right knowledge of it, as salvation is attri-
buted .to it, and to sever it from whatever is in a
man’s self, and yet to give that due to what is in man
that belongs to it. My brethren, to trust perfectly
in the grace that is offered, that is brought to light
in the revelation of Jesus Christ, to trust perfectly in
it, not by halves, but fully, and to have the right art
of doing it, and not to turn this grace into wantonness,
to settle the gospel upon a right wheel, for it runs upon
free grace, and yet to say that works and faith and
holiness are required, to do this practically in a man’s
own spirit is the hardest thing in the world. Men are
easily put by; for carnal reason comes, and that
would mingle works arid something in a man’s self
with it; and then self-love will come, and turn the
grace of God into wantonness, and make a clean other
gospel of it. - o
This very little sentence, By grace are ye saved, is
the main thing of the gospel . . .” .

So the aim of these Bible Readings was jusf this’

““ to settle men’s hearts in ‘ the true grace of God’.”
The general Theme :* “ Grace Abounding through
the Cross was broken up into four subheadings.
We have only space to give the notes on which the
addresses given were based, but there is a sense in
which this will be no loss to our readers. :
Professor Henry Drummond points out a very real
danger in our Conference-going. ‘‘ One man,” he
says, ‘‘is set apart to prepare a certain amount of
spiritual truth for the rest. He, if he is a true man,
gets all the benefits of original work. He finds the
truth, digests it, is nourished and enriched by it,
before he offers it to his flock. - To a large extent it
will nourish and enrich in turn a number of his

hearers. But. still they will lack something. The-

faculty of selecting truth at first hand and appro-
priating it for oneself is a lawful possession to
every Christian.” By giving the ““ bare bones’’ of
these Bible Readings we are therefore aiming simply
to provide a pointer, which will lead our readers into
fresh discoveries, made by their own study, of the
magnificence and vastness of the grace of God.

The first sub-heading was : * Grace—God’s Answer
to the Reign of Evil ", and a definition of the word
“grace” was sought from thoughts expressed by
writers of several different sections of the Christian
Church.” These were as follows :

(a) John Wesley on Ephesians 2. 5.

This text lays the axe to the very root of spiritual
pride and glorying in ourselves . . . Grace, without
any respect {0 human worthiness . . . Faith, with

an empty hand and without any pretence to personal
desert, receives the heavenly gift. .
(b) Thomas Goodwin on Romans 3. 24, .

There is first His grace; and, secondly, to show
that it is not anything in us, He addeth the word
‘freely’ to it. He doth not only call it grace, but
His grace, by way of distinction ; and then He adds
‘ freely ’ to it, to cut off all things from it.

(c) D. L. Moody.

Grace means
favour.

(d) Bishop Handley Moule. .

Grace is the free and loving favour of God in its
spiritual efficacy.

(e) Bishop Ellicott.

- Grace is the moving cause of salvation : faith only
the instrument by which it is laid hold of.
(f) L. Sperry Chafer. .

Grace means pure unrecompensed kindness and
favour.. What is done in grace is done graciously.
From this exact meaning theve can be no departure ;
otherwise grace ceases to be grace. To arrive at the
scope and force of the Bible doctrine of salvation by
grace alone we need to follow consistently the patn
indicated by the exact meaning of the word.

Next we turned our attention to the condition by
which man might become the recipient of divine
grace. Three verses of Scripture helped us here :
Proverbs 3. 34—James 4. 6 and 1 Peter 5. 5; the
burden of which is identical. ‘‘ He giveth grace to the
lowly.” Much promising Christian living founders
upon this rock. Like Naaman we are much more
willing to seek to “‘ do some great thing "’ (2 Kings
5. 13) than to learn the art of being spiritual beggars
(Matthew 5. 3) utterly dependent upon the ‘‘ pure
unrecompensed kindness and favour ”’ of God. An
extract out of a letter from our friend Mr. Matthews
from Bermuda strikingly illustrated this thought.
‘ Sometimes I realise that it is far easier to do the
work of an evangelist amongst the tough unsaved
people outside, than to feed the sheep inside. We
sheep think we know so much 1"’

The ground was now cleared for the development of
the particular theme for the day, and we proceeded to
an examination of the following passages : 2 Timothy
1, 7-11, Romans 16. 24-27, Ephesians 3. 1-12, in
order to get a clear grasp of the fact, that God’s

unmerited mercy—undeserved

"dealings with man in grace are not just ‘something

hastily patched up as a counter move to Satan’s
successful temptation of Adam and Eve in Eden;
but had been carefully planned and laid up for us
“in Christ Jesus before the world began >, * which in
other ages was not made known unto the sons of
inen, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit . . . ", : :
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Grace is set over against three main rivals in the
New Testament. , - : :

(@) The universal reign of sin over man . . .
Romans 5. 12-21, in which passdge it is
categorically shown as emerging triumphant

- —where sin abounded, grace did much more

 abound.
(b) The universal dominion of Satan 6ver man
" . .. Hebrews 2. 6-14, where He who ‘‘by
the grace of God tasted death for every

man ', thus wrésted authority and power

out ‘of the hand of ‘“him’ that had the
power of death, that is, the devil ”’.

The universal helplessness of the law and the

works of the law to encompass man's
salvation . . . John 1. 14.-17, Galatians
2. 21 and Romans 8." 3. The realm or
condition of grace is the only . place where
God’s salvation can be known and ex-
perienced. “ By the works of the law ”’ no
flesh can be justified. " :

Peter’s declaration in Acts 15. 11 at the stormy
Council held in Jerusalem, established once for all

{0)

the sweeping down by grace of all barriers between -

Jew and Gentile, and was an absolute denial of any
other basis of approach to God. He argues that God
‘““ which knoweth the hearts” had been pleased to

bestow the Holy Spirit on the Gentiles, so that man’

has no right to attempt to alter His decision ; ending
with the magnificent declaration, -‘“ We believe that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be
saved, even as they ., -

* . % * ™
The second division of our main theme was:
¢ Grace—the ground and balance of Sanctification”,
and this key verse of Scripture was used as a summary
of this aspect of our subject. ‘‘ And now, brethren,
+ I commend you to God, and to the word of His grace
which is able to build you up, and give you an in-
heritance among all them that are sanctified *’ (Acts

20. 32) followed by & quotation from Martin Luther’s -

comment on Galatians 2. 9 in which he writes : ‘“ He
calleth grace here, whatsoever he had received of God ;
to wit, that a persecutor and waster of the Church,
he was made an apostle, was taught by Jesus Christ,
and enriched with spiritual gifts . S

It is a common mistake to look to grace for justifi-

fication before God, and then to set to work to live

the Christian life by self-effort ; and to imagine that
in some way or other we must earn our sanctification,
by the fulfilment of certain conditions. In modern
evangelical circles it almost amounts to the building
- up of a new law, obedience to which only too often

forms the basis of assessment of a man's *‘ spiritual-
ity ”. In -actual fact New Testament teaching runs
directly counter to such an attitude, and grace faces
us at every turn as God’s sole means and reason for
bestowing His gifts.
as follows ;—

Many passages were examined -

Romans .6." 1 and 14. Setting forth grace as an
argument for, and.the ground of victory over

. sin.
2 Corinthians 1. 12 contrasting grace with-living by

. the light of fleshly wisdom. ,
2 Corinthians 8. 1-2 showing grace to be the motive
force for liberality in spite of poverty. . :
2 Corinthians 9. 8 making grace the equipment for
every good work.. : :
2 Corinthians 12. 9 showing grace to be sufficient to
maintain us in affliction and infirmity.
Ephesians 2. 5-8 attributing to grace the sublimities
. of Christian experience: . .

_Colossians 3. 16 grace as.the source of song.

Colossians 4. 6 grace the salt of speech. .
2 Thessalonians 1. 12 exalting grace as the ground of
our union with Christ. o ‘
Titas 2. 11-13 sounding out the message of grace—
holy living. i .
Hebrews 12. 15 grace, the antidote for bitterness.
Hebrews 13. 9 grace to be preferred before all ex-
. ternals. . ' : '
1 Peter 3. 7 grace the glory of home life.
2 Peter 3. 18 grace the agent of growth. .
The  possibility and danger either of nullifying
God’s dealings in grace or of turning the grace of God
into lawlessness was finally emphasised from 2

- Corinthians 6. 1 and Jude 9.

* . % I * .
The third section of our studies—‘¢ Grace—the
driving force of Service and Warfare "’ was again
introduced by a key verse of Scripture - “ T am the
least of the apostles . . . but by the grace of God I
am what I am; and His grace which was bestowed
upon me was not in vain; but I labouréd more
abundantly than they all. Yet.not I,. but the grace
of God which was with me !>’ 1 Corinthians 15. 10,
and a quotation this time taken from the preface to
John Bunyan's Grace Abounding. '
“In this discourse of mine you may see much;
much, I say of the Grace of God toward me. I
thank God I can count it much, for it was above
my sins and Satan’s. temptations too. I can
remember my fears, and doubts; and sad months
with comfort ; they are as the head of Goliath in
my hand. There was nothing to David like
Goliath’s' sword, even that.sword that. should
“have been sheathed in his bowels; for every
sight and remembrance of that did preach forth
God’s deliverance to him.” ; ‘

There is no such thing as effective Christian service

. unless it springs from pure grace ; ‘and is deep rooted

in grace as God’s sole method of imparting the
equipment necessary to meet all the demands of
ministry to which He calls. ’ L
The headings used to illustrate this great spiritual

principle were as follows :— . . . . . o
The call to preach. Galatians 1. 15 ‘(confirmed also
to othérs: Galatians 2. 9. Acts 14. 26.) Ephe-

- sians 3, 1-12. . Romans 15. 15. C '
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The call to service of all kinds. Romans12. 1.8.
The call to build. 1 Corinthians 3. 10. )

. The call to help. Hebrews 4. 16.

The call to endure. Philippians 1. 7. 2 Timothy 2. 1.

* * * * *

The final sub-division of the main theme of the.

Conference was ¢ Grace—the preacher’s central
Theme ”, and a Strong plea was made that the

preaching of grace might become for all those gathered -
a priority, but a passion.

at the Conference, not only
Again a key verse was used :— _
“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him

* that called you into the grace of Christ unto -

. .another gospel ; which is not another ; but there
- be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
~ gospel of Christ.”  Galatians 1. 6-7. .
And a quotation taken from a Lecture on Preaching
delivered by R. W. Dale at Yale University.

“ Have you anything to tell men that will make
heaven seem nearer to earth than it ever was

before, that will compel them 'to feel the tragic . |

grandeur of human life-and the infinite contrast
between righteousness and sin? Have you
anything to tell them which will save them from
the bitterness of despair in their worst sorrows,
and which will keep them calm and enable them
to exercise self-restraint in their greatest successes
and triumphs? Have you anything to tell them
that, in the fiercest heat of youthful passion,

under the severest strain of business and pro-
fessional anxiety, and when the cold selfishness -

of old age is creeping upon them, will enable them

to master -the world, the flesh, and the devil ? -

- You are to be ministers of Christ—have you

.. anything to say that ought to make the authority
of Christ more awful and august to the conscience

- and the will, and the mercy of Christ more tender
to the heart, of every man that listens to you?
If not, then, whatever comes of it, refuse to be a

- candidate for a pulpit, .refuse to accept the
pastorate of a Church. - Go down to New York,
and work in the.docks, or to Chicago, and get
employment in.the lumber-trade; go out west
and cultivate a farm, edit a newspaper, turmn
lawyer, become clerk in a store or a hired waiter
in an hotel; do-anything to earn an honest
living, but in God's Name do wnot become a
minister | ' :

‘Then once more we turned to detailed passages of
Scripture.

1 Peter 1. 10 declares God’s plan to deal with man in
grace to be the central theme of Old Testament
prophecy. . , Co _

* Acts 20. 24 shows how Paul’s conception of ministry
* was inextricably interwoven with the preaching
of grace. Cf :—also 1 Peter 5. 12. ’
~Acts 13. 43 reveals that grace-as the basis. of ‘con-
tinuanceé in the Christian life must be part of the

préacher’s message. - Cf :—also Galatians 1. 6.

_becoming

Galatians 5. 4 points to the necessity of continually
keeping grace to the.fore as the one antidote to
the poison of legalism, which so speedily and yet
so subtly spreads through our whole religious life

" and outlook. Cf :—also Galatians 2. 21. :
2 Corinthians 8. 9 links up grace with the preacher’s
exhortation to liberality in giving. o
Titus 3. 7 gives grace the honoured place of being the
evangelist’s charter. What a need there is of a

" revival of the preaching of the unadulterated
grace of God, divorced from the modern shifts
to make the gospel palatable !

2 Thessalonians 2. 16 links grace with the preacher’s
beautiful ministry of consolation.

Hebrews 10. 29 stresses the need that the preaching
- of such grace bestowed upon men, needs to be
"a¢companied by a ministry of warning. God's
grace must not be treated lightly—" He that
despised Moses’ law died without mercy under
two or three witnesses; of how much sorer
punishment suppose ye, shall he be thought
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of
God, and Hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unclean thing,
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace ? ”’

The glories of grace surely must mean for us a new
passion of intensity and earnestness, and we can do
no better than round off these very inadequate hints
to assist in the study of so grand a. theme with a
brief extract taken from an editorial in the Alliance
Weekly :— - . :

It is divine grace that brings the gospel to us.
** The things which we have heard ”’ have not come
through our seeking. This very fact lays great
responsibility upon our hearts to {“give the more
earnest heed” to ‘them. But having "heard we
immediately become. debtors to God and to our
fellows. To God—in the acceptance and appropria-
tion of what He so freely offers for the.supply of our
higher natures. - To men—in the passing on of the
message of salvation, the hearing of which gives to
them also the heavenly privilege of knowing Him and
‘“sons and daughters . of the Lord
Almighty”’, or the awful responsibility of rejecting
His grace. : - - :

For some work we choose none but the strong;

- and when God calls us to ministerial labour we should

endeavour to get grace that we may be strengthened
into fitness for our position, and not be mere novices
carried away by the temptations of Satan, to the
injury of the church and our own ruin. We are to
stand equipped with the whole armour of God, ready
for feats of.valour not expected of others: to us
self-denial, self-forgetfulness, ‘patience, perseverance,

‘longsuffering, must be everyday virtues, and who

is sufficient for these things? We had need live very
near to God, if we would approve ourselves in our
vocation. C. H. SPURGEON.
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| The Enemy

By CATHERINE Mappox, M.B., B.S.

We have the kind permission of the Home Director of the China Inland Mission to reprint from

*“ China’s Millions *’, and we feel that this article taken from the July|August 1948 issue should be

broadcast as widely as possible amongst workers in the dark places of the earth. May its sane,
triumphant message bring light and blessing to many facing the onslaughts of hell.

“ T'ROM THE POWER OF SATAN UNTO GOD.”

These words occur in the commission of the
greatest missionary of all time. He was to be sent
to the Gentiles and ““to open their eyes, and to
turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God . The missionary’s task
has not changed with the years, and we who go, and
those who intercede, might do well to know more of
what we are up against in wresting souls from Satan
to GOp. The study of the enemy is a vital part in all
human warfare, yet how little we Christians know of
the enemy of souls |

The Enemy’s Person. '

We are told in the book of Job that * There was a
day when the sons of God came to present themselves
before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to
present himself before the Lord . The Missionary
to heathen lands who sees souls transformed by the
person of JEsus CHRIST is left in little doubt as to the
person of the devil, as taught in scripture.

The Enemy’s Army.

When CHRrisT asked the spirit in the Gadarene
demoniac ‘‘ What is thy name? *’, the answer was,
“ My name is Legion ; for we are many ’. And the
apostle Paul tells us that ‘ we wrestle . . . against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked-
ness-in high places ”’. The devil has his emissaries,
active and organized. ‘ :

We sing : ¢ JESUS the name high over all,
: In hell, or earth, or sky; .
Angels and men béfore it fall,
And devils fear and fly.”

" That hymn takes me back to homes on the North
China plain—thatched mud-walled cottages with
beaten earth floors. High up across the corner of
the room in each heathen home is a little empty
triangular shelf, placed there for the demons to rest
on. Needless to say, when JEsus CHRisT takes
possession of a home this shelf has to go. And it is
into such homes that we are called to help cope with

the situations that arise after the shelf is removed.’

For the powers of darkness wreak vengeance on those
who wrest from them their thrones. In some homes
the occupants were tormented by wild dreams at
night, and household articles were said to jump
about the room. One woman we visited was physi-
cally ill, and neither she nor her heathen neighbours
were under any delusions as to the reason. We were
not called. to give medical advice, but- to sing, and
pray,and name the name before which devils fear and

fly.

- anything but that.

The Enemy's Territory. :

The devil showed CHRisT all the kingdoms of the
world and said ‘“ All this power will I give Thee, and
the glory of them ; for that is delivered unto me;
and to whomsoever I will I give it ”’. CHRIST is the

rightful king of all the earth, but the devil is the

usurper, and reigns as such. Pergamos was described
as a place “ where Satan’s seat is ”’, suggesting that
some places on this earth are dominated by him to.a
greater degree than others. And it certainly seems
to be a fact that he holds special sway in heathen
lands where Christ is not ownéd, even nominally, as
Lorp. Missionary work in North-West and West
China and in North India is admittedly harder and
less fruitful than in other parts of those lands. Can
the reason be that a live Church in these parts would
imperil Satan’s throne in the Central Asian lands
where his sway is still almost undisputed ? Prayer
for revival in these border provinces might do much
to open the way for the light to shine into the dense
darkness beyond. The enemy is not going to take
easily the assault upon Nosuland by C.I.M.-ers, and
others, so we need to know something of spiritual
warfare if we are to take our part in this advance.

The Enemy’s Objective.

When Zechariah was shewn Joshua, the high
priest, and Satan standing before GoD, Satan’s
purpose was clearly stated; he was standing at
Joshua’s right hand ‘“to resist him’. Joshua's
task was to build again Gop’s house in a land which
enemy forces had conquered, and Satan would have
Gop has His Joshuas to-day,
and Satan still resists them. But what is behind
his opposition to them? When the Lorp GoD told
the devil of the Saviour; He said “ thou shalt bruise
His heel ”. So Satan’s opposition is ultimately
directed against CHRIST Himself. If we really love
Him, can we take this lying down? Yet how often
we do, because we know so little about spiritual
warfare |-

The Enemy’s Tactics »

The enemy’s work might be divided into his having
free course in his own territory, and his resistance to
Gop’s servants. A few examples of his activity are
given from an experience all too small because of
knowing shamefully little of his wiles;

1. - We are told that the devilis ‘‘ a murderer from
the beginning ”’. I once had a worrying missionary
patient. Superimposed on the ordinary medical
signs, which were bad enough, came other alarming
signs, and the conviction came that the devil was out

" to kill the patient, who was a Joshua indeed—a
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missionary used to help many into the rest of the
promised land. Now of what use were ordinary
medical means in such a case? They proved useless,
but the moment two of us stood together in the exer-
cise of our authority against Satan, the signs promptly
ceased. The attacks were repeated, and the result
was the same each time. '

2. I am sure it is a mistake to attribute all illness
to the direct intervention of the devil. And yet
CHRIST clearly suggests that some is his work, when
He refers to a physically afflicted woman as one
“whom Satan hath bound . I had a *missionary
patient with an abscess, a common-or-garden abscess.

- I watched it developing and beginning to point as

the pus formed. The abscess was delaying the
patient’s recovery from an operation, and Gob
suddenly revealed to her and her husband that it was

_a direct enemy attack. Well, what was to be done
in such a case? What I did was to come along with-
a local anaesthetic and a good sharp knife! But I.

had been forestalled ; the patient and her husband
had resisted the enemy, and when I ook the dressing
off there was no abscess there !

3. A little girl of twelve was brought into hospital
out-patients one day by her relatives. Not one of
them had even heard the name of Jesus. They said
she was quite mad, and requested the appropriate
medicine. Even the heathen usually can tell the

difference between insanity and demon possession, but.

they had slipped up on the diagnosis this time, for
it seemed obvious that it was a case of demon posses-
sion. We refused the request for medicine, lest the
girl should recover in answer to prayer, and the glory
be given to the medicine. We told the family for the
first time the story of JESus, though the little patient
seemed beyond taking in anything. The work in
the out-patients’ department was stopped while the
staff. gathered round, and the Chinese Biblewoman
led us in prayer. The girl was brought-back a second
time in the same state, and the same procedure was
repeated, and we saw no more of her. Some weeks
later the Biblewoman came charging along as fast
as her once bound feet would carry her. “ Do you
remember that little girl? ’ she asked, ‘‘I've just
met her, perfectly sane and well, and going on an
errand for her mother ”’. I asked her, “ Why ! are
you all right now ? ”’ and she looked at me in surprise
and said, ‘“ Well, didn’t you ask JEsus to make me
well, and.didn’t you say He:would? Of course I'm
well |’ Jesus said, * The devil is gone out of thy
daughter.” ,

4. A veil Iieeds to be drawn over the details of an
early journey in China | The trouble was that not

“one of us had been long enough in the land to under-

stand the people or their ways, and we fell out badly
with an escort and muleteers. Things reached such a

pitch one day that, towards evening, there was an -

open quarrel witnessed .by heathen villagers. The
drivers refused to take us any further, and worked off
their feelings on their poor animals. We sat on top

of the baggage, piled high on the carts, and prayed
and prayed, but without effect. Then two of our
number were seen standing under a tree by the road-
side with bowed heads. As they rejoined us, the
drivers swung themselves on to the carts, drove off,
and took us to our destination. What had happened
was that Gop had revealed to these two the real
origin of the trouble, and they had exercised the
authority that was theirs in CHrIsT. * Satan
hindered us "’ wrote Paul of a missionary journey.
He does so still, and we need to know how to deal with
him.

5. Christ named the enemy the ‘“father of lies ”
and we do well to remember that deception is one of
his main lines of attack. He blinds unbelievers to
CHrisT; ‘‘the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest . . .”’; “also
he blinds Christians to himself, to the existence of his
forces of darkmess, and, above all, to his defeat at
Calvary. - “ Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light ** was written as a warning to Christians.

So in Paul’s commission, “ to open their eyes "’ was
closely linked with turning the Gentiles from Satan to
Gop. It will be noticed that in dealing with each of
the cases mentioned above a perception was needed
that could be given only by the Holy Spirit Himself.

The Enemy’s Defeat

Three points might be made about the enemy’s
defeat ;

1. There is a war on. We are told plainly that
‘“ we wrestle against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spirifual wickedness in high places . :

2. The war is won. When CHRIST cried from the
cross ‘‘ It is finished ’’, what was finished? We
shall probably never know all that was accomplished
there, but the Colossian Christians were told a good
deal of what was done. Not only were their sins
taken out of the way and so forgiven ; and not only
were, they risen with CHRIST because they had died
in Him ; but the powers of darkness were conquered
once and for all . . . ““ And having spoiled princi-
palities and powers, he made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in the cross.”” It is nat for us
to fight the hosts of wickedness; the fight has been
fought, and the battle won. .

3.. We have authority in Christ to gather in the
spoils of victory. The first thing CarisT did when
sending His disciples out as missionaries was to give
them authority over all devils, and over all the power
of the enemy. But how can we mortals—even if
saved mortals—have any kind of authority over the
hosts of Satan? Well, in a sense, we have none!
the authority is CHRIST'S, not ours. For when Gop
raised HiM from the dead He ‘‘ set Him at His own
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality and power, and might, and dominion . . ."”
But we are in CHRIST so all that He has—authority
included—is ours. For God ‘ hath raised us up
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together, and made us sit together in heavenly places
in CHRIST JESus.” ' :
Leaving China for furlough meant flying over the
Hump, as all other routes were closed -by war. For
hours we droned over the jungle, with the Burma
Road winding like a white ribbon below us. Later
we rose into-the clouds which enveloped us on all
sides, and blotted out all view. Then, towards
evening, we rose still higher, and came out above the
clouds where the sun shone in the clear sky.. The
solid masses -of cloud below us were lit with a rosy,
golden light like a sunset on a rough, but motionless
sea. The earth was still there, and the clouds and
darkness we had struggled through were still there.
But we were * far -above”
plane was above, and we were in it. . So GOD 'has
placed us in CHRIST above the entanglements of
-earth (while still on it in the flesh), and above the
clouds of enemy forces. But Satan would blind our
eyes to this fact in order to keep us bound by the
things of earth, or else enveloped in, and struggling
with, the powers of evil, lest we should exercise our
authority in CHRIST against him. R
An illustration, read in China, that has helped me
to understand authority is that of a policeman on
point duty. The policeman has no strength. in
himself to stop the oncoming traffic. If he hurled
. himself at it with all his might he would fail to stop
it—and would suffer for his pains ! . But because of
his official position, he has only to raise his arm, and
the traffic must come to-a standstill. :

When Moses stood .at the top of a hill and held the-

rod of Gop aloft, so that Israel prevailed against
Amelek, there is nothing to suggest that he was
making intercession. He was exercising his God-
given - authority against the enemies of the Lorp.
We who are pledged-to pray for China, how much do
we exercise the authority that is ours? How much
part are we playing in this spiritual warfare ?

A word of warning about mis-diagnosis, and lack
of balance in spiritual warfare. The exercise. of our
authority in CHRIST is not a cure for all ills, It has

been said that “ War is 999, waiting,”” and the
~ soldier of JEsus CHRisT will not be required to spend
his whole time in'the front-line trenches. There were

times when it was not for Moses to hold the rod of

Gop aloft, but to get down to the hard toil of inter-
cession, and times when his work was to trudge in the
wilderness with his people. A Mrs. Yellow was
brought by her heathen relatives day after day to the
Mission compound because they said she was quieter
there. (We took their word for it, but wondered
whatever she was like at home !) We labelled her as
demon-possessed, and took up our stand dgainst .the
enemy with no effect whatsoever. It was. months

before we obtained a full ‘history, and found she had
a common type of temporary insanity ! To attribute
troubles indiscriminately to the devil does not make
for a healthy'atmosphere. We do need balance, and
above all; we need to be in touch with our Lorp that
He can give us spiritual perception. We need, too,

all this, because the .

to- remember that there are hosts of light as well as.
hosts of darkness. When the eyes of Elisha’s servant
were opened to the unseen forces, they were angelic
armies he saw, Plenty of illustrations ‘could be
given of angelic ministry on the mission field.

But let us take our eyes off the enemy, defeated as
he is, and even off the angels, and fix them on the
Victor. Two points seem to stand. out. Firstly,
what it must have cost Him on the cross, not only to
bear our sin, but to have all thé forces of hell levelled
against Him ! And, secondly, what a Saviour we
have, victom over Satan himself, enthroned King,
far above all the powers of darkness, and able to
make His mighty victory avail towards the sons- of
men ! The first:case of demon possession -1 ever saw
‘was a little boy about nine. I could speak no Chinese
.50 my part was to stand by in silent prayer while my

. senior missionary spoke and prayed aloud. I noticed

that every time I thought about the cross the boy
cried out. What a name, high over all, that the very.
thought of Him should make the devils fear: the
name of JEsus! = : : ’

— e ——
— —

A.IT he Sword of the S_birit‘ N

It seems to me that Christians everywhere, and of
every race require to be stirred in their hearts with a -
renewed sense of responsibility, towards\man and
towards their Lord and Saviour. They also need to

-grasp the authority and power committed to them

for the-working out of the task of witness to the Lord
Jesus before the world. I think I would put it that
probably all of us need to take a simpler view of
things, becoming as little children. Have we not
rather tended to trust the forces of education, civili-
sation, psychology, and 'so on, rather than:the Sword
of the Spirit, the Word of God? And then some-
‘times perhaps, where we ought to have used our

_ brains in the study of the Word itself, that we might

have wisdom and efficiency in its use, we have allowed
ourselves to become stereotyped. The watchword of
this industrial age is ‘‘ Mass Production-”’ and we
rather think we can use the same methods. It does
seem that the trouble is right in the Church, rather
than in the world of those who sit in darkness and

- the shadow of death.. Every Christian ought to be

able so to use the Word that day by day as he comes
in contact with the pitiful problems all around there
would be that flashing of the Sword that would be
truly a witness to- Jesus Christ as the Saviour. . But,
alas, how many have themselves need to be taught,
led by the hand carefully, totally incapable of helping
others because so uninstructed themselves. And so
the lies get in. - —

ST F. J. ROUNTHWAITE!
An extract from a letter written in August, 1948.
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- Quietness or Passivity?

Q—How do you distinguish between the mind.

being passive, and the mind being ¢ silent” to God ?

A.—The mind being ‘‘ passive '’ means that it is
sluggish and heavy, and unable to act and think ;
whilst the mind being “ silent unto God " is simply
an awakened liberated mind, réfraining from healthy
action in other directions to be quiet before the Lord.

You may know the difference by considering whether -

your mind can be still by the decision of your volition,
when you need to be “ silent into God *; or whether
your mind is unruly in action in either direction—
manward or Godward. The .mind should, in its

normal condition, be awake, but not full of rushing"

uncontrollable thoughts. ' Always keenly alert to
see the mind of the Spirit at the moment, by being
awake to every duty ;. awake to everything in your
environment—to see, to watch, to catch, to think ;
ready to act as God gives you light, and moves in
your spirit to the doing of His will. Briefly, if the
mind is purely ‘“ quiet " itis ready for action at any
moment. When the mind is “ passive ” it is Not
FREE TO AcT. : : o

There is a right and a wrong quietness. The first
is best described as pliability to every indication. of
the will of God, so that, with ease, the believer turns,
moment by moment, as directed by the Holy Spirit.
The second—a wrong ‘‘ quietness”, or passivity—
is allowing the mental, and other faculties to lie
dormant, which makes the man as one acted upon
by an unseen power, rather than one energized by
the Holy Spirit to intelligently work with God. This
comes about through having a mistaken idea of what

" being “ channels only ", or “ instruments used by

God "' means, and this again is often the swinging to
another extreme in fear of the activity of the ‘ flesh”’.

The believer desiring to be “ spiritual ”’ sees clearly.
how the natural intellect, and reason hinders the.

apprehension of the things of -the Spirit, and so he

imagines that the intellect must not be called into use, -

and some even take a pride in saying that they have
“ not been to college ”, and have had no ‘‘ teaching
of man " atall, : -

All this swinging to extremes comes through the
lack of teaching concerning the inner meaning of the

_ Cross, and the deeper knowledge of the Cross which

should come to the believer really progressing in the
spiritual life. The general idea that the Christian

has “ done with the Cross”” when he is justified by

faith, and has apprehended his judicial death with
Christ, prevents the Holy Spirit leading the soul
into Phil. 3. 10, and 2 Cor. 4. 10-12 in their deepest
meanings. In other words the Christian practically
assumes that he enters a position.through his justi-
fication, and judicial *‘ death,”, where he only needs
to draw upon the life of Christ, forgetting that the

~ negative—or fellowship with the death of Christ—

is the necessary complement of the positive inflow of
the risen life of the Lord. Conséquertly, he expects

the Lord to add the “new ”’ to the “old " without
his persistently, and progressively yielding the
“old” to death, to make room for the ‘‘new’’
(Rom. 8. 13). . :

What has this to do with wrong passivity ? This.
That the intellectual powers need to be brought under
the death-work of the Cross, so that the natural
activity of the mind may cease.- It is this soulish
activity of mind which the spiritual man fears, but
the remedy is not passivity—or refusing to use the
mind—but the renewing of the mind through the
death-power of the Cross, so that the ‘ mind of
Christ ” .
believer, and he receives a ‘' sound mind ”’, usable
by the Holy Spirit to its fullest capacity. Then the
reasoning powers will become more acute and alert
than in the time of their soulish activity; and
wisdom from above will take the place of the natural

wisdom. See James1.5; 3. 17.

The outcome of wrong passivity is two-fold (1) a
lack of intellectual power through the habit of not
using the -mind, whereas the mental capacity of
every child of God should reach its fullest develop--
ment through the renewing of the Spirit; (2) all

. passivity of mind gives ground to evil powers to work

upon the man, and use him unknown to himself, for
the Holy Spirit does not so much work upon, as work
with the believer, 7.e., He seeks the whole man as a
fully developed and intelligent co-worker, not merely
a passive machine. The believer is an “ instrument,”
but one not passively wielded, so much as intelligently
energized, ‘with every faculty awake and usable.
Col: 1. 29 most concisely shows this, and Phil. 3:13
“I labour " means toil, and ‘‘ stretching forward ”
speaks of every nerve and muscle—spiritually,
mentally and physically—full bent in pressing on in
the life of God. ‘
You ask if Satan' can make an impression when
the mind is “ silent before God ”’. Yes, if you allow
the ‘“silence’ to drop into passivity, or inertness.
You must learn to recognise how he makes im-

‘pressions, first by suggestions in the mind—thus °

indirectly influencing the spirit—second, by pressure -
on your spirit—thus indirectly influencing your mind.
This extract is taken from the booklet by Mys. Penn-

. Lewis, ** The Spiritual Warfare ’—see Book List.

SLAVANKA 1949

The Annual Conference for Christian Workers for
1949 held in connection with the Overcomer will
(D.V.) be held :- : o

May 16-21. L

It'is hoped that the following will be amongst the
speakers :—Dr. and Mrs. Buxton (Ruanda); Rev.
A. R. Boughen ; Rev. B. S. Fidler (Barzy) ; Captain
J. C. Métcalfe, M.C. ; Mr. James Stewart (E.E.C.);
Mr. Harold F. Wildish (Jamaica) ; and others, =

becomes increasingly wrought into. the - -
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The Enthroned Christian

By F. J. HueGeL

CHAPTER IV

The Logic of The Enthroned-Life

: E have now seen that the ‘' Enthroned-Life” is
plainly taught in the New Testament. The Saviour
" Himself speaks of it. The Apostle Paul boldly declares
it to be a fact. Believers, we read, share the Saviour’s
exaltation. With Him they have beén raised up, .with Him
they have been made to sit in heavenly places. They are
‘‘hid with Christ in God ”’ i
Jesus Christ *’, having received * abundance of grace and of
the gift of righteousness” (Rom. 5:17). All things are
theirs because they are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s (1 Cor.
3 : 21-23). Christ is their life and when He shall appear,
they shall be manifested with Him in glory (Col. 3 :4).

There is also a logic, apart from the purely Scriptural
basis, in all this, which we shall do well to consider. New
Testament doctrine never runs counter to reason. It does of
course transcend it for'it is a Revelation. Reason alone
could never have conceived such love, such a Saviour, such
a-redemption, and such a destiny for Man, though there are
strong hints of these in nature. Reason could never have
come to such conclusions alone, but once the Revelation is
given, reason sees its incomparable beauty, and faith grasps
the proffered gift. Moreover, reason as it contemplates the
heavenly panorama presented by the Word, can find abundant
evidence in- Nature and in life which illustrates, exemplifies,
and reveals the logic of Revelation.

There is a logic in the Enthroned Life which, where there
is faith reason is quick to discover. It springs from the very
nature of redemption, and bears the same relation to it that

- roses in full bloom bear to a rose-bush, or a harvest of wheat
to seed-sowing, cultivation, rain and sunshine. Without
‘* Throne-Life”” all that goes before does not make sense. The
Enthroned Life is the end towards which all the great high-
ways of Divine Redemption lead. Let us see if it is not so.

The .coming of the Saviour is the fulfilment of all Old
Testament Prophecy. ‘‘ Search the Scriptures for they are
they which testify of me:” ‘' In the fulness of time God sent
forth His Son made of a woman.” In the Virgin's womb
Deity clothed Himself with the form of a Man. Here is ‘‘ the
mystery of godliness ; God was manifest in the flesh *’ (1 Tim.
3 :16). He became in deepest essence, Son of Man-—bone of his
bone and flesh of his flesh. It was no “ seeming *’ flesh or
" apparent '’ humanity. He wasas truly man as a bird is a

~bird, ora fisha fish. Forgive the homely speech but this must
be emphasized ! Redemption hinges on the fact and there-
fore the Enthroned Life. But He was also Son of God ; so
truly God that all things were made by Him, and that in
Him dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

He was crucified, dead and buried ; because He had come
that He might bear man's sin, and be bruised for his iniquities.
Therefore it must be as a Man that He must suffer. Not only
was guilt put away by His death but sin in the flesh as a
principle was condemned. “ God sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, condemned sin in the flesh ”* (Rom.

- 8 : 3). All this freedom the Scripture says is mine as a
believer. It was my sin that was put away ; sin in me that
was condemned. ‘‘I am crucified with Christ ’—Paul said
it, true, but he said it on behalf of all believers as Romans 6
fully bears out. On the third day Christ arose—‘ Destroy this
temple and in three days I will raise it up.” Now He arose
as a Man—it was the self-same body; glorified, yes, but
still human. Our vile bodies"are to be fashioned like unto
His glorious body (Phil. 3 : 21). It was I who arose, the I
of a new creation. “ But God ... hath raised us up
together-” (Eph. 2 :4-6). *You ... hath He quickened
together with Him " (Col. 2 : 13). * Ye are risen with Him

through the faith of the operation of God ** (Col. 2 :12). 1In
the thought and purpose of God the Representative Man and

They *“reign in life by one,:

those He represented are united in one. This thought 1
be carried even to the ascension and the Throne. He asc
ed into heaven—We have been made to sit together
Him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2 : 6).
reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. The power to us-ward
believe is the self-same power which the Father of g
wrought in Christ, when he raised Him up and set Hir
His own right hand, far above all principality and po
Christ's place on the throne is ours too. We are ther
Him. Incomprehensible perhaps, but a fact !

There are beautiful types in the Old Testament prefign
the Enthroned Life. Take the case of Mephibosheth,
son of Jonathan, son of Saul. He was living in povert;
Lodebar. He was lame in both feet. He was closely al
to the King’'s enemies, being in fact of the house of S
which was ruined and in disrepute. A sadder plight could
be conceived. In oriental lands, in such an era, to bel
to a house that had been at war with the king, and fin
overthrown spelled shame and ruin such as we can ha
realise to-day.

* But David had loved Jonathan and bad covenanted v
him to care for his offspring. David was a man after Gt
own heart. He would shew * the kindness of God "’ u
this child of Saul who had so fiercely persecuted him :
had so relentlessly sought to slay him. A royal messer
is sent to Lodebar. Mephibosheth, poor, despised, and la:
is brought to Jerusalem. °‘‘ Why should the king look uj
such a dead dog as I? ** he cries in consternation. He i
eat bread at the King’s table. He is to be as one of the Kir
sons. Hislands are all restored to him. Ziba, an old serv
of Saul, and his sons, are ordered to till the lands and to br
in the fruits for Mephibosheth’s enjoyment. He is to ]
as a prince. He.is to share the king’s glory as if he wer
son. ‘ Mephibosheth” we read, ‘‘dwelt in Jerusalem,

he did eat continually at the King’s table.”  He who had bt
a ‘‘ poor dead dog " is lifted to the very throne.

Analogies and types are, however, but shadows after .
The believer’s position in Christ goes infinitely beyond th
meagre hints. There is one, however, that seems to cony
a perfect idea of the exaltation of those who form the mys
body of Christ. Paul uses it in his Epistles, and the Savic
Himself refers to it in His Parables. .John, in Revelati
clothes the indescribable “glory of the consummation
redemption with its imagery. It is the Church conceiv
as the Bride of Christ. ‘* The kingdom of heaven is like ur
a certain king which made a marriage for his son.”

Where the king is, there is also the bride. If the King
on the throne, it is the bride's high privilege to be there al:
The King does not reign, without the queen. In Psalm ¢
one of the great Messianic Psalms, we read of the glory
the king. “ In thy majesty ride prosperously because
truth and meekness and righteousness.” ‘‘ Gird thy swo
upon thy thigh, O, most mighty, with thy glory and tl
majesty.” * Thou lovest righteousness and hatest wicke
ness ; therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with t
oil of gladness above thy fellows.” These words are taken ov
into the Epistle to tHe Hebrews and said to be fulfilled
Christ. “ Thy Throne, Oh God, is forever and ever; t
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.” Now it is inde:
wonderful to note that the Psalmist in these inspired utte
ances, which the New Testament points out as being 4 pictu
of the Messiah-King, refers to the queen as standing at B
right hand clothed in gold of Ophir. Where else would t
queen be found if not at the right hand of the King, and sharii
his throne ? o ‘ -

* The king’s daughter (in oriental lands:husbands ofte
address their wives as daughter).is all glorious within; h
clothing is of wrought gold.” ‘“Harken, O Daughter, ar
consider, and incline thine ear ; forget also thine own peop
and thy father’s house. So shall the king greatly desire th
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beauty ; for He is thy Lord ; and worship thou Him.” As
we shall see in the following chapters, the Enthroned Life is
only possible on a basis of utter separation. The Cross lies
at its heart. We die to sin. The world is crucified unto us

and we unto the world. ** Forget also thine own people and
“ thy father's house.” ’

CHAPTER V

The Enthroned Christian and the Cross

) LIKE everything else in the Christian life, the Throne is a

gift. The Enthroned Life is as much a matter. of grace

as forgiveness or justification. Faith, whether it havs
to do with the sublimities of Christian experience or the first
steps in grace, is always the only condition on the human
side. We do not begin in the ' spirit’’, with all things
pertaining to Salvation freely given, to end in the ' flesh ”
where to attain the ‘‘ sublimities *’ we must win by effort.
No | 1Itisever, all and only of grace. Christ, the Lord, has
been made unto us wisdom, and righteousness and sanctifi-
cation and redemption (1 Cor. 1 : 30).

Like everything else, I repeat,. in the Christian life all is
freely given to us, * He that spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things,”. even His Throne. The Galatian
Epistle forever settled the heresy of—‘‘ Christ, plus”.
Nevertheless it costs. It costs us nothing—and it costs us all.

The Cross stands at the entrance to the Christian Life.
It is this way or not at all. And the same Cross stands at
the entrance to the Enthroned Life which is not something
different or something new. It was ours when we first
accepted Jesus and our sins were washed away by His Precious
Blood. But as we grow in grace and a knowledge of our
Redeemer, we come to a fuller apprehension of our privileges

and glory in Him. The Enthroned Life goes beyond sancti--

fication—it is the Peak of Redemption. It naturally pre-

-supposes many steps ;—surrender, consecration, the Spirit’s

infilling, victorious living, all are involved and presupposed.

I repeat, as the Cross stands at the entrance to the Christian
life, so it stands in conjunction with the Enthroned Life. I
would be yet more explicit and say, it stands at the heart of
the Enthroned Life. The Saviour came to the Throne by
way of the Cross | ‘‘ Being found in fashion as a man, He
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the Cross. Wherefore God also highly exalted Him,
and hath given Him a name which is above every name.”
(Phil. 2 : 8-9). Now, * Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 2 : 5). Exaltation in God’s
way only comes by The Cross. The lower we go with Jesus
into death, the higher we go with Him in resurrection. .

An Enthroned-Life on any other basis would only lead to
the satanic counterfeit of the garden—'* Ye shall be as gods,”
Satan’s strategy was the suggestion of greatness '‘ on their
own.” It is still his prime weapon. In a word, it is ‘ Throne-
Life ” without the Cross, which is a dammnable counterfeit,
and explains all the hell there ever was, or will be, either here
or hereafter. Away with such devilish frauds! The differ-
ence is infinite—it is the difference between Christ and Anti-
christ ; Calvary and Caiaphas.

In dark hours of trial when the Cross has seemed heavy,
words which were often upon my dear mother’s lips invariably
came to me. ‘ There can be no crown without a cross.”
Indeed, the Enthroned Life is jealously guarded by the Cross.
Only those who will embrace the stripping of Romans 6 can
enter here. ‘' Our old man is crucified with Christ.” .Itis a

. severe verdict. But the verdict has already been executed.

God did not consult us about the matter. He did not ask us

if we agreed or if we thought the case of * the old man "’ was -

desperate enough to warrant such a verdict. It was, after
all, human nature that really gave the verdict when it crucified
the Spotless Son of God. Here the appalling leprosy of the
‘“old man” like most diseases eventually do, came to a
crisis. Sin’s nature and essence declared itself. And in so
doing it unconsciously declared God’s verdict. If ‘‘ the old

man ” is not worthy of death, then Golgatha has no meaning:
Here is God’'s verdict. He does not ask if we like it:
Judgment has been given and executed. Faith must now

.step in and carry out /God’'s verdict so that the Christian’s

judicial standing before God as one crucified together with
Christ, may be also his experimental position. He must by
an act of faith enter into the Saviour’s death. ‘ Reckon ye
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

This must be an ever present experience. What has been
called ‘‘the radium of the Cross’ 1is ever active. The
believer never reaches a stage in Christian experience when
by faith and the co-action of the Holy Spirit, who is quick
to step in and work where there is faith, it is no longer neces-
sary to appropriate * the radium of the Cross”. The fact
of the matter is that in Scripture the Cross and the Resurrec-
tion form what Mabie has called ‘' the death—resurrection—
midprocess.” They are one. Where, therefore, the power of
the Saviour’s resurrection is at work, the Cross is also at work.
I cannot enter into the power of the Resurrection without
also entering into the radio-active power of the Cross.

Note how the two in Paul's Epistles are ever associated.
* Buried with Him, ye are risen with Him ” (Col. 2 : 12).
“ That' I may know Him and the power of His resurrection,
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable
unto His death.” (Phil. 3 : 10). ‘“Ye are dead and your
life is hid with Christ in God " (Col. 3 : 8). “ If we suffer,
we shall also reign with Him ... ."” (2 Tim.2:12). The two
go hand in hand. The devil, too, as we have seen would also
offer us a throne of a kind with * Self” as king. But the
‘ Throne-Life ¥, which Jesus would share with His own,
reads : '‘ He that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me on
My throne.” The condition is the utter dethronement of
“Self . “ Self” is to be crucified. The ‘ flesh” is to
be kept under the ‘‘ radio-active ’ power of the Cross.

Now, all this comes to a peculiarly sharp focus when we
turn to Revelation and view the Throne as John was privi-
leged to behold it on Patmos. He saw ‘‘a door opened in
heaven ”, and *‘ the Lion of the Tribe of Judah ”’ who had
prevailed (Rev. 5 :5). ‘* And I beheld,” he writes, * and lo
in the midst of the throne . . , stood a Lamb as it had been
slain.” No more astounding word is to be found in all the
Scriptures. I cannot say that I understand it, yet the basic
idea is clear enough. It is that with the throne is forever
associated the Cross. It would seem that the Cross is in the.
heart of God. The millions upon millions of redeemed, who
gather about the Throne of God, sing the new song, saying :
** Thou art worthy . . . for Thou wast slain and hast redeem-
ed us to God by Thy blood . . .” Thereis in heaven an
eternal glorying in Calvary’s consummation. Indeed, ‘‘The
Lord reigneth from the tree’—as, according to ancient
authorities, Psalm 96 : 10, should read. . .

Heaven would not be heaven, love would not be love, the
throne would not be the throne of God, were there no Cross.
Paul's cross-centred theology finds wondrous confirmation
in ' the Revelation of Jesus Christ” which God gave to
John on the Isle of Patmos. And here it is where the En-
throned-Life of the believer, associated so vitally as it is
with the Cross, also finds blessed confirmation. As C. H.
Cox once wrote, *'‘ the resurrection-life gravitates towards
the. Cross.” The more truly the believer apprehends his
throne privileges and ‘‘ reigns in life by one Jesus Christ ",
the more truly will he understand and exemplify Paul’s
T am crucified with Christ . . .”” There can be:no fuller
and deeper appropriation by the Christian of all that the
Enthroned-Life means, without an equivalent deepening of
what Paul calls the fellowship of Christ’s suffering in con-
formity to his death. This is as it should be | Such a glory
without an ever-fuller experience of the * radio-active”
power of the Cross, would be infinitely perilous. The glory
must forever and alone be God's. The fruits of such a
marvellous life of exaltation in union with Christ must ever
be Calvary-love as expressed in a Christ-like passion for the
redemption of the children of men. In such a world as this
it can never mean anything but a re-enactment of Golgotha,
if not materially, yet ethically.
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. CHAPTER VI
: The Way to the Enthroned Life

E have come now to the problem of the way, into this

‘¥ life of .union with the King. Jesus Himseif our Lord

is ever the way. He is not only our righteousness but our
sanctification, our redemption, and also our wisdom. Actually
what is presented in these chapters on the Enthroned Life is
nothing new. Ithasever bezn at the heart of the Gospel. To

begin with, it is a fact; everlastingly and gloriously a fact, as.

Peter declares, that Jesus our Lord and Saviour bore our sins
- in His body on the tree. Here lies the ground of our redemp-

‘tion. Any other ground is sinking sand and false. It is
also a fact that the Saviour took with Him to the Cross
(Rom 6) *the old man”. Judicially * the old creation "
died when He died. Our doubting it, or even our believing
it, does not alfer the fact any more than 2 blind man’s doubts
regarding the existence of the sun in any wise affects the
constitution of the universe. . . )

Forthermore, it is a fact which God declares in His Holy
‘Word, that the Saviour’s resurrection was corporate, all true
‘believers having risen from the grave of sin with their Redeem-
er. Aswe have seen from a number of passages found in the
Epistles, not only does the believer share the power of the
Saviour’s Resurrection, but is involved in.the glory of His
Ascension, having been made to sit with Him in heavenly
places. The Enthroned Life is a fact. The Word of God
declares it to be the judicial position of every true believer.
Whether we believe in the facts of the case, I repeat, in a
sense, has nothing to do with the matter. Though all should
doubt, it would still be as true as any other fact that lies at
the heart of the Christian Revelation. -

To carry the fact over into experience there must be faith,
God always works this way. It is best that it should be so,
for if these things became ours without faith they would only
harm us and God would be dishonoured. ‘

If we would “ reign in life by one, even Jesus ”’, that we
might more fully express the verities of the Christian life ; and
experiencing the liberation and exaltation of spirit, which
such a position entails, might bear more abundant fruit in
which the Father may be glorified, then we must -believe.,
We get nowhere, however, without an all-consuming passion
for the realization of this our blood-bought inheritance. We
are told what befalls those who are neither hot nor cold. .We

will get nowhere if our motives are wrong. God will not be -

mocked. - Our object must ever and only be His glory. The
greater the blessing, the more strictly must this principle be
enforced. Such privileges as the Enthroned Life involve are
not given that the fruits should be consumed upon our lusts.
The flaming swords of the Cherubims which turn every way
‘ to keep the way to the tree of life ", must do their work,
It is simple enough ; these things are not for man’s lust but
for God’s glory.

Once settle this inner principle, which ever recurs for fresh
settlement, and which is never really settled until the deep
ground work of the Cross is laid (even then I may build again
the things which I destroyed making myself a transgressor)
(Gal. 2 : 18) ; still, I repeat, once settle this pivotal principle
and the rest becomes'amazingly simple. I agree with the
theologian who said; * If it isn't easy, it isn’t good.” The
good has the backing of the universe, therefore, it is easy.
It'is easy because it is backed up by the very forces that sustain
a million worlds. One may just. “ walk in" as a child
walks into the private office of his father, ‘who happens to be
a king ; or a wife walks into the official chamber of her hus-
band, who happens to be President of the United States of
America. . Lo i : .

‘We must realize that it all comes to us as a gift in Christ
Jesus your Lord. The Father is honoured by our'hearty and
grateful acceptance of His gift. We can do Him no -greater
honour than by simply taking our place with Jesus in the

- power of His ascension and, in spirit, sharing His Throne.
To doubt at any point when God has spoken is always a
damning thing. We must just get in line with God’s purposes
and plans and say a hearty *‘ Amen | ¥ Faith says '‘ Amen ™

to God’s Word, and is always the bridge over which the divine

forces move to construct that Christian experience,
conforms to the Word.

Of course, there will be struggles. The sinner w
forgiveness and salvation takes his first steps in the:
faith, has.them too. The struggles are not to make re:
God has declared to be a fact. They come because of
as regards the fact. God is true, let my experiences t
they may. I must not build upon the quick-sand of shifi
periences. We must get that settled once for all. If I 1
feel it all first, before I can believe it is true, woe ur
That would not be faith at all. ' Faith says: ‘.
Praise God for His unspeakable gift,” even when feelir
circumstances utterly contradict the Scriptural :
saith the Lord.” If we go by * feelings ” we will
learn even the A.B.C. of Christian living.

- I have found it a great help to keep reminding myse

- I do not have to climb this loftiest of all mountains.
- I do not have to begin at the bottom and slowly work n

up. I did not do that to obtain forgiveness. I began
top. Jesus had already achieved it on Calvary. I
at the top and worked down. Just so in the matter

. Enthroned Life. It has all been achieved and I am comir

to go in and posszss the land. I can .begin at the tc
work down. This is faith’s order. The natural man re
the order. He feels that he must * earn”, *“ m
" struggle” and ‘“do”, in order to obtain. - But .
not faith's ovder. Faith shouts and-the walls of Jerict
Faith sings because all things are hers in Christ, evt
Throne. Faith rests 'on God’s Word which declares tha

" Christ, our Lord, we have been made to sit together in he

ly places and give thanks that thus it is.

" Yes| We may start at the easy end and work down
are already at'the top if we are really Christ's and Ch
ours. ' He has already taken us with Himself to the T
Read Ephesians 2 again | God who is rich in merc
His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Chris
grace ye are saved ;) and hath raised us up ‘togethe
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

There you have God’s word for it that you may be,
the top and work down. This is all that is needed £
Holy Spirit to do His gracious work and make the Enth
Life ours in -actual experience. Amen! Praise the |
For He is good and His mercy endureth forever |

CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST

I have been crucified with Chyist ; yet I live; and
longer I, but Christ liveth in me.”  Gal.’2. 20. :

The thought of fellowship with Christ in His bearir
cross, has often led to the vain attempt in our own pot
follow Him, and bear His image. But this is"impossi
man until he first learns to know something of what it 1
to say, ““I have been crucified with Christ .

Let us try to understand this. When Adam died,
descendants died with him and in him. In his sin in Par
and in the spiritual death into which-he fell, I had a s
I died in him. And the power of that sin and dea
which all his descendants’ share, works in- every ch:
Adam every day. :
- Christ came as the second Adam. In His death o
Cross, all who believe in Him had a share. Each one
say in truth, * I have been crucified with Christ ™. A
representative of His people He took them up with H:
the Cross and me too. The life that He gives is the cru
life in which He entered heaven, and was exalted t
throne, standing as a Lamb as it had been slain. The 1
of His death and life work in me, and as I hold fast the
that I have been-crucified with Him, and that now In
live no more but Christ liveth in me, I receive

“to conquer sin ; the life that I have received from Hin

life that has been crucified and made free from the powv
sin. : :
. ANDREW Mus
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Prevailing - Prayer
By H. E. ALEX.'A.NDER .

So that we can pray we must ‘ gras;; the

. significance of the word in Ephesians 2. 18—"* Through

Him (Jesus Christ) we both have access by one Spirit
unto the Father.” Access! What a blessed word !
We rtead that under the law “.the way into the
holiest was not made manifest ’. Access was not
available except to Aaron once a year.

Christ. No ome is excluded from the amazing
privilege of access to the throne of all authority,

power, and the riches of grace. This access is given .

to us by the Holy Spirit. Often, when you pray,
do you not feel that this access to the Father is not
for you? Airmen have a special word to describe a
heavy mass of cloud, they call it a * ceiling ”’, and,
this ceiling hides the blue sky. ‘“ The ceiling is low ”’
they say. Itisoften like this in our prayer meetings 1
The ceiling is just above our heads—the ceiling of

‘Ephesians 1. 21, made up of the spivitual principalities

and powers which ave. in the heavenly places. We are
underneath instead of above in Christ |. .

This access lifts us in prayer above the spiritual
objectives, situations, or difficulties for which prayer
is needed—whether it be on oiir own behalf or for
some local situation, or for Switzerland, or even for
the world in its agony. If the Lord finds that ‘'we are

yielded to Him in spirit, and cén, therefore, enlighten -

as a lamp our. understanding, He will give us His

Light on the hidden movements behind spiritual

difficulties, .and situations, which He will then lay
on our hearts in prayer. Then, our thoughts yielded
to the obedience of Christ, we shall have full access
right to the Throne, which is.the key-position for
every situation. '

Let us pray like this, and there will 1.1ever' be a

‘ ceiling * - over our prayer meetings : I warn you that-

this is a lonely path. Few Christians understand it

because the majority do not feel their need, but are

satisfied with the doing of their own will, religious

sentimentality, carnal zeal, or mere intellectualism,
which though it.may be scriptural is always barren. |

Their spirit is asleep, passive, unconscious of spiritual
realities, and in consequence defeated without
knowing it. The enemy knows full well how much he
gains from a state of impotence in the Churches, and

amongst Christians, who are incapable of disturbing .

his dominion. He will allow anything except this

.spiritual resurrection, this access to the Throne

which turns each prayer meeting into an armed

“exploit to which the Lord will grant a complete triumph. -

The above is a brief extract from the book ** Fighting

the Famine” (see book list) which not only comtains
much valuable teaching concerning prayer warfare, but

shows this type of prayer in action in the face of difficulty -
and opposition. It is well worth caveful reading.

But under -
grace this access to the Father is open for all in

BOOK ROOM N OTES—(cantinued).
To Readers in U.S.A. and Canada.

You will help us greatly if your remittances a
sent by MONEY ORDER. If you state the amour
you are sending in British moneéy to the Postmastc
at any American or Canadian P.O., he will make o1
a Money Order at the current rate.

Neither cheques on American Banks—nor doll:
bills realise their full value in England; and the

- make for complication in office work.

Money Orders should be made out to :
*““ The Overcomer *’ Literature Trust,
payable at Bournemouith, England.

The “Overcomer’ Prayer Bond

Those of our readers who feel that they have a pa
to play in prayer ministry for the whole Church ¢
Christ throughout the World, should write direct to
Miss E. M. Leathes, 2 Kingsway, Wembley, Middlese:
and ask for her regular Prayer Bulletins.

‘Bibles

In our July issue we sent out an appeal for seconc
hand English Bibles, and we should like to thank thos
of our readers who have responded. During a recer
visit to Barry I found that a considerable numbe
had been sent in, some of which had been used to hel
meet an acute shortage of Bibles in Nigeria. Th
need is still urgent and it will be a real piece of servic
if our friends will send any old used Bibles they ca
find and spare to: The Bible House, Cadoxtor
Barry, S. Wales. '

Confererices and Meetings, arranged by Readers ¢

the Ouercomer, are either being held or are unde
consideration in the following Towns :

~ Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Crowboroug
" (Sussex), Hove, Liverpool, Manchester; Thame
Ditton and Plymouth. A
Any interested friends can obtain informatio:
about these meetings, and the addresses of thei
organisers from the Bookroom. -

LONDON MEETINGS

. Thursday, October 21st.

Morning Prayer Conference, 11 'é..m. to 1 p.m.
Thursday, November 18th., A day of Meetings.
Prayer Conference : 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Conference Meetings : 3 p.m, and 7 p.m.
‘ Speaker ;. '
THE EDITOR of the Overcomer.
- Main Theme :
THE CHURCH'S WARFARE. _
(Leaflets concerning this Conference can be obtained o1
application to the Book Room). -+

Thursday, December 16th.- :
Morning Prayer Conference 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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